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Agawam band 
wins first-ever 
state title 


For the first time in history, the Agawam High 
School Marching Mohawks have been named 
Massachusetts State Champions by the United 
States Scholastic Band Association. 

The 72-member band, under the direction of 
Tammy Watson, has been receiving excellent ratings 
since September with a jazzy show entitled, “The 
Music of Ray Charles." The season culminated with a 
great showing at the USSBA CT/MA/RI Finals and the 
All-East Coast Finals, both of which were held in 
Bridgeport, Connecticut. 

The band defeated long-time champion Dennis- 
Yarmouth Regional High School for the coveted 
Division II State title. In addition, the group received 
an award for “Best Music” in all three states 
FIRST EVER FOR AGAWAM HIGH SCHOOL BAND! The Agawam High School Marching (MA/CT/RI). Two weeks later, the band traveled back 

Mohawks can now add a state championship to their trophy case after taking home the covet- to Bridgeport to compete in the All-East coast Finals^ 

„ .. . „ j . , e Only two Massachusetts bands (Agawam and 

ed title at a competition held in Bridgeport, Connecticut. Band members (from left). Alex D J mouth) performed at this prestigious event, 

Friedrich, Justin Christian, Mike Bianchard, Chris Phiiiips, Aaron Hibbert, senior drum major 

Brittany Theriaque, and band Director Tamara Watson. Advertiser News photo by Kathy Shepard SEE AHS BAND - 1 age 2 
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Available on CD... 

Agawam native 
Michael Rheault 
writes new 
Christmas musical 


Michael Rheault, a native of Agawam, has just 
released a CD of his Christmas musical, “The Birth." 
The recording includes Agawam residents Debra 
Macey Taylor, Vincent Govoni, and Len Pupello. The 
CD is available at Cornerstone Christian Stores, 
selected area retail outlets, and on the web at cdba- 


"Several years ago, I was watching a TV show 
about the biblical references to Christmas," stated 
Rheault. “Using the different events within Matthew 
and Luke as evidence, the program implied that the 
passages were actually contradictions.” 

He continued, “I decided to rearrange the texts and 

SEE CHRISTMAS MUSICAL-Page 3 


FORMER FEEDING HILLS RESIDENT and Agawam High School graduate Michael Rheault 
(on piano) has released a CD for the Christmas season titled "The Birth." 


Town of Agawam Sesquicentennial Committee 

COMMEMORATIVE ORNAMENT & CALENDAR 

NOW ON SALE AT THESE LOCATIONS 

• Agawam Public Library • Riverside Liquors, 1811 Main Street • Surprise! Card & Gift Shop, 838 Suffield Street • 

• Westfield Bank, 655 Main Street • Calendars may also be purchased at the Agawam Town Clerk's Office, Agawam Town Hall • 

celebration, June 2005. Sec jnsitle for detail's 


°*4TED 


2002 Ornament, $7 each. 2003 Calendar, $10 each. Proceeds to benefit Agawam’s 150th anniversary 
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Regular School Committee meeting 


Tuesday, December 

1. Call to Order 

2. Regular Meeting 

3. Moment of Silence 

4. Citizens’ Speak Time 

5. Roll Call of Attendance 

6. Superintendent’s Notes 

7. Highlights on Education: 
Character Education - P. Lewis 

8. Old Business: None 

AHS BAND - from Page 1 


lOth - 7:30 PM. * Agawam Middle 

9. Business Meeting 

a. Routine Matters 

1) Approval of Minutes 

2) Calendar/Correspondence 

b. Warrants/Transfers 

c. Reports 

* LPVEC Update - R. Labrie 

* Cycle II School Performance 
Ratings - W. Sapelli 


School - 68 Main St. 

10. New Business: None 

11. Policy Review: 

a. Promotion Guidelines 
Grades PreK-6 and Grades 9-12 
(2nd & 3rd readings) 

12. Any other business that 
may legally come before the 
Committee. 

13. Adjournment 


where the Mohawks placed fourth in their class with a 
personal best rating of 84.95 (a superior rating based 
on a 100-point scale). 

Miss Watson attributes the success of this year’s 
band to her band staff, parent group, student leaders, 
and the talent of this year’s members. In addition, the 
show’s design consisted of choreographer Kim 
Merritt, Assistant Band Director Nanci Newton, 
Colorguard instructor Michael Pence, and drill instruc¬ 
tor Michael Federico. 

The band was led by student Drum Majors Brittany 
Theriaque and Kevin Fleming. The colorguard 
improved greatly and performed well under the lead¬ 
ership of the captain, Holly Stano. Students Dan 
Drewniak and Rachel Keenan organized equipment 
crews of students and parents to help the success of 
the group. Feature twirler Jenine Davignon provided a 
special highlight. 

“This year’s senior class is quite exceptional,” Miss 
Watson stated. “Most of the seniors in the band are at 


the top of their class. They are all good musicians and 
the group succeeds because the seniors are all 
friends. They work together, on the field and off, while 
setting a great example for the younger students. 

When asked if she had anything to add, Miss 
Watson said, “I just want to publicly thank our Mayor, 
Town Council, and School Committee for maintaining 
our budget. I want to note that our success is due 
greatly to the cooperation of our administration, espe¬ 
cially our principal, Dr. Prystupa. The Athletic 
Departmenty, Maintenance staff, DPW, and Parks and 
Recreation have helped us throughout the season. 
Behind the scenes, Lou Conte, Tony Albro, and Chris 
Sparks have contributed to our success. We always 
depend greatly on the support of our community 
organizations and businesses.” 

Miss Watson, although director of a nationally 
acclaimed musical group, remains humble about her 
own leadership. “This is a giant group project. I organ¬ 
ize the band, but my only true success has been in my 
selection of the right people to make it happen. The 
rest is to the credit of everyone else.” 


For the best in local goods and services, be sure to check our 
classifieds each and every week ... ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 
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LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE 

PUBLIC HEARING 
AGAWAM CITY COUNCIL 
The Agawam City Council will hold a public 
hearing on Monday, December 16, 2002 at 7:30 
P.M. at the Agawam Middle School, 68 Main Street, 
Agawam, MA. The purpose of this hearing will oe 
to hear the petition of Clement Tynan; and Jay 
LeFebvre, Lone Coyote Real Trust for a requested 
zone change. The request is to revise the zone 
lines and zone map on properties known at 1325, 
1339,1353 and 1355 Springfield Street. A copy of 
the requested zone change and description can 
be obtained from the Agawam Planning Office or 
the Agawam Town Clerk’s Office between the 
hours of 8:30 A.M. and 4:30 P.M. in the Agawam 

Town Hall, 36 Main Street, Agawam, MA. 

Ursula Retzler 

Clerk of the Council 

Published: December 5, 2002 

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE 
PUBLIC HEARING 
AGAWAM CITY COUNCIL 
The Agawam City Council will hold a public 
hearing on Monday, December 16, 2002 at 7:30 
P.M. at the Agawam Middle Schoo, 68 Main Street, 
Agawam, MA. The purpose of this hearing will be 
to hear the petition of the Agawam Planning 
Board for a proposed zoning amendment to 
Section 180-13B(3) of the Agawam Zoning 
Ordinances that would exempt single family 
dwellings used for residential purposes only from 
the Site Plan requirement when seeking a Special 
Permit. A copy of the proposed zoning amend¬ 
ment can be obtained from the Agawam Planning 
Office or the Agawam Town Clerk’s Office 
between the hours of 8:30 A.M. and 4:30 P.M. in 
the Agawam Town Hall, 36 Main Street, Agawam, 
MA. 

Ursula Retzler 
Clerk of the Council 

Published: December 5, 2002 




Quick Pic Sunoco 

Corner of Main St. & River Rd., Agawam 
Tel: 413-789-6909 


Low. Low Price 


New Pumps & New Tanks 


Wise Chips - Jumbo Bag: 

ON SALE - $ 1.99 (While supplies last) 
Regular Price - $2.99 


(Regular/Ridges/Sour Cream) 


2 LTR. PEPSI ON SALE 

$i a iB + Dep. 

(While supplies last) 


Cigarettes On Sale 


Buy 1, Get 1 FREE 

6-Pack Cans 

(Coke, Diet Coke, Sprite, Van. Coke, Cherry Coke, 
Dr. Pepper, Diet Lemon Coke) (While Supplies Last) 


BUY 1, GET 1 FREE 

Crunchy Doodles 
& Puffed Doodles 

Mix & Match (While supplies last./ 


.75 Off/Packs & $7.50 OFF Cartons 

Marlboro, New ports. Winston. Salem. Camel. V. Slims. Parliaments. Basic. 
Kools, Misty, GPC, Pall Mall Filters.... 


Doral, Monarch, USA Gold, Liggett, Old (.'old. Pyramids... 

CIGARETTE FREE PACK DEALS 


GU1DAS 1% MILK 


ON SALE 


only $2.09 gallon 


$1,00 OFF 

Skoal - Copenhagen -Kodiak 


featuring - Green Mountain Coffee : Join The Coffee Club & Get fRlJ i Coffee 

(Avail, in Reg., Decaf, French Van., Hazel & Many Other Flavors) 


Buy 1, Get 1 FREE * Buy 2, Get 1 FREE 

Menthols, Regulars, Lights 
(We accept all mfg. coupons.) (While supplies last.) 


tINSTANT LOTTERY YVINNKRSTOK WEEK END ING Nov. 30T2002 


LOTTO CASHING CENTER. PLAY YOUR LOTTO HERE - MAKE YOUR DREAMS COME TRUE! 


ATM 

Available 

Inside 

The 

Store 


All Major 
Credit Cards 
& 

Debit Cards 
Accepted 


ALSO 

Phone Cards 
Sold Here 


Silver Bells - $500 
Silver Bells - $400 
Winner Green - $200 
4 - 30th Anniversary Spectacular - $100 
2-Silver Bells-$100 


30th Anniversary Spectacular - $500 
30th Anniversarx Spectacular - $200 
Winner Wonderland - $200 
Winner Green - $100 
1 Mill Win Cash- $100 
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1 HRISTMAS MUSICAL - from Page 1 

link the Matthew and Luke events together into a uni¬ 
fied story. The events of the two books are different, 
but they aren’t contradictions." 

The Birth” is essentially a musical retelling of the 
birth of Christ. All of the events of the Christmas story 
are revealed through music, from Old Testament 
prophecy about the coming to Jesus to the slaughter 
of babes in Bethlehem by Herod. The style is a blend 
of pop, Broadway, and rock, though composed with¬ 
out spoken dialogue. 

Rheault commented, “I’ve had lots of musical the¬ 
ater experience, along with a composition degree, so 
I started thinking about turning the birth story into a 
musical theater piece. At around the same time, I went 
on a pilgrimage to several of the religious shrines in 
Canada as a church organist. 

“I found these visits to be very moving, and they 
ultimately influenced my decision to write this musi¬ 
cal," he added. 

An Amherst resident and UMass graduate, Rheault 
is currently the organist and choir director at Saints 
Peter and Paul Church in Three Rivers. He frequently 
accompanies vocal performances at Agawam High 
School, from which he graduated. 

Rheault’s musical theater experience is extensive. 
He has music directed numerous shows in such the¬ 
aters as the Yarmouth Playhouse and Golden Anchor 
on the Cape; at colleges including Bay Path and AIC; 
and the show “American Cabaret, European Roots," 
which was nominated for best revue by the Manhattan 
Association of Cabarets. 

A premiere of The Birth" was performed at The 
Red Door Theatre in Feeding Hills in December 2000. 

Since that time, Rheault has been involved in pro¬ 



THE CHRISTMAS MUSICAL “The Birth,” 
written by former Feeding Hills resident 
Michael Rheault, has been released on CD. 


ducing the CD recording, using artists from Western 
Massachusetts and Northern Connecticut. He plans 
to present the work to regional and commercial the¬ 
aters, as well as recording and retail outlets. Religious 
educational institutions are also on his list. 

“I think it could be used as a teaching tool because 
it includes a booklet of all of the words, characters, 
and biblical references," said Rheault. “Kids respond¬ 
ed especially well to the show when it was performed 
in Agawam. I’m glad it was completed in time for 
Christmas this year." 

Rheault is the son of Donald & Joan Rheault of 
Feeding Hills. 


from the 
State Senate 

by State Senator 
Linda J. Melconian 


New 2003-2004 legislation 

As the 2003-2004 legislative session approaches, 

I wanted to share with you five significant bills I intend 
to file in the upcoming year. 

Everyone suffers when a serious downturn in the 
economy occurs. The state’s sustained revenue loss¬ 
es this year will require the Legislature to find new 
alternative sources of revenue in order to reach our 
budgetary goals. In order to spark economic develop¬ 
ment, I have developed a new regional grant program 
dependent upon expanding gaming. The program 
would place a percentage of the tax revenue from 
gaming into a regional economic development grant 
fund to support skills development, improve regional 
industrial clusters, attract overseas companies, and 
enhance the state’s information infrastructure. 

Funds would be dispersed from the grant to the 
five regions of the state based on each region’s per¬ 
centage of the state population. Those applicants who 
received funding would be required to find matching 
funds to complement the state grant. 

Recent technological developments have greatly 
affected the field of forensic science, enabling police 
to conduct more accurate crime analyses. These 
developments have made it easier to find suspects 
and provide investigators with more concrete evi¬ 
dence of wrongdoing. In order to better utilize this 
technology and keep record of offenders, I am filing 
legislation to require DNA samples for all individuals 
convicted of a felony to be added to the state’s DNA 
database. 

Protecting the more vulnerable populations of our 
community - our children and the elderly - remains my 
top priority as a legislator. I am filing several bills this 
session that increase both elder and child safety. The 
first is an act to prevent crimes of elder abuse. This 
legislation closes a loophole in the current law that 
makes it impossible to prosecute criminal neglect, 
abuse and mistreatment in our nursing homes. The 
bill also modernizes the language describing disabili¬ 
ty in the criminal law and increases the penalties for 

SEE MELCONIAN - Page 6 


Agawam Republican Town Committee to 
hold breakfast meeting on Dec. 14th 

The Agawam Republican Town Committee will hold Town Counsel members. 

a breakfast meeting on Saturday, December 14th at _ ... . . 0 . . . .. 

_ . ... . . 0 . . . Committee chairman Mark McCormick invites any- 

8:30 a.m. at E.Bs Restaurant, Walnut Street Ext., 3 

Agawam. one interested in joining the committee or learning 

There will be reports from State Committee and more about its purpose are welcome to attend. 

If you visit the Advertiser News’ office at 23 Southwick St., Feeding Hills 
(above Remillard Insurance), please note our main entrance is in the 
back. Please park on the side of the building and use the back entrance. 
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RESTAURANT & LOUNGE 

Enjoy Your Holiday Party With Us! 

Christmas Parties or Business Functions 
Private Room Available For Up To 35 People 




Agawam’s Home of Steaks, Chops, Seafood, Prime Rib, Baby Back Ribs, And Of Course... 
Our Famous Crock Of Soup Family-Style And Unlimited Salad Bar. 

(Ask About Our New Entree Selections!) - 

Open For Lunch - Tuesday - Friday 11:30am - 2:30pm, Open For Dinner - Tuesday - Sunday 4:00pm - 10:00pm 

(Closed Monday) * All Major Credit Cards Accepted 

944 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills * 786-0962 FAX 786-0389 ^V« 


vf • 
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Guest Editorial... 


Missed 


child credits fault of complex tax code 


While experts inWashington are still arguing over 
the economic effect of last year’s trillion dollar tax cut, 
the shocking news is that a number of taxpayers with 
children did not get their fair share. In fact, they didn’t 
even ask for it. 

According to the Inspector General for the Treasury 
Department, more than 600,000 families who are 
potentially eligible for the child tax credit and the 
advanced child tax credit did not claim it. Almost 75 
percent of these taxpaying families earned less than 
$25,000 annually, with nearly 60 percent headed by a 
single parent. This amounts to a whopping $238 mil¬ 
lion in unclaimed credits for hard-working American 
families. 

It is a sad fact that many taxpayers are unaware of 
eligibility for certain tax credits, particularly workers 
with tight budgets who cannot afford professional tax 
advisors. The Treasury Department, which was only 
too happy to spend tens of millions on notices last 
year about the much-ballyhooed $300 refund, has 
been reticent to inform these beneficiaries of their eli¬ 
gibility for the child tax credit. After some pressure 



An open letter to the 
people of Agawam 

To the Editor: 

The Guy in the Glass 

When you get what you want in your struggle for 
pelf, 

And the world makes you King for a day, 

Then go to the mirror and look at yourself, 

And see what that guy has to say. 

For it isn’t your Father, or Mother, or Wife, 
Whose judgement upon you must pass. 

The feller whose verdict counts most in your life 
Is the guy staring back from the glass. 

He’s the feller to please, never mind all the rest, 
For he’s with you clear up to the end, 

And you’ve passed your most dangeorus, difficult 
test 

If the guy in the glass is your friend. 

You may be like Jack Horner and “chisel” a plum, 
And think you’re a wonderful guy, 

But the man in the glass says you’re only a bum 
If you can’t look him straight in the eye. 

You can fool the whole world down the pathway of 
years, 

And get pats on the back as you pass, 

But your final reward will be heartache and tears 
If you’ve cheated the guy in the glass. 

by Dale Winbrow, (c) 1934 

During my almost 10-year struggle with the town of 
Agawam over the taking of my land, I have had to 
look at myself in the mirror every day. And every day 
I have been able to look at "the guy in the glass” 
because I know in my heart that I played fair. From 
the beginning, I tried to do what was right for the town 
my family first called home when we were lucky 
enough to come to the United States. 

As you may know, I have now won my case with 
the town, not once, but three times, and I recently col¬ 


by Representative Richard Neal 

from Congress, Treasury announced that this month, 
eligible families will be receiving information in the 
mail about these important, unclaimed tax credits. 

The child tax credit, while seeming simple on the 
surface, can actually be very difficult to figure out. The 
maximum credit for 2001 was $600 for each qualifying 
child claimed as a dependent, including a son or 
daughter, an adopted child, stepson or stepdaughter, 
grandchild or foster child. The credit phases out as 
taxable income increases, but can also be refundable 
for families with no tax liability. Over the next 10 years, 
the credit will gradually increase to $1,000 per quali¬ 
fying child. Without an effective outreach initiative, it is 
easy to see how many eligible taxpayers could miss 
out on this important tax credit, particularly the refund¬ 
able credit. 

Fortunately, the families who have missed out on 
this child tax credit are a fraction of all taxpaying fam¬ 
ilies and the situation can hopefully be rectified soon. 
But what we should learn from this experience is that 
our system of taxation is far too complex for the aver¬ 
age taxpaying family. Are you one of these taxpayers 


lected a large judgement. What you may not know is 
that this lawsuit need never have happened. I’m not 
sure I'll ever understand why town leaders acted as 
they did, but I am very sure that they acted inappro¬ 
priately. Here are the facts: 

In 1993, I bought a large parcel of land known as 
Tuckahoe Turf Farm. A lesser known fact is that the 
Town of Agawam was offered this same land the year 
before for a price that was significantly less than I 
agreed to pay for it. The town did not want this land in 
1992. After I bought it, however, it apparently became 
of great interest to town leaders and the land was ulti¬ 
mately taken from me by eminent domain. 

Had I been paid a fair price for my land, the story 
would have ended there. But I wasn’t treated fairly by 
the town and 1 was forced to take my case to court. 

In 1999, my case was heard and a jury decided I 
was right. I thought I had finally won. The fight wasn’t 
over, though. The town decided to appeal. 

This past summer, the town lost again and was 
ordered to pay me the fair market value for my prop¬ 
erty plus interest all the way back to 1993. I finally 
received my money last month. 

I wish this lawsuit had never happened. It pains me 
to see the taxpayers of Agawam pay for the mistakes 
of a few politicians. But that's what happened and I 
know in my heart that I did the right thing. I tried to 
compromise early on, but my offers were rejected 
while some very personal insults were hurled my way. 

Yes, I am an immigrant, but a very proud one. I 
have worked very hard for my success and I have 
always conducted myself in an honorable way. That’s 
why I can still look at “the guy in the glass.” It’s still a 
reflection I’m proud of. 

Sincerely, 
Ralph DePalma 


paying too much in federal income taxes simply 
because you can’t figure out our tax code? 

Just last month, I wrote Treasury Secretary Paul 
O’Neill urging him to make individual tax simplification 
a top priority in his quest for fundamental tax reform. 
It is now estimated that only one-third of taxpayers 
actually fill out their own forms without any assistance. 
Congress must recognize the dire need to simplify the 
tax code, as more and more taxpayers must turn to 
professionals just to understand their taxes. 

In the last several Congresses, I have offered sig¬ 
nificant legislation on tax simplification, including 
repeal of the onerous individual Alternative Minimum 
Tax (AMT) and simplification of capital gains and per¬ 
sonal credits. Despite a good reception, Congress has 
only made incremental and modest progress on the 
tax simplification front. 

I am hopeful that we can achieve tax simplification, 
if only to ensure that hard-working American families 
do not overpay their federal taxes. We must find a 
solution so that every taxpayer can understand their 
tax form - free of charge. 

Agawam youngster thanks 
his AHS football “heroes” 

Dear Agawam High School football Brownies: 

Thank you for the game ball... the shirts ... the coin 
toss ... the pictures ... and the banquet. 

I love you all! 

Alex Dosza 
Agawam 

K of C thanks town for 
support at breakfast 

To the Editor: 

The John F. Kennedy Council of the Knights of 
Columbus, #5585, would like to thank everyone who 
attended our “Pancake Breakfast with Santa'’ on 
Sunday, December 1, 2002. Your support made the 
breakfast a huge success. 

The winning ticket for the 50/50 raffle was won by 
Rich Lombardi (ticket number 698107). We hope to 
see everyone again next year at our fourth Annual 
Breakfast with Santa. 

Thank you, 
Al Taupier, Chairman 

Parish Cupboard appreciates 
support during the holidays 

To the Editor: 

I can’t let this Thanksgiving Day pass without say¬ 
ing "thank you." We appreciate all of your support with 
food and financial donations that allow our communi¬ 
ty to reach out to those in need. 

SEE LETTERS - Page 5 



The Agawam Advertiser News 


786-7747 


Production Staff 


Richard Sardella.Publisher & Ow ner 

Ellen Lightcap.Production Manager/Graphic Artist 

Therese Machia.Assistant Production Manager 

Phil Benoit.Typesetter/Layout Assistant 

Kathy Shepard.Feature Editor/Photographer 

Jason LaFleur.Sports Writer 


S \ 


786-8137 


***** 

For the best in local goods and services, 
be sure to check our classifieds each 
and every week ... A AN!!! 



THE AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS (U.S.P.S.-001-170) is published weekly for $26.00 per year b> 
PAG Publications, Inc., 23 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030-0263. Second class postage is 
paid at F.H., MA 01030 & at associated offices. Postmaster: Send address changes to The Agawam 
Advertiser News, P.O. Box 263, F.H., MA 01030-0263. 



















De<' ember 5, 2002 

LETTERS - from Page 4 

We are proud to be your hands and heart in this 
wonderful effort. All of you who have taken time to 
care for your neighbors in need should be commend¬ 
ed. Those of you who haven’t yet found the time are 
challenged to do so. We need your help, not just dur¬ 
ing the holidays, but every month of the year. 

May God bless each of you and your loved ones. 
May God extend a special blessing on anyone who 
feels that no one cares and send them to our door at 
the Parish Cupboard. 

Sincerely, 

Candy A. Boucher, Executive Director 
The Parish Cupboard 

The return of Renaissance 
at Agawam High School 

To the Editor: 

The Parent Teacher Student Organization (PTSO), 
in cooperation with Dr. Prystupa, principal of Agawam 
High School, will be working together to help bolster a 
program already started by teachers at the school. 
The program is called Renaissance. 

In European history, Renaissance is called the 
period of “Cultural Rebirth.” During this period of 
rethinking, great strides were made in the develop¬ 
ment of the arts and sciences. Today, a national pro¬ 
gram, which is supported by the Jostens Company, is 
called Renaissance. 

The purpose of this program is to motivate and 
inspire students in the area of education. Jostens is 
committed to the success of this program. They 
believe that measurable goals can be established. In 
turn, using a process of recognition, rewards, respect, 
and reinforcement, the successful achievement of 
these goals can be quantifiably obtained. 

You may already know of Jostens, as they are the 
major national supplier of class rings. The company 
receives commercial benefit from the program as a 
reseller of incentive merchandise. However, they do 
not require program participants to purchase anything 
from them. 

Some of the National Renaissance goals are to 
increase student attendance, improve overall aca¬ 
demic scores (i.e., test scores and GPA), increase 
graduation rates, and create a safe and positive 
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school environment. Since inception in 1988, there 
are now 4,500 schools involved in the program. 
According to Jostens, Renaissance has helped 
reduce student absenteeism, dropout rates, and dis¬ 
ciplinary problems. 

In addition, a national survey shows Renaissance 
schools have a 95 percent improvement rate in over¬ 
all GPA and a 72 percent improvement rate in daily 
attendance. Schools rewarded students with incen¬ 
tives to achieve these results. 

The types of rewards are limited to the creativity of 
each participating school. However, rewards such as 
honor cards, letters of congratulations, discount 
cards, free lunch room items, parking passes, sport¬ 
ing event discounts, additional test score points, and 
exam elimination are the incentive favorites, as they 
are inexpensive. 

The PTSOs goal is to enhance the current pro¬ 
gram. Most importantly, we will be looking for financial 
support from both parents and local businesses to 
increase the program incentives. Next, we will be 
looking to document the program goals and reward 
systems. In addition, we would like to contact other 
Renaissance schools to obtain feedback on their 
most successful programs. 

Last, but not least, we would like to find more 
opportunities for reward and incentives in the 
improvement of test scores, dropout rates, discipline, 
and scholarships. 

The program will require the active participation of 
teachers, students, parents, and local business part¬ 
ners. The PTSO has a healthy fleet of parents ready 
to work on building a successful program. Finally, the 
Renaissance program does not only reward students, 
it also is used to reward teachers as well. The theory 
is simple, "Great teachers develop great stu¬ 
dents. ” 

The PTSO will make every effort to build a system 
which recognizes the quality of our teachers. We also 
encourage any teachers to attend our PTSO meet¬ 
ings on the first Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m., 
to discuss any issue relevant to the success of the 
Renaissance program. 

Interested parents and high school students are 
also welcome to the PTSO meetings. 

Wishing our children every success, 
Members of the PTSO 
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Special thanks to Brownie 
Troops 524 and 596 

To the Editor: 

On behalf of the families, staff, and myself, I would 
like to extend our deepest appreciation to the Brownie 
Troops 524 and 596. 

Their generosity, thoughtfulness, and creativity 
provided two families that receive supports from the 
May Center for Early Intervention with the most deli¬ 
cious Thanksgiving baskets. 

All I needed to do was to mention that we were 
going to do a turkey dinner raffle, and both troops 
came through without a second thought. I was hon¬ 
ored to deliver the food to these families and from the 
looks on their faces, I know that they were honored to 
receive them. 

We wish you all a happy and healthy holiday sea¬ 
son and thanks again and again! 

Nancy R.M. Lunden, Director 
May Center for Early Intervention 

Consider giving blood this 
busy holiday season 

To the Editor: 

During this holiday season, the American Red 
Cross Blood Services - New England Region would 
like to thank our dedicated blood donors, blood drive 
sponsors, and volunteers, including the recent blood 
drive held at Agawam High School. 

Every day, members of our community come to 
Red Cross donor centers and give generously of 
themselves to help those in need. Blood donated 
through the American Red Cross is available not only 
to patients being treated at local hospitals, but also to 
those patients who must travel to medical centers 
throughout the entire New England region. In times of 
disaster, Amerian Red Cross blood can be sent any¬ 
where in the country where there is a need. Red 
Cross blood is truly “Blood Without Borders.” 

The need for blood is constant throughout the year, 
but during the holiday season, when all of our lives 
are even busier than usual, it is not uncommon for 
blood supplies to dip to critically low levels. If you 
have never given blood before, or have not donated 

SEE LETTERS - Page 6 
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insurance needs, 
insurance, to 
compensation and more. 
At Canary • Blomstrom Insurance Agency, 
we take the time to get to know you 
and your business. We'll make sure all the 
different facets of your insurance 
fit your business, creating a strong foundation. 


Canary 
Blomstrom 

insurance agency, inc. 

“A Neighbor You Con Turn To 


// 


• Business Insurance • Auto Insurance • Life Insurance • Health Insurance 
Cali for a complimentary evaluation for your insurance needs: 


789-3995 


868 Springfield Street • Feeding Hills, MA* 01030 • FAX: 786-7004 « www.canaryblomstrom.com 
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lately, please consider donating soon. When you 
donate one pint of blood, you might be helping the 
child with leukemia, the teenage car accident victim, 
the parent who needs heart bypass surgery, the sen¬ 
ior citizen who needs a hip replacement, or the neigh¬ 
bor who needs an organ transplant. 

On behalf of everyone here at the Red Cross, and 
the patients you help us serve, I would like to extend 
our sincere appreciation and wish you and yours a 
very happy and healthy holiday season. 

Thank you, 
Catherine LaRiviere, RN, 
Director of Operations, 
Central & Western Mass. 

American Red Cross Blood Services - 
New England Region 

AHS girls’ soccer coach 
extends thanks to community 

To the Editor: 

On behalf of the Agawam High School Girls’ 
Soccer Program, I would like to thank the members of 
the Agawam community who supported us throughout 
our incredible season. Much of our success would not 
have been possible without the dedication and loyalty 
of our fans, who showed their support both on and off 
the field. 

I would like to send personal gratitude to our 
Athletic Director Louis Conte, Superintendent Dr. 
Mary Czajkowski, Vice-Principal Kathy McSweeney, 
our trainer, David Stratton, the students and faculty of 
Agawam High School, Miss Cynthia Grieve, our faith¬ 
ful parents, the best ballgirls in the West, our manag¬ 
er, Khristina Brodowski, Junior Varsity Coach Erin 
Carrier, Freshman Coach Vanessa Galuzzo, Lynda 
Kunasek, part-time manager/player Marianne Carter, 
the Soccer Booster Club, Athletic Secretary Aileen 
Semanie, Mrs. Lori Lyman and Fitness First, Strength 
Coach Chris Benjamin, Coach Jon Cavallo, the 
Agawam Boys’ Soccer Program, and the many others 
who were with us throughout this exciting journey! 

This amazing group of 19 athletes brought pride to 
Agawam by their performance on the field, but most 
importantly, the class and integrity that they displayed 
throughout the season. 

I am proud to say that I am their coach, and cer¬ 
tainly thank each one of them for all of their hard work 
this season. 

Thank you, 
Laura Wray-Ramos 
Agawam Girls’ Varsity Soccer Coach 

Sacred Heart Athletic Assoc, 
appreciates local support 

To the Editor: 

The Board members of the Sacred Heart Athletic 
Association would like to thank the following busi¬ 
nesses for their financial contribution to our league. 

With your support this 2002 season, we have been 
able to purchase all new equipment for the boys’ 
teams and girls’ teams, as well as provide training and 
certification to our new and returning umpires. We 
ended a successful season and on June 30th, we pre¬ 
sented the boys’ teams and girls’ teams with partici¬ 
pation trophies: first-place trophies to each league 
that came in first and first-place tropies to each 
league playoff champions. 

We greatly appreciate the financial contributions 
made by our sponsors: 

Team Sponsors - American Classics, E. Cecchi 
Farms, Firestone-Spring- 
field, Firestone-West 
Springfield, Hampden Sa¬ 
vings Bank, Hoskin Rug & 

Tile, JR Sweeping 
Service, Kudlic Brothers, 

Lucia Lumber, Schlaffer 
Chiropractic, Stop & 

Shop, Travel Connec¬ 
tions. 

Friends of SHAA - 
Agawam Federal Credit 
Union, Agawam Lions 
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Club, Agawam Opticians, Fran’s Restaurant, Hastie 
Fence, Karen’s Express Cafe, Northrup Electric, 
Valenti’s Restaurant, United Industrial Services, Inc. 

Outfield Sian Sponsors - Avre Real Estate, Fitness 
First, Geissler’s, John’s Trucking, Kid’s Footwear 
Outlet, Partner’s Restaurant, Phipps DiscQunt 
Liquors, Responsive Trucking, Stan’s Soft Serve, 
Suffriti Construction Co., Take Five, Taylor Rental, 
The Sand Trap, Westfield Bank, Woronoco Savings 
Bank. 

Sacred Heart Athletic Assoc. 

Agawam UNICO breakfast 
to help local family 

To the Editor: 

On Sunday, December 8th, Agawam UNICO will 
be holding a very special fundraiser. This year’s pan¬ 
cake breakfast with Santa will be held at the Polish 
American Club on Southwick Street in Feeding Hills 
from 8:00-11:30 a.m. and will feature delicious pan¬ 
cakes, sausage, juice, coffee, and tea. 

The admission price is only $4.50 with children 
under nine years of age admitted free. This year’s 
event is being called the Art Chase Memorial pancake 
breakfast in honor of UNICO’s president who passed 
away this past year. 

All of the proceeds from this year’s event will be 
given to the family of Stephen Mallory, who was born 
without a corpus callosum (a bundle of nerves which 
normally connects the two hemispheres of the brain). 
Stephen also suffers from cerebral palsy and some 
other limitations. 

Stephen and his family live in Feeding Hills and are 
attempting to raise enough money to attend a pro¬ 
gram that will allow him to swim with the dolphins in a 
program that has been in existence since 1980 and is 
called Dolphin Assisted Therapy. 

Stephen’s story has so touched our hearts here at 
Agawam UNICO that we have decided to hold this 
fundraiser in his honor and donate the proceeds to his 
family in order to help him achieve his goal and swim 
with the dolphins. 

Please join us on Sunday, December 8th for some 
great pancakes and meet Stephen and his family. At 
this time of giving, please try to make effort to help 
those of us who are less fortunate than us by coming 
to this fundraiser and help this boy achieve his dream 
to swim with the dolphins. 

Please try to bring your children and/or grandchil¬ 
dren to meet and visit with Santa and receive a gift 
from Santa. There will also be a raffle, a 50/50 raffle, 
and a bake sale. This should prove to be a very spe¬ 
cial day for Stephen and his family. Won't you please 
be a part of it? We hope to see you all there. Thank 
you! 

Ronald E. Lalancette 
Agawam UNICO 
Pancake Breakfast Committee 

For all the hometown news, you 
turn our pages each and every 
week ... A AN! II 


Veterans ’ Corner... 

Veterans’ Services 
office moving 

by Edward A. Kellogg 
Veterans’ Agent 
786-0400, Ext. 236/237 

News from the Veterans’ office - WE ARE MOV¬ 
ING! Our move should take place during the week of 
December 9th-13th. Everything depends on the 
weather and when Building Maintenance can let go of 
the manpower and the truck. 

We are moving to the Police Station. We will be 
taking over the Conference Room. After the holidays, 
we will have a GRAND OPENING. More details on 
that will come in the future after we get the pictures on 
the walls and get situated. 

As of right now, the phone number will remain the 
same as well as the hours of operation. Please keep 
in mind that the entrance to my office will be on the 
side of the building where the handicap ramp is found. 
You CANNOT enter through the Police Station front 
door. Parking for Veteans’ Services will be on the side 
of the building. To reach that parking, you must go 
around the building to get to my entrance, for the 
driveway is one-way. Handicap parking is on the 
fence line at that side of the building as well. We are 
looking forward to our new location. Regardless of 
where we are, we are there to sen/e the veterans and 
their families. 

*★* 

I am taking donations for the veterans at the 
Soldiers’ Home in Holyoke. Any money donations, 
please bring or send directly to the Soldiers’ Home. I 

SEE VETS’ CORNER - Page 7 


MELCONIAN - from Page 3 

other criminal assaults on our elders and the dis¬ 
abled. 

The second protection bill looks to increase safety 
in our schools. Named for the late Reverend 
Theodore Brown, who was killed by a student with a 
violent offender record, this legislation allows schools 
to access Criminal Offender Registry Information 
(CORI) records for the purpose of providing proper 
placement for students with a history of violent, sexu¬ 
al, or gun-related crimes. 

Child labor law reform is an issue that is long over¬ 
due. The legislation I will file reforms three key ele¬ 
ments of the child labor laws. It grants the Attorney 
General civil enforcement power over the child labor 
laws, bars children from working in jobs where they 
are unsupervised at night or would have to carry a 
weapon and streamlines the permitting process for 
employing minors. 

I want to thank all of my constituents and fellow 
community leaders who contacted my office and pro¬ 
vided me with valuable input about possible legisla¬ 
tive ideas and current local issues. Please feel free to 
contact my Boston office for additional information on 
any of these issues. 



MACHINE 

OPERATORS 

Currently accepting 
applications for 
machine operators on 
second and third shift. 
Apply in person at: 

Sanderson 
MacLeod, Inc. 

1199 South Main St. 
Palmer, MA 01069 
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ANN M. ANDREWS 

Ann Marie (Collette) Andrews, 68, of 2 Crescent 
Street, Millers Falls, MA, died recently at home. Born 
in Montague on May 15, 1934, she was the daughter 
of Joseph & Mary (Tierney) Collette. She attended the 
former Highland School and had been a resident of 
Millers Falls since 1942. She was the housekeeper at 
St. John’s Church in Millers Falls for the past 18 
years. She was a communicant of that church, a 
member of its parish council, and was active in church 
suppers and bazaars. She was a past member of 
Coutu-Murphy Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
Auxiliary. She was also a prolific cook, and enjoyed 
gardening and her three dogs. 

She was predeceased by her husband, Elmore C. 
Andrews, Jr., who died on May 14, 1996. She is sur¬ 
vived by three brothers, Donald J. Collette of Millers 
Falls, John T. Collette of Vernon, CT, and Francis P. 
Collette of Montague; two sisters, Rose Ciborowski of 
Agawam and Mary Lou Vanvalkenburgh of Millers 
Falls; two nieces (whom she and her husband brought 
up), Rose Oka of Seattle, WA, and Mary Phothisene 
of Lowell; and many other nieces, nephews, grand¬ 
nieces, and grandnephews. 

Services were held at Kostanski Funeral Home, 
Turners Falls, and the church, with the Rev. Dennis 
Bombardier (pastor) officiating. The burial was held in 
Highland Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be 
made to St. John’s Church Renovation Fund, 5 
Church Street, Millers Falls, MA 01349. 

FRANK BARBERO 

Frank Barbero, 85, of King Street, Agawam, died 
recently at Chestnut Hill Nursing Home in East 
Longmeadow. He was born and raised in Agawam, 
graduated from Agawam High School, and had lived 
in Springfield for 60 years before returning to Agawam 
in 1990. He was employed as a cutter for 45 years at 
the Buxton Corp., formerly of Agawam. He was a 
communicant of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church in 
Springfield, and a member of the Victor Emmanuel 
Club and the Springfield Golden Agers. He was a 
WWII U.S. Army veteran, serving in the European 
Theatre. He was a sergeant in the infantry and fought 
in the Battle of the Bulge. 

He was the husband of 62 years to Clara C. 
(Cicchetti) Barbero; the son of the late Joseph <& Maria 
Barbero; the uncle of Emile Barbero of Agawam and 
Elaine Schade of California; and the great-uncle to 
several. He was predeceased by six siblings, Samuel, 
Josephine, Julia, Katie, Bessie, and Emile. The funer¬ 


al was held at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church and 
Toomey-O’Brien Funeral Home of West Springfield, 
with burial in St. Thomas Cemetery at the conven¬ 
ience of the family. Memorial donations may be made 
to Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church, 123 Williams 
Street, Springfield, MA 01105-1949, or to a charity of 
one’s choice. 

ELLA BROWN 

Ella (DeSimone) Brown, 83, formerly of Agawam 
and Springfield, died recently at the Suffield House in 
Suffield, CT. She was born in Providence, Rl, on 
September 13, 1919 to the late Patrick & Christine 
(Spaziano) DeSimone. She was a member of St. John 
the Evangelist Church in Agawam and Shaker Farms 
Country Club in Westfield. 

She was predeceased by her husband of 60 years, 
George R. Brown, on October 9, 2002, and her two 
brothers, Joseph and Patrick DeSimone. She is sur¬ 
vived by her son, George R. Brown, Jr. and his wife, 
Maureen, of Bristol, CT; two daughters, Patricia A. 
Maggio and her husband, Richard, and Kathleen E. 
Bilodeau and her husband, Philip, both of Enfield, CT; 
nine grandchildren; 19 great-grandchildren; and three 
sisters, Anne Grande of Tampa, FL, and Mary 
D’Ambrosio and Christine Montecalvo, both of 
Cranston, Rl. The funeral was held at St. John’s 
Church and Colonial-Forastiere Funeral Home of 
Agawam, and the burial was scheduled to be private 
and at the convenience of the family. Memorial contri¬ 
butions may be made in her name to St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital Alsac, P.O. Box 1818, 
Memphis, TN 38101. 

CHARLOTTE M. CEBULA 
Charlotte M. (Duval) Cebula, 60, of Second Street, 
Westfield, died recently in Boston. Born in Springfield 
to Ernest & Mary (Smidek) Duval, she had lived in 
Agawam for most of her life. She was a senior clerk at 
Agawam City Hall for the past 25 years. 

She leaves three sons, David Dudley of Westfield, 
Richard Booth of Jacksonville, FL, and Bryan Booth of 
Westfield; a.brother, Robert Duval of Feeding Hills; a 
sister, Charlene Ouimet of Southwick; two grandchil¬ 
dren, Sarah and William Booth; two nieces; and a 
dear friend, Charles Volff of Springfield. The funeral 
was held at the Agawam Curran-Jones Funeral 
Home, with burial in Springfield Street Cemetery. 
Donations in her name may be made to the Dana 
Farber Cancer Institute or to the Shriner’s Hospital. 

BEAULAH M. MUTTI COLLI 
Beaulah M. (Rivers) Mutti Colli, 87, of 9 Hayward 


Road in the Florence section of Northampton, died 
recently at a local nursing home. Born in Agawam on 
April 8, 1915 to the late Levi & Amelia (LaMontagne) 
Rivers, she was a 1934 graduate of Agawam High 
School and had lived in the Florence area for 58 
years. 

She was primarily a homemaker, but found the 
most pleasure in the arts, travel, and her family. A lyric 
soprano, she performed from the time she was in high 
school until as recently as three months ago, when 
she sang at her granddaughter’s wedding. Opera 
music was a special interest to her, and she took part 
in many of the works put on by the Amherst 
Community Opera Company. 

Her travels, which she especially enjoyed with her 
husband, took her around the world for sightseeing or 
visiting grandchildren. Her door was always open for 
family and friends, and her suitcase was always 
packed to travel. Those who knew her will miss her 
sense of humor and sense of style. 

Her first husband, Eugene P. Mutti, died in 1962. 
She leaves her second husband of 20 years, Francis 
A. Colli; two daughters, Judith M. Grinnell of North 
Adams and Joanne M. Axelrod of Lyndon, VT; four 
brothers, Charles Rivers of Carver, MA, Lawrence 
Rivers of Springfield, and twin brothers, Earl Rivers of 
Agawam and Robert Rivers of Feeding Hills; three sis¬ 
ters, Althea Cowles of Agawam, Adrienne Alvigini of 
Feeding Hills, and Dolores Kehoe of East Hartford, 
CT; five grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren. 

The funeral was held at the Agawam Funeral Home 
and St. Theresa of the Infant Jesus Church, with bur¬ 
ial in the Massachusetts Veterans’ Memorial 
Cemetery (all in Agawam). Donations may be made to 
the Music Department at Agawam High School, 760 
Cooper Street, Agawam, MA 01001. 

MILDRED R. MURPHY 

Mildred R. Murphy, 84, formerly of 51 Maple Street, 
Agawam, died recently at a Shelburne Falls Nursing 
Home. Born in West Springfield to Daniel & Blanche 
(Chase) Murphy, she moved to Agawam in 1995. 

She worked for the Springfield Wire Company for 
19 years and retired in 1974. She was a communicant 
of St. Anthony of Padua Church, and was active with 
the Adult Care Health Club in Chicopee. 

She is survived by her brother, Francis M. Murphy 
of Colrain. A private graveside service was held in 
Calvary Cemetery, and the West Springfield Curran- 
Jones Funeral Home was in charge of the arrange¬ 
ments. 


There is a better way... 

Agawam Family Physicians 
is pleased to offer a New 
Cosmetic Service to both 
the general public as well 
as our existing patients. 

* Spider vein removal 

* Shaving bump treatment 

* Skin Rejuvenation 

* Permanent hair reduction 


Our fees for these services are substantially less than our 
competitors. If you have ever considered 
cosmetic laser treatments but have concerns about 
the procedure or expense, give us a call. 

We will arrange a no cost consultation for you and insure 
your questions will be fully and promptly addressed. 

Fulfiling your trust has always been our highest piority. 


Call 413-786-0880 to Arrange a Free Consultation 


Hampden County Physician Associates, LLC 
Dr. Michael Jawitz 

141 Main Street A$rwairi, MA 01001 
Tel: (413) 786-0880 * fax (413) 789-432 




VETS’ CORNER - from Page 6 

will collect personal comfort items , i.e., spray deodorant, denture cleaner, 
Poligrip, hair brushes, wheelchair cup holders, cosmetic bags for the women vet¬ 
erans, baby lotion, lipstick, knee socks, white socks, playing cards, writing pads, 
envelopes, large boxes of Kleenex, sweatpants, sweatshirts, and T-shirts (L, XL, 
XXL ONLY), baseball caps. Fun things: Bird seed, popcorn, popcorn oil, Beano 
cards, large-print magazines. They would like sponsors for large events and indi¬ 
vidual volunteers. 

In whatever you do, you are helping the Home live up to its motto of “CARE 
WITH HONOR AND DIGNITY." 

I would ask that you consider this holiday message. As you gather with your 
loved ones this holiday season, I want you to think about all the soldiers, sailors, 
Marines, and airmen and women who are in their military uniforms deployed all 
over this globe. They have given up their holidays to protect our freedom. GOD 
BLESS AMERCA. HAPPY HOLIDAYS. 


Injured... Think NovaCare! 


Whether at Work, At Home or on the Playing Field, Injuries Happen. When they do, 
NovaCare is here to help. We realize you do have a choice for your physical 
rehabilitation care - THANK YOU for choosing NovaCare. 


Wo odor convenient hours, 
including evening hours - 

Open until 8:00 p.m.i 


&) NovaCare 

rehabilitation 

a Select Medical company 


OUR SERVICES INCLUDE: 

• Physical Therapy 

• Hand/Occupational Therapy - 
Certified Hand Therapist 

• NCAP - NovaCare Athleti&J’crformance Program 

• WorkStrategics Program ™ - 

(Work Injury Prevention &C Management) 

• Athletic Training Services 

• Functional £4f£wi<y.Evaluations 

• Aquatic Thrt - 

* Vestibular (VertfjP) Jteliabilitation 
www. no vncarc. coin 


FEEDING HILLS 
60 North Westlield St. 
413-786-8908 

SPRINGFIELD 
3550 Main SI. 
413-788-6195 

SPRINGFIELD 
3455 E. Main SI. 
413-733 -3939 

SPRINGFIELD 
1160 Dickinson SI. 
413-737-6022 

PITTSFIELD 
41 Wahconah SI. 

413 499-6656 

•VI18R4HAM 
237’ Joslon Rd. 
413-596-2424 
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VESTA BROWNE (right), Kiwanis’ lieu¬ 
tenant governor, is shown presenting a plaque 
to Gina Fusick, past president of the West 
Springfield-Agawam Kiwanis Club. The 
plaque was given in recognition of Mrs. 
Fusick's contributions during her term as 
president of the local club. 

Kiwanis Club 
honors 
Gina Fusick 

Gina Fusick was honored at a recent meeting of 
the Kiwanis Club for her leadership and service to the 
community during her term as president of the local 
club. 

During her term as president, the club helped to 
launch the Skate Park; increased its scholarship aid 
from one to two awards; and inaugurated an Adopt-A- 
Family program during the holidays last year. 

Mrs. Fusick will continue to serve the club as 
immediate past president and as a member of the 
club's board of directors. 


“Song of the Month” 
from Agawam’s 
Sesquicentennial 
Committee 

In conjunction with the “Coliseum Spectacular” in 
May 2005, The Agawam Advertiser News will contin¬ 
ue presenting a “Song of the Month” during the school 
year. Students at all levels will be getting to know 
them as well. 

The monthly news edition will enable others in the 
town to also become familiar with the songs, some of 
which will include audience participation. Students 
and interested community members are encouraged 
to “make up” their own song books as this process 
evolves. They will also continue to be presented on 
the Channel 15 Cable TV program at 5:00 on 
Wednesday evenings. 

Song of the Month for December 2002 
“O CHRISTMAS TREE” (Traditional) 

O Christmas Tree, O Christmas Tree 
Thy leaves are so unchanging 
O Christmas Tree, O Christmas Tree 
Thy leaves are so unchanging 
Not only green when summer’s here 
But also when ‘tis cold and drear. 

O Christmas Tree, O Christmas Tree 
Thy leaves are so unchanging 

O Christmas Tree, O Christmas Tree 
You fill all hearts with gaiety. 

O Christmas Tree, O Christmas Tree 
You fill all hearts with gaiety. 

On Christmas Day you stand so tall 
affording joy to one and all. 

O Christmas Tree, O Christmas Tree 
You fill all hearts with gaiety. 

There are two major reasons for the inclusion of 
this familiar holiday carol in the “Coliseum 
Spectacular" celebrating Agawam’s 150th 
Incorporation as a separate township. 

In a feature story in the December 14, 1989 edition 
of The Agawam Advertiser News by Marilyn & Dick 



Curry, the headline stated that Feeding Hills was the 
site of the “First Public Christmas Tree In The U.S." 
There was some initial confusion about this because 
of a Yale publication stating that the Christmas tree 
was introduced in the U.S. by German immigrants, 
and the first public tree was set up in Westfield, 
Massachusetts by John Buschmann in 1860. 

With further research, it was learned that the 
Springfield Republican ran a story that the Yale publi¬ 
cation had misjudged the true location, with the site 
being the village of Feeding Hills. John Buschmann 
and other German immigrants had originally lived in 
Feeding Hills, where they erected the first public 
Christmas tree sometime between 1853 and 1857. 

Another Christmas holiday attraction of more 
recent vintage that has been receiving wide recogni¬ 
tion is Bethany Assembly’s Annual Singing Christmas 
Tree. This year will mark their 28th presentation of the 
outstanding production by their choir and orchestra. 
Eight separate performances are given on the second 
and third weekends of December, with a total of over 
6,000 people attending the widely acclaimed musical 
events. 


On Sunday, December 15th... 

Santa Claus to 
appear at Agawam’s 
Tree Lighting 

Santa Claus will be coming to Agawam for the 
Annual Tree Lighting on Sunday, December 15th, at 
6:00 p.m. 

The committee - chaired by Cil Millette and includ¬ 
ing Janis LaPointe, Carol Shuman, and Bob Whitney 
- promises that this will be a great way to kick off the 
holiday season. 

It is suggested that you bring your lawn chairs and 
set up by the Gazebo at Phelps School to enjoy the 
activities. 

Santa Claus, with Mrs. Claus, will arrive straight 
from the North Pole with help from the Agawam Fire 
Department. Santa’s elves from Mary Ann’s School of 
Dance in Agawam will pass out candy canes to all of 
the children. 

Before Santa arrives to light the tree, attendees will 
enjoy the free hot chocolate and great cookies, spe¬ 
cially home-baked by Agawam Senior Center volun¬ 
teers. A group of carolers, accompanied by Vinnie 
Govoni (who’s well-known for his musical talents), will 
provide you with all of the popular holiday carols. 

Get in the holiday spirit and join us for an hour of 
fun! 


Dec. 7th at Agawam Library... 

Celebrate the Seasons 
with Davis Bates 
& Roger Tincknell 

“Celebrate the Seasons" with Davis Bates and 
Roger Tincknell on Saturday, December 7th at 10:30 
a.m. at the Agawam Public Library for children ages 
three and up. 

This talented musical duo will share a variety of 
holiday songs during their performance of “Celebrate 
the Seasons." This program is funded, in part, by the 
Agawam Cultural Council. 

Registration is required. 

At Bogey’s Lounge... 

St. Patrick’s Comm, 
to host social 

The Agawam St. Patrick’s Committee will hold a 
social on Thursday, December 12th at Bogey’s 
Lounge, Southgate Shopping Center, Agawam. 

William Pfau, committee president, reported that 
the telephone committee will contact members. 

Guests are welcome and can call 789-0350 for 
reservations. 


Bay Path College 
invites community 
to Winterfest 

Bay Path College will hold its annual Winterfest 
performance on Thursday, December 12th at 7:30 
p.m. in Mills Theatre, Carr Hall. 

The public is invited to attend this musical and 
dance celebration of the winter solstice and the holi¬ 
day season. 

There is no charge for this performance, and the 
theatre is handicap-accessible. 

Winterfest is the celebration of the universality of 
man. Incorporating the themes of light, hope, good¬ 
will, and peace throughout the performance, 

Winterfest is also an observation of the winter sol¬ 
stice, an event that has great historical and emotion¬ 
al significance for cultures the world over. 

The program will include readings from members 
of the Bay Path and Longmeadow communities, and 
the following performers: Cantor Arietl Rothschild, the 
Mount Holyoke College Chamber Jazz Ensemble, the 
Bay Path Dancers, the Bay Path Chorale, the Page 
Singers, and a special appearance from the Chorus 
of the Berkshire Hills Music Academy. 

- ADVERTISER NEWS - 
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Agawam Historical 
& Fire House 
Museum gift shop 
to open Dec. 8th 

The Agawam Historical & Fire House Museum gift 
shop will be open from 1:00 to 3:30 p.m. on Sunday, 
December 8th, offering for sale a variety of town-relat¬ 
ed items. 

Items available include: 

* “AGAWAM," by Edith LaFrancis - the history of 
Agawam and Feeding Hills from 1635-1980. 

* “Images of America: Agawam and Feeding Hills,” 
by David Cecchi - a pictorial history of our town. 

* Commemorative coffee mugs, featuring images 
of antique fire apparatus and museum. 

* Museum Grand Opening commemorative camp 
mug featuring museum and USS Agawam. 

* Reproductions of 1831, 1869, and 1870 town 
maps. 

* Poster, postcard, and notecards featuring 
Adrianne Lacey’s painting of “Elm Street Station." 

* Commemorative pins featuring museum and new 
fire headquarters. 

Items range in price from $4 to $18.99. 

Items may also be purchased by calling Carol 
Miller at 786-7329. 

“Images of America: Agawam and Feeding Hills” 
can be purchased during regular business hours at 
the Agawam Town Clerk’s office, Agawam Town Hall, 
36 Main Street, Agawam. 

The Agawam Historical & Fire House Museum is 
located at 35 Elm Street, Agawam, and will reopen 
with regular Sunday visiting hours in the spring. 

The proceeds from all items sold benefit the 
Agawam Historical Association. 

***** 

Want to keep up on all the latest news 
in Agawam and Feeding Hills? Then be 
sure to subscribe to The Agawam 
Advertiser News! A one-year subscrip¬ 
tion costs only $26, so mail your check 
today to “The Advertiser News ” P.O. 
Box 263, Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 


Junior Women to 
sponsor breakfast 
with Santa 

The Agawam Junior Women’s Club is sponsoring a 
pancake and sausage breakfast on Sunday, 
December 8th, from 9:00-11:30 a.m. at the Agawam 
Middle School. Santa and Mrs. Claus will be available 
to visit with children, their families, and friends. 

Youngsters will also have an opportunity to be pho¬ 
tographed with Santa and Mrs. Claus and all children 
can personally deliver their Letters to Santa. Please 
be sure each child’s return address is included so 
Santa can send along some encouraging words, good 
cheer, and holiday wishes in reply. 

Tickets for “Breakfast with Santa & Mrs. Claus” will 
be available at the door on the date of the event. 

Donations of non-perishable food items for the 
Agawam Junior Women’s Holiday Baskets collection 
will also be accepted during the breakfast. The 
Holiday Baskets are a wonderful way to show our chil¬ 
dren the true spirit of giving during the holiday season, 
especially when helping our less fortunate Agawam 
families and friends. 

The Agawam Junior Women’s Club is a member of 
the General Federation of Women’s Clubs, Junior 


A Holiday Mini Bazaar will be held Friday, 
December 6th and Wednesday, December 18th from 
9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

*★* 

The Friends of the Agawam Senior Center will host 
a Winter Dinner Dance on Friday, December 13th. A 
social hour will be held at 5:30 p.m. with dinner at 6:00 
and dancing from 7:00-10:00 p.m. 

Music will be provided by Richie Mitnick. Cost is 
$”15 and the menu includes salad, cranberry and 
apple stuffed pork, roasted potatoes, rolls, dessert, 


Agawam St. Patrick’s Colleen Pageant chairman 
Barbara Lussier has announced that all Colleen 
Pageant applications must be returned by December 
23rd. 



SANTA & MRS. CLAUS will be the most pop¬ 
ular guests at the upcoming breakfast spon¬ 
sored by the Agawam Junior Women's Club. 


Membership, of Massachusetts. GFWC federations 
include home life, public affair, education, arts, and 
conservation programs and projects within the com¬ 
munity, statewide, and nationally. 


and coffee or tea. 

Call Cathy at 786-9536. 

Join us! We need a little Christmas at the Agawam 
Senior Center on Tuesday, December 17th from 1:00- 
3:00 p.m. Cost is $3. 

*★* 

“Bright Nights and Pizza” will be held Thursday, 
December 19th. A bus will leave the Agawam Senior 
Center at 4:00 p.m. Cost is $10 and includes bus ride, 
Twinkle Tour, and soda and pizza. 


Mail applications to: Colleen Pageant, P.O. Box 
825, Agawam, MA 01001-0825. 

Questions can be answered by calling Lussier at 
789-7746. 


Upcoming events at Agawam Senior Ctr. 


Colleen Pageant applications due Dec. 23rd 



The Law Office of 


Anthony G. 


•It) IKUI1931 

Over 24j ears experience in legal representation. 


746-9800 


101 STATE STREET, SPRINGFIELD 
Free parking available 




Free tree wrapping and wagon rides 
Free hot chocolate, cider and coffee 
Free candy canes and coloring books 


wveyouriamilyaii 
Unforgettable Experience. 

Enjoy a wagon ride or walk 
through the farm to choose and 
cut your own live tree, or select 
from a variety of pre-cut trees. 

i f 

Visit our 


Fully stocked with a wide assortment of: 

• Wreaths & Cemetery Boxes 

• Ornaments & Wrapping Paper 
•Tree Lights & Tree Stands 

• Toys, Gifts & Handmade Crafts 

• Stockings &Tree Skirts 


GlenGary 

Christmas Tree Farm 

539 Shoemaker Lane 
Agawam, MA 786-1558 


Open Daily Nov. 29-Dec. 22 9:00 am-Dusk 


Present this coupon to 

Save ^2.00 
on any tree! 
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New Jimmy Fund 
Council member 



THE JIMMY FUND COUNCIL OF WEST¬ 
ERN MASSACHUSETTS inducted Korby 
Clark of Agawam as a Council member at 
their Annual Council Meeting held November 
19th at the Majestic Theater in West 
Springfield. Korby is pictured with Jimmy 
Fund Council president and WGGB 40 news 
anchor Dave Madsen. 

Agawam UNICO 

to host Breakfast 

/ 

with Santa 

The sixth Annual Agawam UNICO Pancake 
Breakfast with Santa will be held Sunday, December 
8th from 8:00-11:30 a.m. at the Polish American Club, 
139 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills. 

Proceeds from this year’s event will benefit a fund 
for Stephen Mallory to go to Dolphin Therapy. 

The breakfast will be held in memory of Art Chase. 

Donation is $4.50 (children under nine are free) 
and tickets are available at the door or by calling 
Bruno Maule at 789-0082 or Sal Morassi at 786-0177. 

Italian Sporting 
Club to hold 
dinner, Dec. 9th 

The Italian Sporting Club, 349 Cooper Street, 
Agawam will hold a monthly Ziti & Meatball Dinner on 
Monday, December 9th, with servings from 5:00-6:30 
p.m. 

The public is invited. Children four years and 
younger will eat free. Let’s help support our last Italian 
Club in Agawam. Donation is $5 per peson. Tickets 
will be sold at the door. 

For the best in local goods and 

seivices, be sure to check our 
classifieds each and every 
week...AANH! 


Members of the Texas Association of Bank Counsel 
and their banker guests enjoyed the opportunity to 
learn about hot topics in banking law at the 
Association’s 26th Annual Convention held at the San 
Luis Resort & Conference Center on Galveston 
Island. 

The TABC membership elected new officers and 
directors at the Association's annual membership 
meeting held on October 10th. Officers named to 
serve a one-year term at the Association’s business 
meeting included President-Elect Jerald M. 
Pomerantz (Jerald M. Porfierantz, Attorney at Law, 
Weslaco), a former Agawam resident. 

Pomerantz graduated from Agawam High School in 
1972 and while at the school, wrote for the MIRROR, 
served on the Student Body Committee, and was a 
member of the High School’s champion intramural 
volleyball team, Ben's Boys. 

He received his B.A., cum laude, in economics 
from Brandeis Univesity and his law degree from 
Vanderbilt University School of Law. In addition, he 
has completed several American Institute of Banking 
courses. 

Pomerantz drafted S.B. 139, dealing with the use 
of trade names in financing statements, and S.B. 140, 
providing a “cure” provision for certain violations of the 
Texas Consumer Credit Code, both of which were 
introduced in the 1989 Texas Legislative Session. 

Italian Women’s 
Club to meet 
December 16th 

The December meeting of the Italian Women’s 
Club will be held on Monday, December 16th, at the 
Radisson Hotel, located at 1 Bright Meadow 
Boulevard in Enfield, Connecticut. Membership is 
open to all Italian women, either born or married to an 
Italian. 

The dinner will begin promptly at 6:30 p.m. This 
month’s hostesses are Mrs. Ciro Camerota, Mrs. 
Richard Camerota, and Mrs. Richard Dellatorre- 
Stevens. 

For information on the Italian Women’s Club, 
please write to P.O. Box 5621, Springfield, MA 01101. 


Pomerantz’ professional activities include member¬ 
ship in the Hidalgo County Bar Association, the 
College of the State Bar of Texas, the Texas 
Association of Bank Counsel, and the Conference on 
Consumer Finance Law. He has served on the Board 
of Directors of the College of the State Bar of Texas 
(1990-1995), the Hidalgo County Bar Association Law 
Library Committee, and as a member of the Board of 
Directors of the Texas Association of the Bank 
Counsel (1993-1996, 1997-2000, and 2001-present). 
He has had several legal articles published. One of 
Pomerantz’ articles has been cited in case opinions by 
the Fifth Circuit United States Court of Appeals and 
by the United States Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern 
District of Texas. 

Pomerantz is a past president of the Weslaco 
Jaycees and has received numerous awards from the 
Jaycees. He is a former member of the City of 
Weslaco Charter Review Commission. 

The Texas Association of Bank Counsel, a group of 
760 lawyers primarily engaged in representing banks, 
credit unions, and other financial institutions, has 
served bank lawyers and their clients since 1976 by 
keeping them up-to-date with current developments in 
the laws and regulations affecting financial institu¬ 
tions. 

A brief presentation was made on plans for next 
year’s Convention at South Padre Island on October 
9th and 19th, 2003. 

Blue Shutters In 
Feeding Hills to hold 
annual craft sale 

Theresa Barlow will be holding the annual Craft 
and Bake Sale at the Blue Shutters, 969 Shoemaker 
Lane, Feeding Hills on Saturday, December 7th from 
9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. and Sunday, December 8th from 
12:00 noon-4:00 p.m. 

You will find homemade jellies, jams, pickles, and 
relish as well as homemade breads, muffins, cookies, 
and much more. You will also find, along with decora¬ 
tive wood, many gift-ready items. “Dolls by Nancy” will 
once again be available. 

Stop by. There will be many items to sample and a 
chance to do some holiday shopping. 


Alan L. Ferrigno 

Attorney at Law 

546 Springfield Street 
Feeding Hills 

(413) 786-9454 

* Personal Injury/Auto Accidents 

* Wrongful Discharge from Employment 

* Business Organization/Litigation 

* Incorporation 

* Estate/Medicaid PlanningA/Vills 

* DWI Defense 

Over 24 years professional experience 
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Anthony Gaynor 
graduates from 
basic training 

Air National Guard Airman 1st Class Anthony R. 
Gaynor has graduated from basic military training at 
Lackland Air Force Base, San Antonio, Texas. 

During the six weeks of training, the airman studied 
the Air Force mission, organization, and military cus¬ 
toms and courtesies; performed drill and ceremony 
marches, and received physical training, rifle mark- 
manship, field training exercises, and special training 
in human relations. 

In addition, airmen who complete basic training 
earn credits toward an associate degree through the 
Community College of the Air Force. 

He is the grandson of Marilyn Taylor of S. Alhambra 
Circle, Agawam. 

Gaynor is a 2002 graduate of Agawam High 
School. 

Mark Visconti 
graduates from 
basic training 

Air National Guard Airman 1st Class Mark A. 
Visconti has graduated from basic military training at 
Lackland Air Force Base, San Antonio, Texas. 

During the six weeks of training, the airman studied 
the Air Force mission, organization, and military cus¬ 
toms and courtesies; performed drill and ceremony 
marches, and received physical training, rifle mark- 
manship, field training exercises, and special training 
in human relations. 

In addition, airmen who complete basic training 
earn credits toward an associate degree through the 
Community College of the Air Force. 

He is the son of Beth and Mark Visconti of 
Southview Drive, Southwick and grandson of 
Elizabeth and Robert Johnson of Federal Street Ext., 
Agawam. 

Visconti is a 2000 graduate of West Springfield 
High School. 

***** 

If you visit the Advertiser News’ office at 

23 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills (above 

Remillard Insurance), please note that our 

main entrance is in the back. Thank you... 

***** 
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Sesquicentennial Committee selling 
commemorative calendar & ornament 


The first of four commemorative ornaments to be 
produced by the Agawam Sesquicentennial 
Committee is now available for sale. The committee 
plans to produce a dated ornament each year through 
the town’s sesquicentennial year in 2005. 

This year’s ornament features the old Agawam 
Town Hall and Center School on one side and the 
sesquicentennial logo on the other, silkscreened in 
gold on a matte/red glass ball. 

Ornaments are $7 each, and proceeds will benefit 
the Agawam Sesquicentennial Committee's fundrais¬ 
ing efforts for Agawam’s 150th anniversary celebra¬ 
tion to be held in June 2005. Concerts, fireworks, a 
parade, house tour, and an historical re-enactment 
have been planned for the celebration. 

The Sesquicentennial Committee has also pro¬ 
duced a commemorative calendar for 2003 featuring 
images from antique postcards of the town and includ- 

Florida Tangoed to 
demonstrate natural 
greenery decorating 

The Agawam Public Library is pleased the present 
the program, “Using Natural Greens for Decorating" 
on Thursday, December 12th at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Community Room. 

Feeding Hills artist Florida Tangoed will demon¬ 
strate how natural yard greens can be used effective¬ 
ly for decorating a home this season. She has been 
involved with the arts and currently works in watercol- 
or and mixed media. Florida believes the spirit of 
artistry is in most of us, and we can use it effecively in 
various and interesting ways in our surroundings. 

Years ago, she visited Caprilands, the gardens of 
Adelma Grenier Simmons, a reknown herbalist, 
wreath-maker, and author. That was the beginning of 
her interest and appreciation of natural greenery. 
Since then, Florida has made up greenery arrange¬ 
ments using a variety of items, such as goblets and 
baskets for holiday gifts 


ing dates of local historical interest. Calendars are 
$ 10 . 

At this time, both ornaments and calendars may be 
purchased during normal business hours at these 
locations: 

* Westfield Bank, 655 Main Street, Agawam. 

* Riverside Liquors, 1811 Main Street, Agawam. 

* Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper Street, 
Agawam. 

* Surprise! Card & Gift Shop, 838 Suffield Street, 
Agawam. 

Calendars may also be purchased at the Agawam 
Town Clerk’s Office, Agawam Town Hall, 36 Main 
Street. 

For more information about the Town of Agawam 
Sesquicentennial Committee, please call Karla Young 
at 786-8995. New members are always welcome. 

Dazzling December 
at the Agawam 
Public Library 

Visit with Mrs. Claus - Saturday, December 
14th, 10:30 a.m.: Ages three and up. Join Mrs. Claus 
in “Santa’s Workshop” as she captures the spirit of 
the holidays in her delightful performance. 
Registration is required. 

•kirk 

Holiday Card Make & Take Craft Week: Monday, 
Dec. 16th-Saturday, Dec. 21st, for all ages. Create 
your own holiday card to give to someone special. 
Craft supplies are available all week while the library 
is open. No registration is required. 

Happy Holiday Storytime and Christmas Craft: 

Wednesday, Dec. 18th, 6:30 p.m. or Friday, Dec. 
20th, 10:30 a.m. Ages three and up. Make sparkling 
crafts and enjoy a special story, all in the spirit of 
Christmas! Registration is required. 


and decoration in the 
home. 

This program is free 
and open to the public. 
Please register in per¬ 
son or call the Agawam 
Public Library at 789- 
1550, ext. 109. 


Personal 
Computer 
Solutions —’ 


Sales - Service - Repairs 
Maintenance - System Setup 
Upgrades - Training 


Law Offices Of 
Patricia M. Hebert P.C. 


Has your computer had a checkup lately? 

Is it crashing? Does it take ages to print? Does it ke ®P 

Call now for an In-tome checkup - Only $39.00 


Divorce & Family Law 


i 


Computer Systems are now on sale!! 


These prices include personal delivery to your door. 
System setup & installatio n is available for only $39.0 0 

$294.00*+ tax ~ 800 MHz (model 5694A) 

128MB RAM, 40GB Hard Drive, AGP 32MB video, 52XCD-Rom, Onboard sound, 
10/100 Net Card, 56K modem, keyboard, mouse, speakers. 


* Visitation 

* Adoptions 
* Alimony 

* Child Support 
* Conservator 

* Contempt 

* Guardian 

* Mediation 


* Custody 

* Prenuptual 
Agreements 

* Modifications 

* Estates 

* Restraining Orders 

* Wills 

* Paternity 


360 Springfield Street 
Agawam 

786-2211 


$449.00*+ tax ~ P4 1.6 GHz (model 8925W) 

25 6MB SDRAM, 40GB Hard Drive, 32X CD-RW, Onboard 32MB Video shared^ 

Onboard Sound, Onboard net card, 56K m odem, keyboard, mouse, speak . • _ 

Slim PC Case Models - Models Including P 4 2.0 GHz Available! 

— $399.00*+ tax Celeron 1.7 GHZ(modei 3926W) 

256MB SDRAM, 40GB hard drive, integrated 3D video, 24XCD-RW w/software, 
on board sound, 10/100 LAN, 56K modem, keyboard, mouse, speakers. 

Many other system co nfigurations are avflilabjg 

You can see these systems & more at our discount online 

•store at www.aqawa mcnmDuters.com. Click on the linK 

"Complete Computer Systems" for our secure site. 

Please allow 2 weeks for building ft shipping t«me^ 

"All systems shipped without an Operating system. Add $120 00 for Windows XP H . 
*Offer good through December 20, 2002 

^—■ 

Ken Athas: 531-4744 

E-mail: ken@agawamcomputers.com 
Web: www.agawamcomputers.com 
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Wilson Thompson 
Auxiliary to host 
fundraiser dinner 
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Five generations 


Wilson Thompson American Legion Auxiliary Unit 
185 will host a roast beef dinner on Wednesday, 
December 11th from 5:00-8:00 p.m. at the Post Home 
at 478 Springfield Street, Agawam. 

Dinner will include all-you-can-eat roast beef, pota¬ 
toes, gravy, vegetable, rolls, dessert, and coffee. 
Donation is $7 for adults and $5.50 for seniors and 
children age 10 and under. 

All proceeds to benefit the American Legion 
Auxiliary programs. 

For further information, call Mary Ellen at 789-9844 
or Tina at Post 185, 786-4806. Tickets will be avail¬ 
able at the Post home. 


Parish Cupboard 
Grand Campaign 
ornaments here 


KATHERINE GRACE MATUZA 

Matuza family 
announces birth 
of Katherine Grace 


The Grand Campaign Christmas ornaments are 
HERE. With $2,705 remaining on their bill, the Grand 
Committee purchased beautiful white, glass ball orna¬ 
ments depicting a grand piano with the words, “The 
Grand Campaign, 2002." 

The ornaments are available by mail. Send a 
check for $10 to 817 Main Street, West Springfield, 
MA 01089. Ornaments can also be purchased at Elm 
Street Florist (next to the West Springfield Post 
Office) and in the Music Department office of West 
Springfield High School during their business hours. 

Any questions can be referred to Candy Boucher 
at 788-0881. The ornaments are boxed and would 
make great gifts for music lovers of all ages. The sup¬ 
ply of ornaments is limited. 

Proceeds from the ornament sale will finish paying 
the debt of the brand new Yamaha grand piano pur¬ 
chased this year for West Springfield High School. 
Over $30,000 has been raised so fair. 

If you haven’t been a part of this exciting commu¬ 
nity effort, please help now. Your donation will be 
most appreciated. 

***** 


ON NOVEMBER 1, 2002, Ally Nicole Jabry 
(5-1/2 mos.) was baptized at Mount Carmel 
Church in Springfield. Joining her are (stand¬ 
ing, from left) her grandmother, Debbie 
Marquiss; her mother, Gina Jabry; and her 
great-grandmother, Marie Andruss. In addi¬ 
tion, sitting with Ally Nicole is her 90-year-old 
great-great-grandmother, Caroline Demaio. 
The family is much honored to make five gen¬ 
erations. All family members reside in 
Agawam. 


John & Ellen Matuza would like to announce the 
birth of their second child, Katherine Grace. 

Kate was born on September 9, 2002. She 
weighed in at seven pounds, 13 ounces and was 20 
inches long. 

Kate was welcomed home by her big sister, Jenna. 
The proud grandparents are Paul & Jackie Kelley of 
Agawam and Erwin & Hope Matuza of Omaha, 
Nebraska. 

The great-grandmother is Adele Matuza, also of 

Agawam Democratic 0maha 
Comm, to hold 
holiday party 

The Agawam Democratic Committee will be hold¬ 
ing their annual holiday party on Tuesday, December 
10th at 6:00 p.m. at the American Legion on 
Springfield Street. 

The public is welcome to join in celebrating the 
season. Please bring a $5 grab-bag gift for our gift 
exchange and a non-perishable food item for the 
Parish Cupboard. 

RSVP by December 8th to Beth Malone at 786- 
0533. 


Karaoke offered 
at the Turnverein 


For all the hometown news, you 
turn our pages each and every 
week ... AANHl 


Karaoke at the Springfield Turnverein on Garden 
Street is a popular Friday night activity. 

Come join the fun with “DJ Richard” beginning at 
8:30 p.m. For more information, call the club at 786- 
0924. 


***** 
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jj|H Member - American Optometric Association 

,|]|||) Andrew E. Boraski, O.D. 
Elizabeth Ryan, O.D. 

Optometrists 

Comprehensive Eye Health Care 
Convenient Evening & Saturday Hours 
Contact Lens Specialists 
Credit Cards Accepted 
Contracted Provider For: 

BC/BS of MA (when applicable) 

HMO Blue, Blue Care 65 & Blue Choice 
Secure Horizons 
Medicare 
Tufts 

Davis Vision 
Cigna 

ConnectiCare 
Pioneer Health 
Health New England 


Celebrate N&w Year's Eve 
with Superb Dining <&■ \ 
banting to Live Musicl" 


School Street BistfO 


The Columbia Meeting House 

\ vv/ . A NEW YEAR'S EVE CELEBRATION! -* V 
RESERVE NOW! DINE*DANCE*CELEBRATE 
ONLY $100. PER COUPLE (incudestaxMRA irmr) 
^'THE THIRD FLOOR CELEBRATION INCLUDES 
'■ x Soda / Hour with appetizers , Prime Rib or Norwegian 


Contact Lenses 
and 

Contact Lens 
Solutions 


Grilled Salmon , a Midnight Toast, Venetian Desserts, \ 
• . * ; Party Favors. Dancing to " TOP SHELF " «, 

• ***TC***** *■ *t ■* Vt ■* * *c ********Vc**** 

Not Interested in a Celebration Package? Our Diningl 


334 Walnut St. Ext., Agawam 
(413) 789-0031 


Room is Open to Serve You a Fine Celebratory Meal. C I I + 

29 School Street, Westfield, MA (413) 562-8700 


, tv 

* www.schoolstreecbistro.com 
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Old-fashioned 
concert to benefit 
Parish Cupboard 

Richie and Kathy Mitnick and the Sounds of Music 
Singers are performing their popular Holiday Concert 
on December 6th. The concert, sponsored by the 
Agawam Rotary Club, will be held at the Agawam 
High School at 760 Cooper Street. 

Doors open at 6:00 p.m. Show begins at 7:00 p.m. 
Admission is two canned goods plus $3 per ticket, or 
$5 per ticket without canned goods. All canned goods 
collected will be donated to the West 
Springfield/Agawam Parish Cupboard. 

Emcee/entertainment for the evening is the ever- 
popular Rollie Jacobs, well-known former TV-22 
sportscaster. There will be an opportunity to purchase 
raffle tickets on selected items prior to the concert and 
during intermission with proceeds to benefit the 
Agawam Rotary Scholarship Funds. 

Richie and Kathy Mitnick have performed through¬ 
out the area for over 20 years on organ and keyboard. 
Their warm style of the great standards and show 
tunes have won them many fans. 

Several years ago, Richie and Kathy formed the 
Sounds of Music Singers. The group has been per¬ 
forming for the Summer Concert Series at many local 
towns and for dinner shows at venues such as the 
Yankee Pedlar Inn. 

Performing with Richie and Kathy are Ethel Lee, 
Jessie Rivers, Connie Lind, and Tony Hartman. 
Jessie and Connie are former Ms. Senior 
Masscahusetts winners and have performed profes¬ 
sionally for many years. West Springfield DARE 
Officer Ethel Lee has audiences going wild with her 
great jazz and standard interpretations of songs from 
Ella right up to Tracy Chapman. Tony Hartman is the 
“Balladeer.” If you liked the velvet tones of Mel Torme 
and Andy Williams, you’ll love Tony. 

Last but not least is emcee/entertainer Rollie 
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This winter season... 

MSPCA offers tips 
for responsible 
pet ownership 

Don’t let the hustle and bustle of this holiday sea¬ 
son jeopardize your pets’ safety. 

The Springfield MSPCA Law Enforcement 
Department encourages pet owners to show compas¬ 
sion to their animals by keeping them indoors this 
cold season. If pets must be kept outside, here are 
some tips to keep them safe: 

* During frigid weather, all pets should be taken 
inside. 

Most pets are not suited for the extremely cold 
weather and should be kept indoors to prevent frost¬ 
bite. If animals are left outside, they tend to find shel¬ 
ter out of the wind in places such as the hood of auto¬ 
mobiles. It is important to honk your horn before start¬ 
ing your engine to prevent danger to animals. 

* If dogs or rabbits spend any length of time 
outdoors, they should be provided with proper 
shelter that is dry and secure from the wind and 
weather. 

The entrance should be proportionate in size to the 
animal using it, and should face in the opposite direc¬ 
tion from the prevailing winds. Doghouses should be 
protected by a door or flap, and rabbit cages should 
be completely covered. Fresh hay or cedar shavings 
provide dry bedding and blankets materials. The shel¬ 
ter floor should be elevated from the ground. 

* Keep pets away from antifreeze, which can be 
deadly if ingested. 

Clean up spills immediately, store chemicals 
securely away from pets, and look for products con¬ 
taining propylene glycol instead of ethylene glycol. 
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Parish Cupboard 

to share in court 
settlement 

The Parish Cupboard received notice from Ellis 
and Rapacki, attorneys in Boston, of a forthcoming 
grant award which results from the Massachusetts 
Vitamins Litigation Settlement. 

In their letter to Executive Director Candy Boucher, 
they said, “The Superior Court has approved a plan of 
distribution for the Massachusetts Vitamins Litigation 
settlement announced earlier this year.” 

The Parish Cupboard will receive a total of 
$33,569.83 in awards to their Soup Kitchen and Food 
Pantry programs. These funds are to be used for cap¬ 
ital improvements or to enforce food safety compli¬ 
ance within the organization. 

"We are receiving these grants because of the dili¬ 
gence of the staff of the Food Bank of Western 
Massachusetts. The Food Bank applied for the 
monies on behalf of 204 separate programs in agen¬ 
cies who are Food Bank members,” explained Mrs. 
Boucher. “Our relationship with the Food Bank and 
our networking with their staff and others who feed 
people, has resulted in this terrific gift to the residents 
of West Springfield, Agawam, and Feeding Hills." 

The award will be presented at an assembly on 
Monday, December 9th at the Holyoke Holiday Inn. 
Mrs. Boucher will join directors of the Food Bank and 
other agencies at this awards assembly. The Parish 
Cupboard Board of Directors will discuss possible 
uses of this gift in their meetings next year. 

“Once again, we want to say thank you to David 
Sharken, Executive Director of the Food Bank of 
Western Massachusetts, and his staff members who 
worked so hard on this grant application," said Mrs. 
Boucher. 



3 years 4 . 75 % 5„5®S% 


5 years 5 . 25 % 5.660 % 


7 years 5 . 875 % 5.52f 


« CHINA STAR * 

Specializing in Chinese Food to Take-Out 

382 Main Street - Agawam, Ma. 
789-7170* 789-7196 


'Rotes effective as of 11/4/02. Subject to change without notice 
Annual percentage rate (APR} based on 20% down payment for a S100,000 
loan. First rate adjustment after the third, fifth, or seventh year. Subject to 
qualification Repayment per $1,000 borrowed - 3/3 year ARM $5,217; 

5/5 ARM $5.522:7/3 year ARM $5,915. 

£=J Equal Housing Lender Member FDIC Member DIF Tum 


-No Quantity Limits- Expires 12/12/02 (With This Coupon) 


Lunch And 
Dinner 
Combos: 

Buy 1, 
Get 2nd At 

Half Price 


1 House Dinner 
! Special 

I 6 Chicken Fingers 
I 6 Boneless Spare Ribs 
| 2 Chicken Teriyaki ONLY 

I 2 Crab Rangoons qc 

, 2 Chicken Wings 

Reg SI 2.95 

I With Choice Pint of Pork 
Chicken, or Vegetable Fried 
Rice 


Jacobs. This former TV-222 sportscaster is the 
“voice" of the group, and adds great joy to the musi¬ 
cal numbers he performs. Get into the true holiday 
spirit with Richie and Kathy Mitnick and the Sounds of 
Music Singers! 


Deadline extended 
for “Holiday 


Illuminations” 


Due to the lateness of the Thanksgiving holiday 
and last week’s snowstorm, the “Holiday Illumination” 
entry deadline has been extended to December 8th. 

The maps will be available one week later during 
the weekend of December 14th in order to place the 
new entrants on the map at their street locations. The 
contest will, therefore, run an additional weekend, 
extending to January 1st for contest entries. 

Call either Rosalie Dialessi, 786-2616, or Aileen 
Semanie, 786-4472, to enter the contest and have 
your house listed on the map for viewing. 

% Both of these telephone numbers have answering 
machines, so feel free to leave a message with your 
name, address, and phone number. 


Finally, A 30-Year Mortgage 
That Makes Sense! 


You Pick The Fixed Term. No Points. Great Low Rates. 


Hampden 

Bank 


Be first @ last 


hampdenbank.com YourTe/Bank: 1.800.887.6704 
Springfield: Downtown 736.1812; Allen Street 782.5291 
West Springfield: 781.3360; Longmeadow: 567.3321 
Agawam: 821.9437; Loan Center: 452.5120 
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Adoption info 
meeting set for 
December 18th 

The Adoption Resource Center at Brightside for 
Families and Children, 2112 Riverdale St., West 
Springfield, will hold an information meeting for sin¬ 
gles and couples interested in exploring local, nation¬ 
al, and international opportunities to adopt children. 

The free meeting will take place on Wednesday 
evening, December 18th, from 7:00-9:00 p.m. in the 
Adoption Resource Center’s BLUE ROOM. 

Adoption Resource Center staff will be on hand to 
explain and answer questions about: 

* various domestic and international adoption serv¬ 
ices 

* basic adoption requirements 

* fees 

* general information about adoption 

For more information, call 827-4315. 

p = — = — „ = = o==.___ C ==, = _ — — 

Agawam Senior 
Center’s weekly 
lunch menu 

Mon., Dec. 9th: Ziti & meatballs, tossed salad, 
Italian bread, apple. 

Tues., Dec. 10th: Chicken pot pie (vegetables & 
potatoes), beet salad, biscuit, peaches. 

Wed., .Dec. 11th: Meatloaf w/gravy, stuffing, 
butternut squash, cranberry sauce, strudel cake. 

Thurs., Dec. 12th: Baked chicken breast, 
scored potato, sauteed cabbage, tapioca pudding. 

Fri., Dec. 13th: Baked fish, baked potato, 
spinach, mixed fruit. 

(All meals are served with a whole grain bread; 
menu subject to change without notice.) 
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“Beauty 

Comer” 

by Mary Ann Zicolella 
Salon Tres Chic at Twin Silos 
1407 Suffield Street 
Agawam, MA 01001 
(413) 786-8274 


How to get “festive” hair... 

Question: Now that the holidays are here, I am 
looking for a few easy ways to make my hair look fes¬ 
tive for these informal gatherings. Any suggestions? 

Answer: No matter if your hair is short, medium, or 
long, there are a few things to remember. First, find a 
look that will flatter your face, and second, try to 
enhance your good features (make-up will also help to 
make this step fun). 

For short hair, I recommend a bit of a messy look 
on the top and at the crown, and keep the sides and 
back close-fitting. Using products to create your look 
is very important for a lasting effect. Paul Mitchell has 
many products to help you with your look. They have 
been designed for your specific hair type and the style 
you wish to create. 

Jennifer (our on-staff national educator for Paul 
Mitchell) and Carol (our salon-certified Paul Mitchell 
specialist) can “prescribe” products for your one-of-a- 
kind specific hair needs. The next step would be to try 
some temporary spray colors, such as silver or gold, 
to accent a few pieces around the face and maybe a 
few on the neckline. The secret is to keep it simple. 

For medium-length hair, I suggest to set-dry hair on 
electric rollers, or spray sections of hair with Paul 
Mitchell’s Fast Drying Sculpting Spray and roll on 
medium velcro rollers. After 15 minutes, take down 
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and brush hair upside-down, then fluff into place. 
Gather up the top and sides only, and catch this hair 
in the back with a festive hair clip. 

If you want softness around the face, then pull out 
a few strands for a wispy look. Leaving the back down 
will give you a simple yet special look. For a little more 
drama, try clipping in one or two hair extensions in a 
lighter or darker shade than your own color, or spray 
the wisps around the face with temporary color. 

Now, if your hair is long, the look of hair pulled 
loosely away from the face and caught up in the back 
or on the crown is a very sexy look. Gather the hair, 
pulling out any pieces for softness around the face 
and neckline. Use a coated elastic to keep the hair 
together, then lightly spray the ponytail with Paul 
Mitchell Soft Spray. Smooth with your hands, and 
twist the hair gently to the ends and wrap around the 
elastic (securing with bobby pins). 

Slide in any festive pieces of flowers, or maybe 
some chopsticks for a finished look. Again, color 
spraying the wispies around the hairline will give 
added dimension to your look. These temporary col¬ 
ors can be purchased at party stores and are easily 
washed out of the hair. 

Now, take the time and have some fun with your 
make-up for a completed holiday look. Remember, for 
that extra special evening, our salon specializes in for¬ 
mal up-dos and make-up, and we can also make your 
hands and feet just as special as the rest of you. 

Don’t forget to have your eyebrows and lips waxed 
a day early to avoid the red after-effects on the day of 
your event. Give us a call for all of your holiday needs, 
and have a ball! 

Thought for a smile: Looking in the mirror and feel¬ 
ing pretty. 

And remember... Beauty is our Business! 


At Amelia Park... 

Westfield High Concert Choir to perform 


Amelia Park, 20 South Broad Street, Westfield is 
hosting the second annual Christmas musical presen¬ 
tation and sing-a-long, featuring the Westfield High 
School Concert Choir, on Wednesday, December 11th 
at 7:00 p.m. 

The event will be held in the Amelia Park 
Community Room and will culminate with the singing 


of Silent Night around the Amelia Christmas Tree in 
Amelia’s Garden. 

The public is invited to celebrate the season at this 
free event. 

For more information, contact Mike Burns, Program 
Manager, at 568-2503. 



If you visit the Advertiser News’ office at 23 Southwick 
Street, Feeding Hills (above Remillard Insurance), please 
note that our main entrance is in the back. Thank you. 


701 Main Street 
Agawam Center 
(413) 789-0812 


REAL ESTATE 
COMPANY, INC 


Happy & Safe , 

Holidays % The Cuttfo^fy 

from the staff of wf ^S e JA 

The C utting Edge oXn ay Sp J* 

Salon & Day Spa 

f§[ And on the 6th day of Chistmas: 

A Manicure & Pedicure Special - Now $40.00 

(w/all nail techs) 

$§[ And on the 7th day of Chistmas: 

i , A European Facial - Now $48.00 

S And on the 10th day of Chistmas: 

A 1 Hour Massage - Now $45.00 

gi And on the 12th day o f Chistmas: 

- 4 !) A Gift Certificate For The Next Year 


Agawam. Bus/Ag zoned home 
w/attached 4 Rm. Apt. May be ideal for 
many uses. Lots of hdwd. firs., end. 
porch, more. $145,900. 

789-0812 Kathy Ayre 786-6150 


Agawam. Recently updated two family. 
Vinyl-sided, hdwd. firs., 2 BR’s in each unit. 

$189,900. 

789-0812 Ben Benton x27 


Agawam. Outstanding! Lower level fam. 
rm. w/fplc., C/Air, C/Vac, screened 
porch, pool. $209,900. 

789-0812 Barbara Skiba 827^118 


Agawam. Ease the squeeze! Vinyl-sided 5 
BR Cape in convenient location. Wd. firs. 

$132,500. 

789-0812 Kathy Ayre 786-7183 


All Specials Expire 2/1/03 * Offers Not To Be Combined 

10% Off all Gift Certificates now thru 1/1/03 
Gift Baskets Available! 


Agawam. This Cape is a brick beauty! 8 
Rms., 3+ BR’s, 2 baths. Updated kitchen, 
huge deck, garage. $154,900. 

789-0812 Anne DePalma 786-4377 


Agawam. Wow! What a Ranch! 3 BR’s, 2 
Bths., huge deck. Remodeled kitchen, fncd. 
yard. $199,900. 

789-0812 Ben Benton x27 


In The Crossroads Plaza - 28 Southwick St., F.H. Center 
Walk-his Welcome 789-6369 Open: Mon.- Sat. 























AGAWAM SENIOR CITIZENS gathered at the Senior Center for the Annual Thanksgiving Dinner on Friday, November 22nd. The cooks who 
served the traditional dinner included (left photo, from left) Judy Zukowski, Joanna Fazio, James Cardaropoli, and Betty Couture. In right 
photo: Providing the entertainment for the Annual Thanksgiving Dinner at the Agawam Senior Center on Friday, November 22nd, is Jim White, 
whose Native American name is Chief Visiting Cloud. Jim is from the Winnebago Tribe. Welcoming Jim to the festivities are Senior Center staff 
members Gail Freeman and Joann Lenihan. Advertiser News photos by Kathy Shepard. 


ONE OF THE HELPERS at the Agawam 
Senior Center’s Thanksgiving Dinner, 
Armand Robert, told us that 200 traditional 
Thanksgiving meals were served at the Senior 
Center on Friday, November 22nd, and 130 
more "meals on wheels” were served. Advertiser 

News photo by Kathy Shepard. 




JIM BIRCHALL (standing) opens his arms to people he cares about at the Agawam Senior 
Center’s Thanksgiving Dinner on Friday, November 22nd. Seated from left: Barbara Kupec, 
Laurel Gagnon, and Ruth Parody. Advertiser News photo by Kathy Shepard. 

Our deadline is each Tuesday at 12:00 noon; however, we appreciate any articles, 
press releases, letters, etc., that can be brought in on Mondays. Thank you for 
your cooperation in this matter... ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 


MAYOR RICHARD A. COHEN is welcomed 
to the Agawam Senior Center's Thanksgiving 
Dinner on Friday, November 22nd, by Jessie 
D. Fuller, a former Town Councilor and 

SchOOl Committee member. Advertiser News photo by 
Kathy Shepard. 


Looking for a gift for 
that“hard to shop 
for”person? Let the 
ADVERTISER NEWS 
help you with your 
holiday shopping.'A 
one-year subscription 
is only $26, and this 
makes a great stock¬ 
ing stuffer. Just mail 
in a check along with 
your name and 
• address to the 
ADVERTISER 
NEWS, P.O. Box 
263, 23 South wick 
Street, Feeding Hills, 
MA 01030... 
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General and Implant Dentistry 
for Children & Adults 
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You are invited 
to Feeding Hills 
Congregational 


News and notes 
from Agawam 
Congregational 


We are the oldest church in town, founded in 1762 
as part of the formation of the community of Feeding 
Hills itself. Yet we are always looking for new ways to 
reach out in God’s name to our community. 

We are Feeding Hill Congregational Church, 
United Church of Christ, located at 21 North Westfield 
Street. We are a progressive and open-minded little 
church with a big heart, and we can guarantee you’ll 
be warmly welcomed when you visit us. 

For us, this second Sunday of Advent is also 
UNDIE SUNDAY! Each second Sunday of the month, 
we have a special collection of food and clothing for 
the Parish Cupboard, the West Springfield agency 
which meets the needs of the neediest in West 
Springfield and Agawam. This month, we are focusing 
on providing new underwear - any size, any style - for 
those most in need. Bring undies to worship! 

Given the cold this year, thermalwear and 
longjohns might be a good option, but all gifts are wel¬ 
come. They will be delivered to the Parish Cupboard 
for distribution before Christmas. 

Sunday worship will be at 10:00 a.m. this week 
(December 8th). Our pastor, the Rev. Rob Donaldson, 
will speak on the book of the prophet Isaiah, chapter 
40, verses 1-11, in which Isaiah poetically speaks 
about the things that come between us and a sense 
of God’s presence in our daily lives. The sermon is 
entitled “Time for God / Time for Yourself." 

The person who reads the Bible passage on which 
Rev. Rob’s sermon is based is called the lector. Our 
lector this Sunday will be Margaret Johnson, who is 
also our organist and choir director. Sharon and 
Amanda Rozanski will usher you to your seat. 

Please call our office at (413) 786-5061, or e-mail 
us at feedinahillsucc@earthlink.net if you need more 
information. You will also find us on the web at 


This Sunday, December 8th, we will be celebrating 
Advent with the Lighting of the Candle of Hope. Rev. 
Earl’s sermon is entitled “Thpre’s Always Hope.” 

The “Bell Choir” returns under the direction of 
Diane Harper. The Bell Choir will ring Christmas car¬ 
ols before the service. 

Our services are at 8:00 a.m. for the contemporary 
service, and at 10:00 a.m. for the traditional service. 
There is Church School at 9:00 a.m. for the Jr. and Sr. 
High youth, and at 10:00 a.m. for the younger chil¬ 
dren. 

We will be having a New Members/Sponsors' 
Breakfast at 9:00 a.m. At our traditional service (10:00 
a.m.), we will welcome the following new members: 
Edwin & Joan Cushing, Victor & Julie Beauvais, and 
Avis Bennett. 

Come and be blessed at either of our services, as 
the Holy Spirit refreshes your soul. Childcare is avail¬ 
able during the services. 

Also, following the services there is a fellowship 
hour in Bryan Hall. Pastor Earl and his wife, Barbara, 
are also members of the Order of St. Luke and are 
always available for prayer after the service. 

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS 

Sun. (12/8): 8:00 a.m., Advent Candle of Hope; 
9:00 a.m., New Members/Sponsors’ Breakfast; 10:00 
a.m., Advent Candle of Hope, Welcoming of New 
Members; 4:00 p.m., Order of St. Luke Healing 
Service. 

Mon.: 6:30 p.m., Bell Choir Rehearsal; 7:00 p.m., 
Deacons’ Meeting. 

Tues.: 7:00 p.m., Trustees. 

Wed.: 9:30 a.m., Play Group; 7:00 p.m., Christian 
Healing Class. 

Thurs.: 12:00 noon, Fellowship Guild; 6:00 p.m., 
Praise Band; 7:00 p.m., Choir. 

Sat.: 7:30 a.m., Men’s Breakfast (At Cooks in the 
Kitchen). 

COMING EVENTS 

Christmas “Festival of Trees”: Friday, December 
6th is the date for this special event. Bryan Hall will be 
decorated with varying size trees, wall hangings, and 
wreaths to purchase from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. This will 
be a gala event for our church as well as our commu¬ 
nity. We hope you can come to browse or purchase, 
or just enjoy the Christmas atmosphere. 

Youth Group Wreath Sales: Wreaths should be 
picked up on Sunday, December 8th, after church. 
There are also some extra wreaths. If you would like 
to purchase one, please see Debbie Most for infor¬ 
mation. Thank you. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, please call 786- 
7111. The church office 
hours are Mon. through 
Fri., 9:00 to 11:30 a.m. 
and 1:30 to 3:00 p.m. 


YVONNE WILLIAMS 


Local author to 
speak at Dec. 8th 
healing service 


Yvonne Williams, author and conference speaker, 
will preach at the next monthly Order of St. Luke 
Healing Service on the topic “Don’t Let Your Mind 
Break Your Will.” 

Mrs. Williams is a cancer survivor and has been 
writing of her recovery in her book, "Tested Faith - The 
Power Of Mind Over Cancer.” 

The presentation will highlight the impact of faith 
well-being and the impact of the power of God in 
one’s life to bring healing and recovery. 

The service will be held at the Agawam 
Congregational Church, 745 Main Street, at 4:00 p.m. 
on Sunday, December 8th. 

Music will be provided by Tracy Nawskon. 

The service will include praise and worship, teach¬ 
ing and healing prayer, which includes anointing and 
the laying on of hands for healing. Refreshments with 
a “literature table” will follow this. 

The service is sponsored by the Western 
Massachusetts Greater Springfield Order of St. Luke. 

Reverend Earl H. Eisenbach and his wife, Barbara, 
are co-chaplains of the chapter. He is the Pastor of 
the Agawam Congregational Church. 

For further information, please call the Agawam 
Congregational Church at 786-7111. 


Gifts & Good Taste 
fair at Bethany 


The “Gifts and Good Taste" holiday fair - sponsored 
by Bethany Assembly of God’s Women’s Ministries - 
is being held at the Captain Charles Leonard House, 
Main Street, Agawam. 

The dates for the fair are Friday, December 6th, 
from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m., and Saturday, December 7th, 
from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

The fair will feature holiday gifts and decorations, 
handmade gift items, and a bake sale. There will also 
be a luncheon on the Saturday of the fair. 


Got Life Insurance? 


Best local news 


DR. FREDERIC S. MACKLER & ASSOCIATES, INC 


Are pleased to announce that 
Maureen “Moe” Raymond, R.D.H 
Dental Hygienist 
has now joined their 
practice on a full time basis at 
46 Daggett Drive 
West Springfield, MA 01089 
(413) 747-9224 


Call Peter E. Cassell, CLU, ChFC 

(413) 734-6440 

for a 

No Obligation Life Insurance Needs Analysis 


Personal and Business Financial Strategies Since 1987' 


Christopher T. Trailor, D.M.D. 
Periodontics and Implantology 
www.healthy-mouth.com 


Frederics. Mackler, D.M.D., M.A. 
Gene L. Siurek, D.D.S. 

Steven M. Goodwin, D.M.D. 


Hours: 
Mon.-Tues. 8-8 
Wed.-Fri. 8-5 


Securities offered through MML Investors Services. Inc 
1500 Main Street, Springfield, MA 01115 413-781-6850 
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What if Jesus hadn't come? 


Most of us have wondered how our lives might 
have turned out if some important event had not 
occurred the way it did, or if an important person had 
not crossed our paths. We would not have the same 
jobs, or the same children we have, had things gone 
differently. Beyond ourselves, the world would be 
much different than it is today, had certain important 
events not gone the way they did. With Christmas no 
longer a distant hope for our kids but a fast approach¬ 
ing reality, perhaps we might ponder, what if Jesus 
hadn’t come on that first Christmas? Would we have 
missed much, if anything? 

One way in which our world would be different, if 
Jesus hadn’t come, is that there would be no forgive¬ 
ness. The Bible says, and so John came, baptizing 
in the desert region and preaching a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. The for¬ 
giveness of sins that John proclaimed was made 
possible because Jesus came, to die on the cross for 
our sins. The Bible tells us that the wages of sin is 
death. In the Old Testament era, animals were sacri¬ 
ficed for people’s sins. Although the Old Testament 
Law had looked forward to Jesus Christ being the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the 
world, the Bible also clearly and definitively states 
that it is impossible for the blood of bulls and 
goats to take away sins. Had Jesus not come, peo¬ 
ple would have been left only hoping that someday, 
somehow, our s'vns would be forgiven. 

Another way our world would be different, if Jesus 
hadn’t come, is that there would be no hope. In the 
Book of Isaiah we read, a voice says, " Cry out.” 
And I said, “What shall I cry?” “All men are like 
grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the 
field. The grass withers and the flowers fall, 
because the breath of the Lord blows on them. 
Surely the people are grass. The grass withers 
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and the flowers fall, but the word of our God 
stands forever. 

Living that is limited to this life and this world is a 
dead end. That kind of hopelessness caused despair 
that demoralized some Greek philosophers and led 
them to commit suicide. That same hopelessness can 
lead others to live only for the moment, giving no 
thought to the future, in an attempt to push away the 
reality of our mortality. If Jesus hadn’t come, the hope 
of eternal life would be an empty hope. But Jesus said 
that God so loved the world that He gave His one 
and only Son, so that whoever believes in Him 
shall not perish, but have eternal life. 

If Jesus hadn’t come, there would be no comfort. 
Again, in Isaiah we read, ‘‘Comfort, comfort My peo¬ 
ple,” says your God. ‘‘Speak tenderly to 
Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her hard serv¬ 
ice has been completed, and that her sins have 
been paid for.” You who bring good tidings to 
Zion, go up on a high mountain. You who bring 
good tidings to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with 
a shout, lift it up, do not be afraid; say to the 
towns of Judah, ‘‘Here is your God!” People who 
are locked into their sins see only the hard side of 
God. They face His demands for justice. That side of 
God is very real, and ought not be ignored; but 
because of Jesus, we can also see God’s heart of 
love. There is a song that sums it up so well: 
‘‘Heaven’s peace and perfect justice, kissed a guilty 
world in love.” Isaiah went on to say, see, the sover¬ 
eign Lord comes with power ...He tends His flock 
like a shepherd; He gathers the lambs in His arms 
and carries them close to His heart. The comfort of 
God is real to us, because Jesus came. 

Fortunately for us, we don’t have to wonder what 
would our world be like, if Jesus hadn’t come. It is just 
as God promised it would be, some seven hundred 
years before Jesus was born. A voice of one calling: 
“In the desert prepare the way for the Lord; make 
straight in the wilderness a highway for our God. 
Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain 
and hill made low; the rough ground shall become 
level, the rugged places a plain. And the glory of 
the Lord will be revealed, and all mankind togeth¬ 
er will see it. For the mouth of the Lord has spo¬ 
ken.” Of all the events that could have occurred dif¬ 
ferently, the world has been most affected by Jesus 
coming that first Christmas. Because Jesus did come, 
our world is “the visited planet.” 


Agawam Church 
of the Bible’s 
news and notes 

This Sunday, December 8th, Brad Wright, our 
Pastor, will continue the message series “What Child 
is This: Jesus as Prophet, Priest and King.” The mes¬ 
sage title is “Jesus Christ and Us: Priests?” 

Each Sunday in advent is celebrated with the light¬ 
ing of the advent candles by a different family. During 
every Sunday Sen/ice, a nursery and Children’s 
Church program (through the fourth grade) is provid¬ 
ed throughout the morning. Following the 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Service (at about 11:00 a.m.), we have age- 
divided classes for all age groups and coffee and 
refreshments for adults, followed by an informal dis¬ 
cussion of the morning’s message. 

Our Junior High PLUS group (seventh- through 
ninth-grade) will get together for our annual 
Christmas Extravaganza on Saturday, December 
14th, from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. with food, fun, games, 
and a Yankee Gift Swap. Bring a friend and a $5 gift! 

Our Men’s group continues to meet every Saturday 
from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. at the church office. Our White 
Mountains backpacking trip was a great success, and 
another one is planned for the spring! 

Our Ladies’ Group is currently studying the book 
entitled “Boundaries” every Wednesday morning from 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m., with a Ladies’ Cookie Exchange 
slated for December 10th. We also have several 
evening Small Groups (Bible study and fellowship) for 
adults that meet throughout the week. 

Agawam Church of the Bible meets every Sunday 
morning at the Agawam Junior High School auditori¬ 
um (1305 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills) at 10:00 
a.m. 

If you would like to find out more about our church 
before visiting, check out our website at www. 
AgawamChurch.org or call Pastor Brad Wright at 789- 
2904. 

Catholic Women’s 
Club to meet Bee. 9th 


Singing Christmas Tree” at Bethany 


Bethany Assembly of God in Agawam will present 
the 28th annual “Singing Christmas Tree” celebration 
for two consecutive weekends: December 6th-8th and 
December 13th-15th. The Bethany Choir is arrayed 
as ornaments on the specially designed steel struc¬ 
ture that rises 25 feet from platform to ceiling. 
Computer-controlled lighting brings the tree to life, 
dancing to the music. 

The Bethany Choir will be joined by the 18-piece 
Bethany Orchestra for this Christmas spectacular that 
begins on Friday, December 6th, at 7:00 p.m. and 
continues on Saturday, December 7th (6:00 p.m.), 
and Sunday, December 8th (3:00 and 6:00 p.m.). 


There will be four additional presentations the fol¬ 
lowing weekend: Friday, December 13th, at 7:00 p.m.; 
Saturday, December 14th, at 6:00 p.m.; and the final 
two presentations will be held on Sunday, December 
15th, at 3:00 and 6:00 p.m. 

All seats are free, with no reserved seating. There 
will be signing for the deaf, and a nursery for infants 
will be provided during each of the eight presenta¬ 
tions. 

Bethany Assembly of God is located at the corner 
of Route 57 and Main Street in Agawam. For more 
information, you can call the church office at 789- 
2930. 


The Sacred Heart Community and Family Band 
from Sacred Heart Parish in Feeding Hills will share 
their musical talents with the members of the Catholic 
Women’s Club of Agawam at their next meeting on 
Monday, December 9th. 

It will be held at the St. John the Evangelist Social 
Center at 833 Main Street. 

The business meeting will begin at 7:30 p.m., fol¬ 
lowed by the music program and refreshments. 

Mrs. Claus will be visiting for those who wish to 
participate in an optional gift exchange. Guests are 
welcome. 

Membership is open to any Catholic woman resid¬ 
ing in Agawam or belonging to an Agawam parish. 

Join us for this festive occasion. 


Quality Home Care 


Ludlow, MA 01056 

413-547-0402 J' 

\f Are You or Someone You Love \\flj j 
In Need of Quality Private Care? 

Quality Home Care is a private care / vV\ 

company offering Homemaking, 

Home Health Care, Companionship 
and Quality Nursing at affordable rates. j 

From 1 hour a day to 24 hour’s 7-days A ' 

a week service. Give us a call and we will 
^Be glad to answer any questions you may hav^T^J 
^ Ore-mailusatQHC4U@aol.com 


JESUS 

Wcoydom/for You/! 

If you have ever LAUGHED, if you have ever CRIED... 

If you have ever BELIEVED, if you have ever DOUBTED... 
If you have ever been LOVED, if you have ever been L01SEL Y... 
If you have ever felt BURDENED by trouble, 

If you have ever felt BLESSED by joy... 

If you have ever drawn one breath upon this earth - 
Then JESUS WAS BORN FOR YOU! 

www.agawanichurch.org 









Page 18 

The “Good News” 
from First .Baptist 

The First Baptist Church of Agawam is located at 
760 Main Street, Agawam. Our telephone number is 
786-7300. The church office is open from 9:00 a.m. to 
12:00 noon on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Friday. 

We invite you to come and join us at the First 
Baptist Church of Agawam on Sunday, December 8th, 
at 9:30 a.m. for our morning worship service. Your 
Greeters on Sunday morning will be Phil Damon and 
Edith Gottsche, and Ruth and Darcy Davis. Reverend 
Thomas Rice will lead the service. 

The scripture readings will be from Isaiah 40, vers¬ 
es 1 through 11, and from Mark 1, verses 1 through 8. 
Reverend Rice’s sermon topic for this morning will the 
second in a series on Advent Voices and is entitled 
"Voice of Hope.” The beautiful voices of our choir will 
provide us with joyful music and inspiration. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

* Sunday, December 8th: Morning Worship 
Service held in the Sanctuary begins at 9:30 a.m.; 
Junior Youth Group meets from 12:00 noon to 1:30 
p.m.; CHRISTMAS WORKSHOP FOR CHURCH 
MEMBERS AND THEIR FAMILIES - COME JOIN IN 
THE FUN OF MAKING CRAFTS, SINGING CAROLS 
AND WELCOMING A SPECIAL VISITOR FROM THE 
NORTH POLE. SOUP AND SANDWICHES WILL BE 
SERVED. 

* Monday, December 9th: Pastoral Relations 
Committee meets at 7:00 p.m. 

* Tuesday, December 10th: Searchlighters Group 
meets at 10:00 a.m.; Senior Youth Group meeting 
begins at 7:00 p.m. 

* Wednesday, December 11th: Prayer time in the 
Sanctuary begins at 7:15 a.m.; Trading Post open for 
receiving and selling. Come and see our newly-reno¬ 
vated consignment areas. There is something for 
everyone, and great bargains to be had by all. Hope 
to see you there; Church Committee meeting begins 
at 7:30 p.m. 

* Thursday, December 12th: Crafters Group 
meets at 1:00 p.m.; Choir Practice begins at 7:00 
p.m. 

* Sunday, December 15th: Sunday Morning 
Worship Service begins at 9:30 a.m. Come and join 
us; Sermon Talkback/Adult Forum meets following the 
Coffee Hour. Adult Bible Study Class meets following 
the Coffee Hour; Junior Youth Group meeting from 
12:00 noon to 1:30 p.m. 

St. John’s Singles 
to meet Dec. 12th 

The St. John’s Singles Social Group meets every 
second Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m., at St. 
John’s Parish Center, 833 Main Street, Agawam. 

The group includes adult singles who are divorced, 
separated, widowed, or never married. 

The next meeting is Thursday, December 12th. It’s 
our annual Christmas party. Bring your favorite pot 
luck dish and a $5 gift. We will have a “Yankee Gift 
Swap,” which is entertaining and lots of fun. 

To RSVP, call JoAnn at 789-0774 or Jamie at 786- 
1555 before December 8th. 

For further information about the group, call John 
at 786-2273. 


The Agawam Advertiser News 

News & events at 
St. John’s Church 

Christmas: God’s words to his chosen people 
spoken by the prophet Jeremiah should give us 
pause as we prepare to celebrate the birth of the 
Prince of Peace and Lord of Love. “Only if you thor¬ 
oughly reform your ways and deeds; if each of you 
deals justly with his neighbor... if you no longer shed 
innocent blood ... or follow strange gods to your own 
harm, will I remain with you in this place ... which I 
gave your fathers long ago and forever.” Our unborn 
children, our elderly, and our sick are each a neigh¬ 
bor. Their innocent blood must not be shed. 

Penance Services: The three Catholic Parishes of 
Agawam will hold a joint Penance Service at St. 
John’s Church on December 15th at 5:00 p.m. 
Several priests from the area will be present to assist 
with confessions. Please plan to join us for this impor¬ 
tant celebration in preparation for Christmas. St. 
Thomas Parish in West Springfield will host a 
Penance Service on Monday, December 16th at 7:00 
p.m. 

Catholic Women’s Club Fundraiser: The 

“Entertainment Books” are available for $20 each 
(see Lil Doyle). Please make checks payable to the 
Catholic Women’s Club. 

Sunday Scripture Group: Wanted - new mem¬ 
bers. Please join us on Friday mornings following 
Mass in the Fr. Joyce Room for a half-hour video 
presentation of the upcoming Sunday scripture. 
Coffee and refreshments are served. All are welcome. 

Christmas Bazaar (December 7th): Please 
remember that this is a "parish project”... all proceeds 
go to the Parish! Toys, jewelry can still be dropped off 
at the Parish Center. BAKE SALE is looking for 
home-baked donations from all parishioners. Please 
drop off on December 7th before 9:00 a.m. 

RAFFLE RETURNS may be dropped off at the 
Parish Center during the week or at the Bazaar on 
December 7th. 

Holiday Fair at 
Grace Lutheran 

Grace Lutheran Church will hold its 24th Annual 
Holiday Fair will be held on Saturday, December 7th, 
from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in the church hall, 1552 
Westfield Street, West 
Springfield. 

The fair will feature local 
craftpersons and traditional 
church shops. 

Proceeds from this event 
will go to the Women in 
Christ group to help fund 
their missions. 
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An easy “eggsam” 
from Valley 
Comm. Church 

The Valley Community Church Supper Committee 
has prepared a short true-or-false “eggsam” to test its 
patrons on their knowledge of our fine, feathered, 
friend - the chicken. 

T/F - The Civil War battle of Chickamauga was 
actually started between two feuding coops belonging 
to Farmer Grey and Grocery Clerk I.M. Mr. Blue. The 
loss of egg revenue on both sides resulted in a short¬ 
age of omelet pans that lasted until President Lincoln 
granted Amnesty to all poultrical prisoners of war. 

T/F - Charles Darwin considered chickens to be 
descendents of a single wild species - Atilla the Hen, 
who is known throughout China for his barbaric 
hoards of eggs and his failure to make the spatula the 
#1 weapon of choice. 

T/F - Chickweed is considered a harmful, addictive 
drug to roosters, often causing chicken liver damage, 
crop failure, morning crowing sickness, and has been 
linked to double yokes. 

T/F - Chickens are one of the first domesticated 
animals mentioned in recorded history. They are 
found in ancient Chinese documents, Babylonian 
carvings, and Greek manuscripts. 

T/F - The Valley Community Church will have its 
final Chicken Supper of the year on Saturday, 
December 14th, from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. The menu will 
include a baked half-chicken, stuffing, mashed pota¬ 
toes & gravy, vegetables, cole slaw, condiments, roll 
& butter, beverage, and choice of homemade dessert. 
The cost is $8 for adults, $4 for children. Call (413) 
786-2445 (church) or (413) 786-2576 (Shirley) for 
reservations. 

* Hint - Only one of these statements is true! 

Nocturnal Adoration 
to meet Dec. 6th 

The Nocturnal Adoration Society of Agawam and 
West Springfield will meet at St. Thomas Church in 
West Springfield to conduct and pray the Office of the 
Blessed Sacrament on Friday, December 6th, from 
7:00 to 11:00 p.m. All are invited to come and spend 
an hour in Eucharistic Adoration. 


Pioneer Valley Hobbies 

54 Myron St., West Springfield, MA 

413 - 732-5531 

We Specialize In: 



• Model Railroading 

• Model Rocketry 

• Modeling Supplies 

• Slot Cars 


• Model Kits 

• Diecast Collectables 

• Radio Control 

• Science & Education 


& 


Directions: From Rte. 91 exit 13B Rte. 5 South Right at Pizza Hut 
Hours: Mdn.-Fri. 9:30-6:00, Thurs. till 8:00, Sat 9:30-5:00, Sun. 12:0Gft$0 


The Best Just Got Better 

Please join us in welcoming these three exceptional Ob/Gyn 
physicians to our practice. This exciting change gives you 
complete access to a collaborative practice of highly specialized 
physicians, nurse midwives and nurse practitioners. 


Baystate Ob/Gyn offers you the most 
healthcare choices, in four convenient 
locations, with accommodating appoint¬ 
ments to meet your busy schedule. 

Learn more at www.bogg.com. 





Ba ystate O b/Gyn 

gfiOlf Inc 



Springfield T -1 ' •Hadley 533-7200 • E. Longme igow 525-5244 • V Spnnglietd 794-8-c 


Physical’>: Shifrin, Trietsch, Beith, Greenberg, Fitzgerald, and Haag-F ckert 


* * * 

For the best in 
local goods and 
services , be sure to 
check our classi¬ 
fieds each and 
every week... 
AANII! 
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Announcements Trinity Chamber St. John’s Church 
from Sacred Singers to host to host Annual 

Heart Church Christmas concert Parish Bazaar 


Saturday Vigil Mass: 4 00 p.m. 

Sunday Masses: 7:30, 9:00 and 11.00 a m. 
Monday Mass: 5:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday Masses: 8:00 
a.m. 


The Trinity Chamber Singers will present a 
Candlelight Christmas Concert in the Sanctuary of 
Trinity United Methodist Church, 361 Sumner Avenue 
in Springfield on Sunday, December 15th at 7:00 p.m. 

The group of 17 professional singers, under the 
direction of Becky Rosendahl Isaacson, will perform 
both sacred and secular Christmas music. Much of 


The St. John the Evangelist Parish Community 
invites everyone to their Annual Parish Bazaar on 
Saturday, December 7th. 

It will be held in the St. John Social Center at 833 
Main Street, Agawam, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

New to the bazaar this year are handmade deco¬ 
rations by the Youth Group of the parish. 



OFF!! 


Baked goods, Christmas decorations, jewelry, knit¬ 
ted goods, sewn articles, attic treasures, candy, toys, 
raffles, and refreshments will be available. 

Santa Claus will be visiting for photo opportunities 
for the “young at heart." Hope to see you there! 


the choral music will be sung a cappella and Vera 
Baker will accompany the remainder on piano with 
Janet Dixon Metcalf on the flute. 

A scrumptious holiday reception of appetizers and 
desserts prepared by Chris Gould will follow the con¬ 
cert. 

Tickets for both the concert and reception are $5 
for adults and children under the age of 12 are free. 

Tickets may be puchased at the door or by calling 
734-1623. The proceeds will benefit Trinity’s operat¬ 
ing and outreach programs. 

The public is cordially invited to attend this inspir¬ 
ing concert performed in the beautiful Gothic cathe¬ 
dral setting of Trinity Churcy. 


Thursday Eucharistic Prayer Service: 8:00 a.m 
Holy Day Vigil Mass: 5 30 p.m 
Holy Day: 8:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 


Monday, December 9th: 6:30 p m., Rosary for 
World Peace, Church. 

Wednesday, December 10th: 8:30 a.m., Rosary 
for World Peace, Church; 5:15 p.m., Weight 
Watchers, Center; 6:30 p.m., Girl Scouts, Center; 
6:30 p.m., Cub Scouts, Center. 

Thursday, December 12th: 7:00 p.m. Boy 
Scouts, Center. 

Saturday, December 14th: 7:00 p.m. Narcotics 
Anonymous, Center; 7:15 p.m., Alcoholics Anony¬ 
mous, Center; 8:30 p.m., Alcoholics Anonymous, 
Center. 


If you have dropped off any photos 
to our office for Boy Scout activities\ 
church events, etc., please pick 
them up after they appear in The 
Agawam Advertiser News... 


Come Visit The Store With A Kids ’ Play Center, 
A Cafe With Free Coffee, And A Store With 
Over $100,000.00 In Christian Music... 


Saturdays: Grades 1, 2 & 3 (A-K) - 9:00 to 10:00 
a.m.; Grades 1, 2 & 3 (L-Z) - 10:15 to 11:15 a.m.; 
Grades 4 & 5 (A-Z) -11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Sundays: ‘‘Little Flowers" - during the 9:00 a.m. 
Mass; Grades 6 & 7 (A-Z) - 10:00 to 10:50 a.m.; 
Grades 8 & 9 (A-Z') -12.00 noon to 12.50 p.m. 

Mondays: Grade 10 - 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.; Grade 11 - 
6:00 to 7:30 p.m. 

All classes are held in the Parish Center, except for 
the 11th grade (they will meet in the Church). The 
Parish Office phone number for Mrs. Patterson is 
789-6057. 

Rosarv For World Peace 

The Rosary for World Peace is recited every 
Monday evening at 6:30 p.m., and every Wednesday 
morning at 8:30 a.m. All are welcome to come and 
join us. 

Christmas Wafers (QplatkO Wafers 

Envelopes of Christmas wafers (fuller explanation 
on the envelope) are available at the rectory or in the 
sacristy for a donation of $1 per envelope. 

These wafers are blessed; they are to be broken 
and shared with greetings at the supper on Christmas 
Eve, or when the whole family is together for a shared 
meal at their common table. 

Families and couples are invited to share in this 
rich Polish tradition. 


The Largest Christian 
Music Selection In New England 

With Over $250,000.00 In Christian 
Music, With Everyday Savings On 
All Tapes And CDs! 

(Within Four Stores.) 


“Veggie Tales” 
Videos 

The Best Price 
In New England 
reg. $14.99... 
our EVERYDAY 
price of only 
$8.97. 


Everyday Savings On A Great 
Selection Of Bibles With Free Name 
Bible Imprinting On Leather Study 
Bibles - You Save Even More! 


Open Evenings For Your Convenience! 
Morning Star Is Serving God By 
Serving You! 


i Morning Star: § 
The retail leader 

DELIVERING THE 
FINEST RESOURCES 
AT EXCEPTIONAL 
f VALUES ... 1 

EVE RYDAY! 


Morning Star Christian Bookstore 

West Springfield - Rte. 147 (Memorial Avenue). We are located at the Century Center 
beside TJ Maxx (same road as “The Big E”). Only minutes from anywhere in the area. 

Call (413) 732-0230 


The area priests from Agawam. Feeding Hills, 
Westfield, and West Springfield will be available for 
confessions at the various services during Advent. 
The services are as follows: 

* St. Mary’s, Westfield: Thursday, December 
12th, 7:00 p.m. 

* St. John’s, Agawam: Sunday, December 15th, 

5:00 p.m. 

* St. Thomas, West Springfield: Monday, 

December 16th, 6:30 p.m. 


Every Hardcover Book, Every 
CD, Every Study Bible, Every 
Veggie Talcs Video, And So 
Much More, Arc On Sale 
EVERY DAY Of The Year! 


If you are a new parishioner at Sacred Heart, you 
must register in the parish office Monday-Thursday, 
9:00 a.m. -8:00 p.m., except holidays, or on Friday 
from 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

Anyone who is unregistered is not considered a 
parishioner. If you have moved out of the parish and 
return after a time, you need to register again. 

If you are not registered and go into the hospital, 
you should not give Sacred Heart as your parish. 


Take 20% Off Any One Item Of Your Choice - 
Including Our Large Selection Of Everyday Sale Items! 

Star Christian Book and Music Stores of America, Inc. 

Note: Coupon does not include limited edition artwork, special orders and church charges 
and cannot be combined with other non-regular specials or sales. 


Morning 
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potlight on Business 

DDC^tore holds Grand Opening 


Legal 

Memo 


by 

Alan L. Ferrigno, Esq. 
546 Springfield St., F.H 
(413) 786-9454 


Aotemuptial agreements 

Part 2 of 2 

The Supreme Judicial Court abandoned the 
Wellington standard of a showing of fraud to invali¬ 
date an antenuptial agreement in the case of 
Rosenberg v. Lipnick. The court in Rosenberg indi¬ 
cated that because of the confidential relationship of 
the parties entering into an antenuptial agreement 
there existed a mutual burden of disclosure and of 
good faith and fair dealing in negotiating such agree¬ 
ments. In abandoning the Wellington standard of 
fraud, the Rosenberg decision indicated that “the bur¬ 
den is not on either party to inquire, but on each to 
inform, for it is only by requiring full disclosure of the 
amount, character, and value of the parties’ respec¬ 
tive assets that courts can ensure intelligent waiver of 
the statutory rights involved.” 

In Osborne v. Osborne, the court held that an 
antenuptial agreement settling alimony or property 
rights upon divorce is not per se against public policy 
and may be enforced. The court reiterated the “fair 
disclosure” rule established in Rosenberg and further 
stated that antenuptial agreements should be binding 
on the courts to the same extent as postnuptial sepa¬ 
ration agreements. In Osborne, the Supreme Judicial 
Court continued to state that an antenuptial agree¬ 
ment “must be fair and reasonable at the time of entry 
of the judgment nisi, and it may be modified by the 
courts in certain situations, for example, where it is 
determined that one spouse is or will become a pub¬ 
lic charge, or where a provision affecting the right of 
custody of a minor child is not in the best interests of 
the child.” 

In Rosenblatt v. Kazlow-Rosenblatt, the Appeals 
Court upheld the Probate Court Judge’s decision find¬ 
ing that an agreement was valid as to the division of 
property, but invalid as to the alimony provision. The 
court stated that the standard to be applied was 
whether the agreement was “fair and reasonable” at 
the time of the judgment nisi. In Rosenblatt, the 
Probate Court Judge found that the antenuptial 
agreement was fair and reasonable at the time of the 

SEE FERRIGNO - Page 21 


THE DDC STORE in the Colonial Shops in Feeding Hills Center (a few doors down from Fran’s 
Restaurant) held its grand opening day last month. This place is loaded with great holiday gift 
ideas, including a unique collection of decorative blankets, pillows, and throws. IN TOP 
PHOTO: Owner Jeff Moore and Dennis Ingalls hold pillows with the UMass and UConn logos, 
as well as a Boston Red Sox blanket. IN PHOTO BELOW: Jeff and Dennis welcome James 
Moore, Maureen Houle, and Patty Kinsley to their new store. Advertiser News photos by Kathy Shepard. 



Membership in the HCU is open 
to anyone who lives or works in 
Hampden or Hampshire counties. 


Refinance your existing loan!* 


Bl CREDIT UNION 

Service and Value to our Members! 

490 Westfield Road • Holyoke • (413) 532-7007 

Drive-Thru Open 7:30 am Monday - Saturday 


HCU Info 24: 1-888-267-9379 
www.holvokecu.com 


Existing HCU 
loans excluded. 


For the best in local goods and serv¬ 
ices, be sure to check our classifieds 
each and every week...AAN!!l 


\l l <) BODY 


7 ’fK; Servicing 

All Makes 
& Models 


State-Of-The Art Frame 
Straightening Machines 
Heated Down-Draft Spray Booth 
Free Pick-Up and Delivery 
Rental Vehicles Available 
All Work 100% Guaranteed 


250 SPRINGFIELD ST. • AGAWAM 


Value to our Members! 


Auto Loans - New & Used 


4.49 


% 

APR 


New: 36, 48, or 60-months Used: ’98 - 00 48-months 


•Annual Percentage Rate ( APR ) as ot Dec 2, 2002. This offer is subject to withdrawal or change without notice. For mode 
years '98 or newer 100% linancing up to the retail value listed in the N.A.D.A. Official Used Car Guide. Maximum loan amou -.! 
on new vehicles is 120% of M.S.R.P. Monthly payments for Si .000 borrowed are S29.74 for 36 months. 522.80 foi 48 months 
and $18.64 for 60 months. Refinancing of existing HCU auto loans do not qualify. Your actual rate may vary based on vco cre-o.t 
score. Other rates and terms available. 
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Timely Tips On How' To 
Manage Your Finances 

by Sue Alvanos 
Financial Advisor 

American Express Financial Advisors Inc. 

IDS Life Insurance Company 
Aga warn Corporate Ctr., 67 Hunt St., 
Agav«m • (413) 821-9380 


When do you sell your investments? 


(Part 3 of 3) 

WEIGH THE COSTS & BENEFITS OF SELLING 

Unless you’re trading in a tax deferred account, 
such as an employer-sponsored retirement plan or an 
individual retirement account (IRA), selling a stock or 
mutual fund can provide potential tax advantages and 
drawbacks. 

For example, if you profit from the sale of a stock or 


FERRIGNO - from Page 20 

execution and at the time of the divorce with respect 
to that portion dealing with division of assets; howev¬ 
er, the judge also found that the alimony waiver con¬ 
tained in the antenuptial agreement was “not fair nor 
reasonable either at the time of execution or at the 
time of the divorce" and was. therefore, invalid. 

In Rosenblatt, the wife was shown the antenuptial 
agreement several days before the wedding. The 
agreement had been drafted by the husband's attor¬ 
ney. The wife did not have legal counsel, nor did she 
negotiate the agreement. The night before the parties 
were scheduled to leave for the wedding, the hus¬ 
band presented the agreement to the wife and told 
her that if she failed to sign it, he would not marry her. 
The wife then signed the agreement with the hus¬ 
band’s mother as a witness. She then again signed it 
several months later before a notary. 

Review of the history and case \aw regarding 
antenuptial agreements make it clear that in 
Massachusetts, the determination of the validity of 
antenuptial agreements involves a comprehensive, 
fact-based analysis of the fairness and reasonable¬ 
ness of the agreement in question both at the time of 
the execution of the agreement and at the time of 
entry of a judgment of divorce nisi. 

Attorney Alan L. Ferrigno maintains an office at 
546 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills, 
Massachusetts. If you have a legal question, 
Attorney Ferrigno will attempt to address the 
same in this column. Please send any questions 
to the address listed above. 

Want to surprise your 
friends, family members, or 
co-workers when they turn a 
“certain age"? Then be sure 
to put a “Birthday Ad" in The 
Agawam Advertiser News.... 



anasEwnaESSi 

tEMnsnumffifT 

332 WALNUT ST. EXT. 
AGAWAM 
(413)786-2196 
OPEN: M0N.-SAT. 8-8 


•OLD SACRAMENTO 
GOURMET 
POPCORN 
♦PHONE CAROS 
PAGERS 

DVD’S AND VIDEOS 

StftOTB V bfCe S £redm ^Sprint 

SNACKS & SODAS DVD & VIDEO 

•GIFT CERTIFICATES SALES & RENTALS 

IFWEDONTHAVEIT, 
WE’LL ORDER m 


WIRELESS PHONES & 
ACCESSORIES 
T-MOBILE 
SPRINT PCS 
VERIZON REE UP 
NEXTEL 


mutual fund, you’ll likely owe tax on any gain recog¬ 
nized (generally, capital gains tax on assets held for 
more than 12 months; ordinary income tax on assets 
held for less than 12 months). 

Yet, if you sell a stock or mutual fund at a loss, you 
may be eligible for certain tax benefits. For example, 
if you have a $4,000 loss on the sale of stocks this 
year, you can use the entire loss to offset $4,000 of 
capital gains. 

If you don’t have any capital gains, you can apply 
up to $3,000 of the loss to your ordinary income and 
carry forward the remaining loss to be used against 
income in following years. 

A capital loss can be carried forward until it’s used 
up entirely. See you tax advisor for details. 

RELY ON CAREFUL PLANNING 

As you review your investments, be sure to base 
your buying and selling decisions on your investment 


goals and careful planning. Consider consulting with 
your certified financial advisor to make the decision¬ 
making process easier. 

Working together, you and your financial advisor 
can create a fully diversified portfolio capable of 
weathering the market’s storms. 

This information is being provided only as a gener¬ 
al source of information and is not intended to offer 
you financial planning advice. 

Before making any changes to your investments, 
please consult a financial advisor or tax professional 
regarding your individual circumstances and objec¬ 
tives. 

American Express Financial Advisors Inc. 
(Member NASD). American Express Company is 
separate from American Express Financial 
Advisors Inc. and is not a broker-dealer. 


For all the hometown news, you turn our pages each 
and every week ... ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 

6th Annual 
Agawam UNICO 
Pancake 

Breakfast 

with 

SANTA 

In Memory of Art Chase 
Proceeds to Benefit Stephen Mallory 
to go to Dolphin Therapy 


Sunday, December 8th 

8:00am - 11:30am 

Polish American Club 

139 Southwick St, Feeding Hills 

Donation $4.50 
(Children under 9 free) 
Tickets available at the door 

or call 

Bruno Maule @ 789-0082 
Sal Morassi @ 786-0177 
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Pam Savioli 

m 

CARLSON®! 

1 i 

( 413 ) 748-7565 

» - 


What kind of “castle”??? 


Home ownership is a great value. It’s probably the 
best investment you’ll ever make from a financial 
standpoint as well as an emotional one. And here’s 
even better news - you have lots of options to choose 
from, according to your needs. Your castle can be 
anything you want it to be. 

In regard to family/detached dwellings, this means 
the house sits on a piece of land that is sold part and 
parcel with the home. You own the four walls inside 
and out, as well as the lot it sits on. As long as your 
neighborhood or subdivision ordinances allow, you 
may paint the outside of your house any color you 
wish. 

You may change the windows and doors, add a 
porch or patio, or even a whole new wing. You will also 
be able to landscape the lot to suit your particular 
tastes, whether it is postage-stamp size or enormous 
in size. You are only limited by your creative instincts 
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for the interior. 

Maintaining the lawn and cleaning out the gutters is 
a part of home ownership, as is repairing the roof and 
furnace. So if you are not prepared or able to do these 
tasks, line up a qualified “handyperson” who can take 
care of the maintenance and repairs for you. 
However, resale value is usually higher with single¬ 
family dwellings, so all of your hard work will pay off 
when you sell. 

If you are not quite ready for all of this, but still want 
to own your own “castle," a townhome might be just 
the ticket. A townhome can be anything from a duplex 
to a community of many interconnected homes. With 
this type of ownership, you have complete control of 
the interior and usually own a portion of the land to 
landscape as you please. That land usually consists 
of a patio and/or a courtyard. 

A single- or two-story townhome has a little less pri¬ 
vacy, but some people appreciate the sense of secu¬ 
rity they feel from having a home attached to theirs. 
Townhome owners are normally members of an asso¬ 
ciation and will have a fee assessed to their property. 
These fees cover the cost of caring for the common 
areas and amenities, such as a pool or clubhouse and 
the upkeep of exterior surfaces. You’ll enjoy owner¬ 
ship privileges while avoiding some of the everyday 
upkeep associated with a single-family home. 

Condominiums are increasingly popular for first¬ 
time buyers and those for 
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to anyone about what color to paint the walls or where 
to hang pictures. You may add a state-of-the-art 
kitchen, or keep everything “as is.” 

Your condo fee or assessment takes care of al' 
maintenance, including the landscaping and normal 
exterior repairs. Advantages of condo ownership are 
many - no grass to cut, no snow to shovel, and it is 
usually less expensive. Many condo associations 
include the use of pools or parks and clubhouses. So, 
if you’re ready for home ownership, but don t have the 
time or resources for maintenance, this might be your 
best option. 

Whatever type of “castle” you choose take the time 
to investigate the advantages and disadvantages of 
each in order to make the best decision for you and 
your family. 

GIVE UNTO OTHERS 

If you're remodeling, consider giving your old 
kitchen cabinets, nearly-new carpeting, or other good 
re-usables to “Habitat for Humanity.” This national 
non-profit organization helps low- income families 
become homeowners. 

Call 1-800-422-4828 to get more information on 
what's going on in your area. 

Pam Savioli is a full-time professional Realtor 
with over 14 years of experience. Call Pam at (413) 
748-7565 with any real estate questions you might 
have. 



whom upkeep is not some¬ 
thing they can or want to do. 
It is basically an apartment 
you own. The interior is 
yours, including appliances. 
You do not have to answer 


and your pursestrings. 

Along with all this freedom comes responsibility. 

Since you will want to stay in good stead with your 
neighbors, keep in mind how the outside decor looks 
to them. Those with extreme or unusual tastes will 
want to use caution on exterior improvements and 
changes. It might be best to save “cutting edge” ideas 

For the best in local goods and services , 
be sure to check our classifieds each 
and every week...AANH! 


Music by 
The Reflections 
with 

DJ Bob Raina 


DeCaro Brothers 
Garden Center 

1236 Springfield St., Feeding Hills 

Sunday - Saturday 8am - 8pm 

f Propane Refills 786-0370 MC & VISA 

f£ Balsam & Fraser Fir 

H Christmas Trees 


SITU per couple 

Reserved seating for parties of 8 
■J or more 


15% gratuity will be added to your bill 


Here’s Just 
A Sample of 
our Fabulous 
Menu ... 


500 Easthampton Road 
Holyoke, Massachusetts 
, 413 - 535-5077 

JL www.thelogcabin.com 


A lavish selection of 
BUTLER-STYLE 
HORS D'OEURVES 
including fresh shrimp 


Special Purchase” Canopy Of Lights- $5.95 

3 sets of 105 / Connected Lights 


THE DINNER 

Lobster Bisque 
Caesar Salad 
Lemon Sorbet 


Fresh-Made 

Wreaths 


SURF & TURF 

Medallions of 
Tenderloin of Beef and 
Baked Stuffed Shrimp 


Preservative 


Cemetery 

Pots 

and Logs 

starting at 


Gift 

Wrapping 
Paper 
6(1 sq.ft. 


Chicken Provencal 


THE LOG CABIN 
VIENNESE TABLE 


AT MIDNIGHT 
Champagne 
Toast 


Poinsettias 

starting at $1.95 


ror the complete 
menu log on to 
www.thelogaibin.com 


FOR TICKETS CALL 

413.535.5077 
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Health 



Your Back And 
Your Health 

by 

Dr Joseph S. Schlaffer 

Schlatter Chiropractic Offices 
192 Shoemaker Lane 
Agawam 


Several types of chiropractic care 

People are often amazed to learn that not every¬ 
one in my waiting room is n pain indeed, there are 
several types of chiropractic care. 

The first thing most new pat ents want is to feel bet¬ 
ter. So, in the beginning, visits are often frequent. 
Your chiropractic adjustments may ce combined with 
other procedures to help relieve your symptoms. 
Depending on your age. condition, and lifestyle, 
repeated visits over weeks or months may be needed 
to reduce your symptoms 

With your ache or pain reduced, the goal of reha¬ 
bilitative care is for more complete healing to occur. 
Underlying muscle and soft tissue improvements are 
slow to evolve. Even though you are feeling better, 
continuing care is important. At this stage, visit fre¬ 
quency is often reduced. You may be asked to do 
exercises or supplement your diet. 

Perhaps your problem took most of your lifetime to 
develop. Your job, hobbies, or sports interests may 
continually stress and strain your spine. After recov¬ 
ery or improvement of your original problem, regular 
chiropractic checkups can help preserve your 
progress. Periodic visits can help catch little problems 
before they become major concerns. Wellness-mind¬ 
ed people choose this care to feel and function the 
best way they can. Like other preventive measures, a 
chiropractic lifestyle can save time and money by 
helping you stay well. 

Doctors of chiropractic help restore health nat¬ 
urally by correcting the underlying cause of the 
problem. Your questions and comments are wel¬ 
come. Call the Schlaffer Chiropractic Office at 192 
Shoemaker Lane. 789-1369. 


Jckic 


“For Your Health ” is 
just one more reason 
why you turn our 
pages each and 
every week... 
ADVERTISER 
NEWS!!! 


*** 


HEALTH V 
SERVICE 

From Folk Lore to the Latest 
Research and Discoveries, at 
Choice Health we are 
Vitamin, Herb and 
Supplement Specialists. 

100% Satisfaction 
Guaranteed! 


mmm 


oo wma.jg&gL 
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Westfield Shops 

Rir. 20 
W«tfl*WL MA 


Health Food Stor* 
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From Bay state Medical... 

Safe holiday decorations for your home 


Whether it’s candles for Hanukkah, kinaras for 
Kwanzaa. or ornaments for the Christmas tree, many 
parents know no limits when it comes to filling their 
home with the holiday spirit. What they fail to realize 
is that their work isn’t over, notes Mandi Summers, 
coodinator. Western Mass. SAFE KIDS Coalition 
headquartered at Baystate Medical Center Children’s 
Hospital. SAFE KIDS recommends the following tips 
to keep your holiday season safe: 

LIGHTS AND CANDLES 

* Decorate your tree using only UL (Underwriters’ 
Lab Inc.) approved lights and cords. 

* Turn off tree lights when you go to bed or leave 
the house. 

* Keep burning candles, matches, and lighters out 
of children’s reach. 

* Do not place candles near draperies or anything 
that might catch fire. 

* After building a fire in the fireplace, always use a 
screen and never leave young children unattended in 
the room. 

* Install smoke alarms in your home and test them 
once a month and replace the batteries at least once 
a year. 

CHRISTMAS TREES 

* Look for a fresh tree if you choose to buy a natu¬ 
ral tree. 

* Keep live trees in a full container of water and 
check it daily. 

* Keep tree away from heat sources such as fire¬ 
places, radiators, or heating vents. 

* Trim lower branches to avoid eye injuries to small 
children. 

* Use a wide-based stand to keep your tree from 
toppling. 

* Cover the tree basin with a tree skirt. 

* Decorate your tree with children in mind. Do not 


put breakable ornaments or dangerous ornaments 
where small children can reach them. Also, make sure 
tree lights are hung out of reach of young children. 

* Avoid using artificial snow sprays, which can 
cause lung irritation. 

* Never burn tree branches, treated wood, or wrap¬ 
ping paper in your fireplace. 

* Dispose of your tree properly after the holidays. 

HOLIDAY FOODS AND ORNAMENTS 

* Keep round, hard foods and candies out of reach 
of children under age five. 

* Keep small ornaments, tinsel, small figurines, and 
other decorations away from children’s reach. Young 
children have a tendency to put everything in their 
mouths. 

POISONS 

* Keep poisonous plants out of reach. 

* Keep alcoholic drinks and containers out of reach. 

* Keep common baking ingredients such and vanil¬ 
la and almond extract out of reach. They contain high 
levels of alcohol and may be harmful to children if 
swallowed. 

* Beware of fire salts used in fireplaces to produce 
colored flames. They contain heavy metals and cause 
intense gastrointestinal irritation or vomiting if eaten. 

* Dispose of colored wrapping paper immediately. 
It may contain lead and other materials toxic to small 
children if chewed. 

* Open the flue in your fireplace when burning a fire 
to provide adequate ventilation. 

* List poison control center and emergency medical 
service phone numbers by all telephones. 

* Keep ipecac syrup in the home to induce vomit¬ 
ing. Use only on the advice of a poison control center 
or a physician. 

For more information on child and holiday safety, 
call Safe Kids at 794-5434. 



* Complete Family Chiropractic Care. 

* X-Ray Facility With Low Exposure Rare Earth System. 

* Emergencies Accepted. 

* Evenings And Saturday Appointments Available. 

* We Accept The Following: Medicare, BlueCare 65, BC/BS of 
Mass., BC/BS Federal Plans, The Pioneer Health Group, Unicare, 
Harvard Pilgrim, Consolidated PPO, Cigna, Connecticare, GIC 
Indemnity Plan, Secure Horizons, Tri-State Teamsters, Tufts 
Health Plan, Unisys, Worker's Compensation, Automobile 
Insurance, BC/BS of CT-Anthem. 

192 Shoemaker Lane, Agawam 
789-1369 or 789-1073 


Drs. Joseph M. & Katherine S. Schlaffer 


Schlaffer Chiropractic 
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Heritage Hall West introduces 
“Palliative Care Program” 


Polish American 
Club to host 
health screenings 

On December 26th at the Polish American Club, 
Life Line will be offering low-cost, preventive health 
screenings as part of a community outreach project. 
Residents living in and around the area can be 
screened to reduce their risk of having a stroke. A 
stroke, also known as a “brain attack,” is ranked as 
the third leading killer in the world, and the second 
among women. Through preventive screenings, the 
risk of having a stroke can be greatly reduced. 

Screenings are fast, painless, and low cost. They 
involve the use of ultrasound technology, and scan for 
potential health problems related to stroke, abdominal 
aortic aneurysm, peripheral arterial disease (linked to 
heart disease), and osteoporosis. Individuals at risk 
for these diseases, such as those with high blood 
pressure, diabetes, high cholesterol, or a family histo¬ 
ry, are encouraged to make an appointment. 

Each screening requires 10 minutes or less to 
complete and costs $40. A complete vascular screen¬ 
ing package is $99. Life Line Screening was estab¬ 
lished in 1993, and has since become the nation’s 
leading provider of vascular screenings. Life Line 
works with hospitals and doctors nationally. A board 
certified physician reviews each test before mailing it 
back to you. 

For more information regarding the screenings or 

to schedule an appointment, call 1-800-407-4557. 
Pre-registration is required. GIFT CERTIFICATES 
ARE AVAILABLE. 


Heritage Hall West is pleased to introduce its 
"Palliative Care Program" to the community. Heritage 
Hall West is a JCAHO accredited, subacute, and 
skilled nursing center, owned and operated by 
Genesis Eldercare. The Center has partnered with the 
VNA and Hospice of Western New England, that is 
also JCAHO accredited, to provide the Greater 
Springfield community with quality end-of-life care 
through this specialized, innovative program. 

The collaboration allows the resident to benefit 
from the expertise of both Hospice and Heritage Hall 
West, while the family or caretaker can be offered 
relief from the often overwhelming stress of caring for 
a terminally ill loved one. This experienced and spe¬ 
cially trained team of professionals provides a com¬ 
prehensive plan of care to meet the individual’s com¬ 
plex needs. 

The plan addresses not only medical concerns, but 
also offers psychosocial and spiritual support. The 
medical care for the resident is directed by a geriatric 
physician specialist, the Hospice Consultant, and the 
Center’s nursing staff. A social worker assists with 
psychosocial support and often assists families with 
many different issues. The chaplain is available to 
address the spiritual and religious needs of the patient 
and their family. 

As part of the Palliative Care Program, Heritage 
Hall West also participates in the "Good Endings 
Program” founded by Donalyn Gross, Ph.D. Ms. 
Gross, who consults for the Center, has implemented 
the program by recruiting a group of volunteers who 
work in the Center, called the “Vigil Team.” 

The Vigil Team provides caring support to the dying 


resident to ensure that no patient dies alone. These 
caring individuals will hold a bedside vigil around the 
clock, for as long as needed. Comfort is offered in 
many ways, and often includes talking to them, hold¬ 
ing their hand, and playing soothing music. 

Ms. Gross, who is also a musician, frequently plays 
the harp. The Vigil Team is available to any resident in 
the center, and is particularly meaningful when a res¬ 
ident has little or no family involvement. The Good 
Endings Program also hosts memorial services 
throughout the year to help the residents, staff, and 
families cope with their loss. 

Heritage Hall West has a specially designed envi¬ 
ronment for the Palliative Care Program, with resident 
rooms located adjacent to the Chapel, as well as the 
family hospitality suite. The suite offers families a 
place to sleep, a restroom, and mini-kitchen facilities. 
This allows the family a private, comfortable area to 
use while they are visiting their loved one. 

The staff of the Palliative Care Program at Heritage 
Hall West are able to provide comprehensive, quality 
care to patients while providing a supportive, nurtur¬ 
ing, home-like environment as an alternative to the 
hospital environment. This program reduces hospital 
length of stays, and in many cases hospital admis¬ 
sions can be eliminated. 

Additional information about the services available 
at Heritage Hall West is available by calling (413) 786- 
8000, ext. 453; information regarding the VNA and 
Hospice of Western New England is available at (413) 
781-5070. Heritage Hall West is located at 61 Cooper 
Street in Agawam. 


Please remember to patronize your local businesses ... ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 



Christmas Tree Sale 

Starting Saturday, November 30th 

Agawam Call Fire Department 

Hours: Mon.-Fri./4PM to 8PM...Sat. & Sun. 9 AM to 8PM 

102 Suffield Street, Agawam 

(near Walnut Street Extension) 

A partial list of the donations dk 

made from tree sales: vjlBk 


* The Agawam St. Patrick’s Committee 

* Agawam Soccer Association 

* Agawam Chapter of UNICO 

* Multiple Sclerosis Society in support of 
an Agawam resident 

* Agawam Jr. Women’s Club 

* Agawam Little League 

* Agawam High School Ice Hockey Booster Club 

* Agawam High School Robotics 

* New York Firefighters Widows & Orphans Fund 
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j§) Arts 

Relieving some holiday stress??? 



DON'T LET THE PHOTO FOOL YOU. This will be "The Best Christmas Pageant Ever" not 
in spite of the Herdmans, but because of them. Julie Mitchell (top) tries to bring some order to 
her sparring siblings (1-r) Alexander Watson, Steve Simard, Jacob Goudreau, Carly Simoneau, 
and Douglas Watson in the Hilltop Players Family Theatre's Christmas production. The second 
half of the holiday presentation is "Christmas Tidbits," a variety show of music and comedy fea¬ 
turing the famous "Dancing Reindeer" and Jingles the Elf. All of this merriment happens at 
The Red Door Theatre, 152 South Westfield Street, Feeding Hills, on Friday and Saturday, 
December 6th and 7th, at 7:30 p.m., and on Sunday, December 8th, at 2:00 p.m. Tickets are $8 
for adults, and S6 for seniors and children under 12 years of age. For reservations, call (413) 
789-2026. 



STORROWTON VILLAGE MUSEUM’S Gilbert Farmstead is decorated for Yuletide at 
Storrowton, which takes place December 7th & 8th. The annual event is free, open to the pub¬ 
lic, and held at the historic Village on the grounds of Eastern States Exposition. 


At Storrown Village... 

Yuletide tours and gift shops open 
through the holiday season 


Surround yourself with old-fashioned New England 
holiday splendor at Eastern States Exposition’s 
Storrowton Village Museum, where tours of beautiful¬ 
ly decorated historica buildings await visitors in West 
Springfield. 

Yuletide Opne House Tours take place December 
9th-14th from 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Yuletide by Lantern Light Tours are offered 
December 11th from 7:00-9:00 p.m. 

Area florists, garden clubs, and designers gener¬ 
ously donate their time, talents, and materials to 
transform Storrowton Village's 19th century buildings 
into a seasonal paradise using natural materials. Visit 


throughout the week or during the special candle and 
lantern lighted evening. Each tour is $5 and children 
under six are free. Parking is free for all Storrowton 
events and activities. 

Storrowton Village Gift Shop (open year-round), 
Phillips House, Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.; 
Saturday, 11:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Christmas Shop, Potter Mansion, Thursday- 
Saturday, 11:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. through January 4th. 

Both shops will be open during Yuletide by Lantern 
Light, December 11th. 

For more information on Yuletide events, call 
Storrowton Village at (413) 205-5051. 


“The Food 
Dude” 

by John Walters 

WMAS 1450 AM 



Let’s make some 
great baked dishes... 

Let’s start off with chicken breast - boneless and 
skinless, of course! 

You pound them out and run through an egg wash, 
and then into breadcrumbs. Fry until golden brown. 
Drain on paper towels. In a big cast-iron skillet, saute 
some mushrooms. Arrange the cooked chicken in the 
skillet around the mushrooms. Top each piece with a 
couple of slices of thinly sliced baked ham; brush the 
ham with Dijon mustard and top with Swiss cheese. 

Mix 1 can of cream-of-mushroom soup with 1 can 
of chicken stock and 1 can of white wine. Pour this 
around the chicken. Bake in a 375 D over until the 
cheese is starting to just brown. Sen/e with egg noo¬ 
dles. 


A variation on the Dijon cutlets is to top with pro¬ 
sciutto and use a smoked Provolone cheese. With 
this one, no cream-of-mushroom soup; just chicken 
stock, white wine, and some fresh herbs. 

Using those same chicken cutlets, how about fol¬ 
lowing this recipe: take 1 quart of heavy cream, and 
reduce until it coats the back of a spoon. Add a TB or 
so of tarragon. Top the cutlets with lobster, shrimp or 
crab. Cover them with Monterey Jack cheese and 
bake. This is all the same dish, just camouflaged into 
a different taste. 

Reduce the cream sauce and add a TB or so of 
Worcestershire, the sauteed mushrooms, and 
sauteed onion and garlic. Pour over the chicken and 
serve your family Supremes De Voife. 

If that isn’t enough, try adding some red pepper 
into the mix and frying up the cutlets. Add your 
favorite sliced cheese, lettuce, sliced onion, and 
ranch dressing for a really great sandwich. 

Here is another easy dish to make with those 
chicken cutlets - chicken parmesan. Cover the cutlet 
with mozzarella and parmesan cheese; surround with 
marinara sauce and bake. 

Remember, it is not what you’re eating that’s most 
important, but whom you’re dining with! 

Be sure to listen to my radio show every Saturday 
on WMAS AM 1450 from 12:00 noon to 2:00 p.m. 
And, by all means pay a visit to my website - 
www.foodduderadio.com - for more recipes; while 
you’re there, make sure you visit the restaurant guide. 


JOHN 
WALTERS’ 
radio show 
can be heard 
each Saturday 
from 12:00 
noon to 2:00 
p.m. on WMAS 
1450 AM... 




***** 


Want to keep up on all the 
latest news in Agawam and 
Feeding Hills? Then be sure 
to subscribe to The Agawam 
Advertiser News! A one-year 
subscription costs only $26, 
so mail your check today to 
“The Advertiser News, ” 

P O. Box 263, 


Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 

***** 
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Six Flags season passes now on 
sale for summer of 2003 


Great holiday gifts for friends or family 


When families are looking for fun close to home, 
what could be better than New England’s Thrill Capital 
in their very own backyard. Six Flags New England is 
now offering an unbeatable value with a 2003 Season 
Pass. Six Flags 2003 Season Passes can be pur¬ 
chased now on-line at the lowest price available. 
There has never been an easier way to purchase a 
Six Flags Season Pass, and it’s just in time for holiday 
shopping! 

Just log on to www.sixflaas.com/newenqland , go to 
pricing, and click on Season Pass to purchase “three 
seasons” of fun. A Six Flags New England Season 
Pass allows unlimited visits and is good for all rides 
and shows, plus FREE admission to New 
England's largest water park, Island Kingdom, which 
features over one dozen water slides, a 500,000-gal¬ 
lon wave pool, and more! 

When buying on-line, a minimum of two Season 
Passes must be purchased to receive the low price of 
only $59.99. A Six Flags 2003 Season Pass makes a 
great birthday or holiday gift. It’s the gift that keeps on 
giving and is sure to "fit” everyone! Also available for 
purchase on-line is Season Pass Parking Permits for 
only $30 and an Island Kingdom tube rental good all 
summer long for only $30. 

The Six Flags 2003 season will once again feature 
New England’s two favorite superheroes, Superman- 
Ride of Stell, ranked the “#1 roller coaster on the 

Suffield Players 
for spring 

The Suffield Players will hold auditions for their 
spring production of Stephen Sondheim’s “SWEENEY 
TODD,” on Sunday and Monday, December 15th and 
16th from 6:00-9:00 p.m. at historic Mapleton Hall in 
Suffield. 

Callbacks will be December 17th from 7:00-9:00 
p.m., and a sing/talk through will be held in January, 
prior to the start of rehearsals. 


Planet” by Park World magazine, and “Batman-The 
Dark Knight,” New England’s only floor-less coaster. 
Plus, perennial favorites are back for the entire family, 
such as “Island Kingdom WaterPark," and “Looney 
Tunes Movie Town.” It takes more than one visit to 
experience Six Flags New England to the fullest, and 
with a 2003 Season Pass, visitors can affordably 
return to the Park all season. 

Not only does a Season Pass allow families and 
thrill seekers unlimited visits to Six Flags New 
England during the 2003 operating season at an 
affordable price, they also give park-goers many other 
discounts and benefits, including: 

* Free admission to special events, like Kids Fest, 
Musical events, and New England’s biggest haunted 
theme park during Fright Fest 2003. 

* Unlimited FREE admission to any Six Flags 
Theme Park coast-to-coast, including The Great 
Escape and Six Flags Great Adventure. 

* A Coupon book for free friend visits, discounts on 
food and games, and offers from area businesses. 

* Unlimited FREE admission to Island Kingdom 
WaterPark. 

* Discount on FAst Lane, Six Flags virtual ride 
reservation system where you can spend more time 
enjoying your day and less time standing in line. 

Six Flags New England is located on Route 159 
(1623 Main Street) in Agawam. 

to hold auditions 
production 

Auditioners should come prepared with 16 bars of 
music. Show dates are April 24th, 25th, 26th, and May 
2nd, 3rd, 9th, 10th, 16th, and 17th, 2003. 

Sharon FitzHenry will direct, with Amy Crawford, 
music director. For more information, please call 860- 
647-9156. Also check the Players’ website at 


***** 


Our classified ads cost just $15 per week for 30 words or less. 
However, we DO NOT take them over the telephone. Please bring 
them to our office at 23 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills Center 
(above Remillard Insurance Agency), or mail them (along with 
payment) to P.O. Box 263, Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 
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Celebrate the 
holidays at the 
SSO’s “Holiday 
Pops” concerts 

The joy of the holiday season will rise up :n song 
and music at Springfield Symphony Hall at two 
“Holiday Pops” concerts at 8:00 p.m on Saturday, 
December 7th, and at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, 
December 8th. 

Music Director Kevin Rhodes sends an invitation to 
celebrate the season with the Symphony, as tenor 
Morton Shames, soprano Susan Pierson, vocalist 
Patrick Tobin, and the Springfield Symphony Chorus 
join with the orchestra in a dazzling program of tradi¬ 
tional and favorite songs of Christmas and Chanukah. 

Classical and sacred songs will include “Oh 
Tannenbaum," “Cantique de Noe!" "Ave Marie,” and 
selections from “The Messiah” by Handel. Among the 
traditional songs, “Deck the Halls,” “Winter 
Wonderland,” and “Jingle Bell Fantasie will ring in the 
season, along with merry favorites like “Frosty the 
Snowman” and “Santa Claus Is Coming To Town.” 

The orchestra, chorus, and audience will have an 
old-fashioned sing-a-long, and they will be visited by 
a jolly old gentleman. (Hint: he will be wearing a red 
suit!) 

Soprano Susan Pierson has sung 36 roles in more 
than 55 operas, and performed with symphonies from 
Las Scala to Canton and Paris to Toronto. 

Vocalist Patrick Tobin is a well-known singer of Big 
Band music who has appeared widely in this area, 
frequently in tribute to Frank Sinatra. 

Tenor Morton Shames will be returning to 
Symphony Hall for his sixth season with the SSO 
“Holiday Pops." A founder of the Community Music 
School of Springfield, Shames was Cantor and Music 
Director of Temple Beth El in Springfield, and has 
appeared as a concert soloist, in opera and vocal 
ensembles, and in Yiddish and other-language \ecture 
song recitals. 

The Saturday evening concert (December 7th) is 
being sponsored by Woronoco Savings’ Charitable 
Foundation, and American Saw & Mfg. Co. will be 
sponsoring the Sunday afternoon performance 
(December 8th). WGGB-TV/NEWS40 is the media 
sponsor for both events. 

New and unwrapped toys for the Pioneer Valley 
Head Start organizations will be accepted in the lobby 
during each concert for the “All I Want for Christmas” 
program (sponsored by NEWS40). 

Tickets are available from the Springfield 

SEE HOLIDAY CONCERT - Page 27 


Dr. Tami Nelson 

Hampden County 
Chiropractic 

■u 850 Springfield Street rww 
W Feeding Hills, MA 01030 ^ 



f T 


OH NO! OH! OH! OHH! HO! HO! 

Let Us Keep The HO! HO! In Your 
Holiday Season 

Call Today (413) 786-4820 




AGAWAM 
DENTAL CARE 

James Maslowski DMD / Ronald Pahl Jr. DMD 


The key to good oral hygiene is a 
regimen of regular prof essional care. 
Preventive dentistry will help to avoid 
the pain and expense associated with 
more serious dental problems in the 
future. 

Avoid problems before they start, call 
for an appointment today. 

Ronald Pahl Jr. D.M.D. 

James E. Maslowski D.M.D. 


Feeding Hills 
1325 Springfield St. 
786-7313 


Springfield 
1400 Allen Street 
782-4242 
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Last Week’s Solution 


The Agawam Advertiser News 


Meet The Master 


by Dick Mastroianni 


ACROSS 
1 Sports car 
5 Recedes 
9 Life histories 

13 State 

14 Churns 

16 Totals 

17 Octagonal sign 

18 Not urban 

19 Burn 

20 Two actors in Oz 

23 Complete 

24 Route 

25 Make a copy of 
29 Ooze 

31 Pounds per square 
inch 

34 Car rental agency 

35 Hire 

36 Take flight 

37 “Clang, clang, clang 
went the trolley" film 

41 Incorporated (abbr.) 

42 Got up 

43 Build the pot 

44 Vane direction 

45 Summer month 


46 Thoroughfare 

48 Swab 

49 Accountant 

50 Where 20A met 
Judy 

58 Tiny insect 

59 Devourer 

60 Women’s magazine 

61 Inflammatory dis¬ 
ease 

62 Eats 

63 Binds 

64 Prophet 

65 Scan 

66 Espy 

DOWN 

1 Trawl 

2 Small particle 

3 Truant 

4 Video 

5 Error-prone 

6 Obligated 

7 Quail 

8 SWce 

9 Loose-fitting 

10 Loaf 

11 Smell 


12 Compass point 
15 The snail? 

21 Congressional vote 

22 Jacket part 

25 Synthetic fabric 

26 Poetic “evenings” 

27 Musical offering 

28 Time zone 


29 Feel 

30 Console 

31 Crop 

32 Large hotel room 

33 Set m 
35 Big cat 

38 Opp. of minor 

39 Blew one’s top 


40 Canoe propeller 

46 Scattered 

47 Thai 

48 Musical beat 

49 Brook 

50 Fairy tale opener 

51 Wind pointer 

52 What a bald man is 


missing 

53 Gas burner 

54 Fish catchers 

55 Radar target 

56 Margarine 

57 Compass point 

58 Ozone 


***** 


HOLIDAY CONCERT - from Page 26 

Symphony Box Office, 75 Market Place, downtown 
Springfield, or can be charged by phone (VISA, 
MasterCard, or Discover) by calling (413) 7 33-2291. 
Tickets range from $12 to $42, and are half-price for 
youths ages four to 17. A 25-percent discount is avail¬ 
able for groups of 10 or more. 

Join voices and “Ear Witness” the season in a most 
joyful way. Experience the spirit of the Springfield 
Symphony Office at one of its two “Holiday Pops” con¬ 
certs. 


For photo coverage in The AAN, call 786-7747 or 786-8137; however, 
please give us at least 72 hours’ notice prior to your event. Thank you . 


Home Equity Loan? Car Loan? 

NO PROBLEM! 

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL CREDIT UNION 

More Than Competitive Rates 
Open To All Who Live Or Work In Agawam 

# Agawam Federal 

Credit Union 


For all the hometown news, 
you turn our pages each 
and every week ... AAN!!! 


Springfield 

Turnverein 

176 Garden Street, Feeding Hills 

786-0924 


Mon. • Tues. - Wed. 9-4 
Thurs. - Fri. 9-5 


Catering To - Weddings, Banquets, 
Parties and Receptions 
Karaoke - Fridays at 8 P.M. 

Two Rooms Available With Seating Up To 250 People 


4 Washington Avenue Extension, Agawam 
























Page 28 


The Agawam Advertiser News 


December 5, 2002 



Education 


Proceeds to benefit Stephen "Mallory ... 

Agawam UNICO hosts 
sixth Annual Pancake 
Breakfast with Santa 


by Kathy Shepard 

Feature Editor 

The sixth Annual Pancake Breakfast with Santa, 
sponsored by Agawam UNICO, will be held at the 
Polish Club, 139 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, this 
Sunday, December 8th from 8:00-11:30 a.m. 

The event is designated in memory of former club 
president Art Chase, who passed away suddenly ear¬ 
lier this year and is considered the heart and soul of 
the pancake breakfast. There will be a 50/50 raffle and 
a bake sale. Proceeds will go to benefit Stephen 
Mallory, who formerly attended Agawam Middle 
School and is currently attending class through the 
Pioneer Valley Collaborative. 

Stephen's face lights up when he talks about his 
plans to use the “Art Chase Award for Great Work." 
His objective is to swim with dolphins at Island 
Dolphin Care in Key Largo, Florida. 

Brent Crocker, a friend of Stephen’s, experienced 
this dolphin therapy last year at Island Dolphin Care. 
Brent was last year’s recipient of UNICO’s pancake 
breakfast proceeds. 

Several of the UNICO committee members visited 
Brent Crocker's classroom at Agawam Middle School 
recently, and event organizer Rich Morassi explained 
to Brent’s classmates that helper elves would be 
needed at the UNICO Pancake Breakfast. The 
response from the students was overwhelming. 

Even though Brent was absent due to illness, 
almost every one of his classmates has volunteered 
to serve as a helper elf. 

In addition, several classmates who were in Brent’s 
class last year and were elves at last year’s Pancake 
Breakfast came forth to volunteer their help at 
Sunday’s breakfast. 

Those who volunteered from Brent’s previous 
classroom include Whitney Johnson, Jamie 
Buoniconti, Brandon Chase, Timothy Jendrysik, Taylor 
Hartmann, and Loradona Foley. 

Rich Morassi addressed the students in Nancy 
Campbell's class (Room 308, which is Brent Crocker’s 
class), saying, “I have an interest in special needs 
children because I have a bad arm and I used to go to 
swim classes at Springfield College. I used to rough- 
house with my friend, Richard, who had cerebral 
palsy, until our teacher noticed and told us that it’s one 
thing to have fun, but when there are special needs 
people nearby, they can easily be hurt. So, the one 
rule at the Pancake Breakfast will be no horseplay. 

“We want the helper elves to share the work and in 
times of quiet, to be patient until someone gives you 
something else to do.” 

The helper elves will arrive when they can, 
between 8:00 and 11:30 a.m. 

The Agawam Advertiser News spoke with Zach 
Mongeau, a close friend of Stephen Mallory and a stu¬ 
dent in Mrs. Campbell’s class. “Stephen is my pal. 
He’s funny. He likes to change the channel on the tel¬ 
evision. He is a good swimmer. Going to swim with the 
dolphins is cool.” 

Stephen’s mother, Elsie, said that he is very excit¬ 
ed about his upcoming trip. “He loves to go under 
water,” she said. 

Morassi said that they hope to raise between 
$3,500 and $4,000 from the breakfast this Sunday. 
“Island Dolphin Care’s tuition is $2,000 a week, which 
includes therapeutic sessions.” 



Agawam student Stephen Mallory (middle row - center) with his upcoming trip to island 
Dolphin Care in Florida. Classroom teacher Dot Rhodes and aides Tina Binette and Lynda 
Burns will be using dolphins in many of their upcoming lessons plans to further prepare 
Stephen for his big trip. UNICO’s December 8th event will also feature Santa Claus and will be 
held for the ’’Art Chase Award’’(Stephen Mallory is the award winner) to remember the club’s 
late president who passed away last May. Also in photo with Stephen and his teachers are his 
mother, Elsie Mallory, Attorney Richard Morassi (one of the event’s organizers), and Stephen's 


grandmother, Marion Brindle of Agawam. Advertiser News photo by Kathy Shepard. 



CLASSROOM TEACHER DOT RHODES holds the November 21st edition of The Agawam 
Advertiser Mews that featured a story on student Stephen Mallory (looking on) and his upcom¬ 
ing trip to "swim with the dolphins.” Advertiser News photo by Kathy Shepard. 


Morassi wanted to thank the entire UNICO 
Committee, which consists of Joe Conte, Jr., Ron 
Lalancette, Sal Morassi, Sr., Sal Morassi, Jr., Jack 
Devine, Bruno Maule, Bruce Jacobsen, Dennis 
Marchetto, and Bob Rossi. 

Special thanks in advance go to Nancy Bazanchek 
and Amanda Hamel, who will be helpers at the UNICO 
Pancake Breakfast with Santa this Sunday morning, 
Morassi added. 

Donations for the breakfast are $4.50, but children 

****** 


under nine can attend for free. 

Another special aspect to this Sunday’s Pancake 
Breakfast will be the participation and help from Brent 
Crocker. “Last year, Brent benefitted from the help of 
all the volunteers.” said Morassi. “This year, even if he 
is unable to attend the breakfast, he has been 
involved in the helping process because all his class¬ 
mates were willing to volunteer their help. And if Brent 
is well enough to show up, he will be even more of a 
help, getting Stephen to swim with the dolphins as he 
(Brent) did just a year ago." 


Want to keep up on all the latest news in Agawam and Feeding Hills? Then be sure to sub¬ 
scribe to The Agawam Advertiser News! A one-year subscription costs only $26, so ma : 
your check today to “The Advertiser News,” P.O. Box 263, Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 
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A 

Early Childhood 
News 

./ 

Teresa A. Urbinati 


Lead Teacher 


Agawam Early 
Childhood Center 


How books contribute 
to children’s growth 

Books contribute to children’s growth in many 
ways. They supply information, raise questions, 
explore relationships, communicate self-acceptance, 
model coping strategies, promote diversity and multi¬ 
cultural awareness as well as contribute to literacy 
development. 

The types of books to meet children’s develop¬ 
mental needs: 


Preschooler’s 

needs 

Active participation 

Imagining 

Self-esteem 


Secure attachments 
Knowledge 
Cultural connections 


Categories of books 

Self-help skill books; Cloth & 
hard books 

Humorous books; Fantasy; 
Adventure 

Mood books; Books dealing 
w/emotions; Books about kids 
w/special needs 
Books about relationships 
w/significant others 
Concept books; Information 
books 

Nursery rhymes; Books 
w/multicultural concepts; Folk 
tales; Fairy tales 


Mastering & enjoying Picture books; Song picture 
language books; Poetry & stories told 

in verse 


Local students 
attain Bean’s List 
at Babson College 

Brett Adamczyk, son of Mr. & Mrs. Edward 
Adamczyk of Agawam, and Christopher June, son of 
Bradford June of Feeding Hills, were among students 
that qualified for the spring semester Dean’s List at 
Babson College, which recognizes outstanding stu¬ 
dent scholarship. 

Babson College in Wellesley is recognized interna¬ 
tionally as a leader in entrepreneurial management 
education. 

Babson grants BS degrees athrough its innovative 
undergraduate program (recipient of the 2002 
Theodore M. Hesburgh Award). 

It grants MBA and custom MS and MBA degrees 
through the F.W. Olin Graduate School of Business at 
Babson College (currently celebrating 50 years of 
Babson MBAs). 

Babson Interactive LLC develops distance learning 
programs and business simulations for executives 
and graduate students. 

Local students 
named to Cathedral 
High Honor Roll 

The following local students have been named to 
the2002-2003 First Quarter Honor Roll at Cathedral 
High School: 

From Agawam: First Honors - Karen Prisby 
(Grade 12), Maria Robidoux (Grade 10), Michael 
Prisby (Grade 9); Second Honors - Kevin Connor, 
Michael Dombrowski, Vincent Moretti (Grade 12), 
Andrew Moriarty (Grade 10), Devin Ryan (Grade 9). 

From Feeding Hills: First Honors - Caitlin Briere 
(Grade 11), Kaitlyn Chase, Christopher Graham 
(Grade 9); Second Honors - Katherine Bousquet 

(Grade 11)- 
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AHS to present “Winter Arts Festival” and 
concert on Tuesday, December 17th 


Agawam High School will present a "Winter Arts 
Festival" on Tuesday, December 17th. The event will 
begin with a visual art exhibition at 6:30 p.m., followed 
by a band and choral concert at 7:00 p.m. 

The AHS Band, Chorus, and Jazz Band will be per¬ 
forming concert repetoire as well as holiday favorites. 
Members of the High School choreography classes 
will perform original dances and the AHS theater 
group will present improvisational skits using masks. 

The groups are under the direction of Visual Arts 
Coordinator Debora Florek; Music Coordiantor and 
Band Director Tamara Watson; Chorus and 
Choreography Director Stephen Files; and Theater 
Director Pamela Vallon-Jackson. 

The “Winter Arts Festival" is new this year, but will 
become an annual event at Agawam High School. 
The festival is a venue to promote the arts as a vital 
tool for cultivating student imagination. Arts education 
teaches students to work cooperatively, enabling 
them to frame the world from aesthetic perspectives. 

Clay hand-building using coil, slab, and pinch 


methods and a potter's wheel demonstration will be 
ongoing through the evening. Live art demonstrations, 
drama performances, and a display of student artwork 
will be free of charge. A voluntary donation of $3 will 
be collected at the concert. 

Anyone who brings canned or dry goods for food 
collection (in conjunction with the Jr. Women’s Club) 
will receive $1 off concert admission. Refreshments 
will be served during the concert intermission and will 
be free. 

The Visual and Performing Arts Department invites 
everyone in the Agawam community to view our art¬ 
work, listen to our music, and enjoy our student 
dancers and actors. 

For more information about Visual Arts in the 
Agawam Public Schools, visit the 
www.aaawamDublicschools.orQ website. Contact 
Music Coordinator Tammy Watson with questions 
about the “Winter Arts Festival” or for information 
about upcoming musical or dramatic performances at 
Agawam High School (821-0520). 


Financial Aid Night at 
Agawam High 


Troop 544 

selling 


Agawam High School will conduct its annual 
Financial Aid Night on Tuesday, December 10th. 

Dr. Linda Dagradi, Director of Financial Aid at 
Smith College, will be here to discuss the various 
financial aid forms, including the Federal Financial Aid 
Form called the FAFSA. 

This form must be filed after January 1, 2003 in 
order for your son/daughter to receive financial aid for 
the 2003-2004 college year.The program will start at 
7:00 p.m. in the High School auditorium and last until 
9:00 p.m. with ample time for your questions. 


cookbooks 

Troop 554 cookbooks will be on sale Saturday, 
December 7th from 11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. at Dave’s 
Soda and Pet City, 11 Ramah Circle, Agawam. 

They are a great idea for stocking stuffers or an 
addition to a homemade gift basket. They are a great 
gift for under $10 and you would be helping out an 
Agawam Girl Scout troop. 

Hope to see you there! 


IbllfiR 

Inc.™ 

9-5 Mon-Fri. 

699 Silver Street, Agawam * 789-1300 

Craft Kits For Kids 

Great Stocking Stuffers 

Beads, Face Paint, Purses 
Great For Scouts, Parties, Classrooms 

BLOWOUT prices! 

.25 and up 

Manufacturers of 
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Junior High Recognizes "Students of the Month" 



AGAWAM JUNIOR HIGH "Students of the Month" included (from left) Mackenzie Cassidy, who was the recipient of a savings bond; Lyubov 
Kiforishina, who was named the seventh-grade "Art Student of the Month"; and Lindsey Pfau, who was named the eighth-grade "Art Student 

of the Month.” Advertiser News photos by Kathy Shepard. 


Robinson Park 
School’s Improvement 
Council agenda 

Date: Monday, December 9, 2002 

Time: 3:45 p.m. 

Place: Robinson Park School Conference Room 

1. Call to order 

2. Old Business: 

a.) Discuss MCAS results from 2002 and the 
School Performance rating System 

3. New Business: 

a. ) Begin to organize ideas for School 
Improvement Plan for 2003-2004 

b. ) Develop work teams to write sections of the 
plan 

c. ) Determine further meeting schedule for comple¬ 
tion of plan writing 

d. ) Discuss change of meeting for January 

4. Any other business the council deems appropri¬ 
ate 

5. Adjournment 


AHS drama class to present “Hide and Seek' 


On December 12th at 7:30 in the Agawam High 
School auditorium, the AHS drama class will present 
its first production of the year. Hide and Seek by 
Matthew Carlin is a comedy/mystery spoof that prom¬ 
ises to entertain students and adults alike. 

With a talented cast, the play is a showcase for 
character acting. Ryan Griffin (the current Mr. 
Agawam) is a top-notch comedic performer as the 
male lead, Detective Smyth. The female lead role, 
Melissa Collingsworth, is played by senior Gina 
Salmeri, who has attended summer \heater work¬ 
shops. 

Dan Cirillo, Trisha Cusson, Allison Dassatti, Ian 
Elkins, Aryana Finnegan, Gunjan Gotra, Heather 
Moffat, James Rannenberg, and Marian Smith make 


up the rest of the creative acting ensemble. 

Kristen Sopet and Michael Wilber are indespens- 
able as stage crew and the audience will enjoy Dan 
Drewniak’s expertise in lighting design and operation. 
Mike Lalli, the assistant director, enjoys credit for the 
tremendously successful student production of Steel 
Magnolias last year. 

“It is my pleasure to be working with such talented 
students in our first year of the reinstated drama pro¬ 
gram,” said teacher Pamela Vallon-Jackson. “I am 
grateful for the opportunity to put my theatrical back¬ 
ground use." 

Tickets for this one-act play are $4 and may be pur¬ 
chased at the door. 


“Pictures with Santa” fundraiser to benefit 
Agawam High School Band and Jazz Choir 


"Pictures with Santa" will be taken at Boglisch Tree 
Farm, 180 South West-Street, Feeding Hills, on 
Saturday, December 14th, and Sunday, December 
15th, from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Pictures will be $4, and refreshments will be 


served. All proceeds from the pictures will benefit the 
Agawam High School Band and Jazz Choir for their 
competition in Chicago in May. 

Stop by, pick out your tree, have a picture taken, 
and enjoy a snack. Hope to see you there! 



Turley Publications, Inc. 


is growing. We need to add 
permanent, energetic and 
motivated people to our staff. Turley Publications is a company of 
diversity and is an Equal Opportunity Employer. We offer an 
attractive benefits package, including health insurance and a 
401K Plan. Our pressrooms and all other production areas are 
comfortably air conditioned. 

POSITION AVAILABLE: 

ELECTRONIC PREPRESS SPECIALIST - Are you a talented electronic pre¬ 
press specialist? Do you thrive in a fast paced, challenging environment? If so, 
join a stable, growing family business committed to attracting the best. 
Responsibilities include preflighting and outputting film from customer supplied 
electronic documents in preparation for both sheetfed and web offset printing 
presses. The ideal candidate will need to be able to meet tight deadlines and must 
possess the ability to work with department heads to prioritize projects and keep 
the presses running. Knowledge of Quark, PageMaker, InDesign, Acrobat and 
Photoshop for the Macintosh are a must with additional knowledge of Illustrator, 
Freehand and the PC a real plus. Full time, all shifts available. 

Please mail resume to: 

Keith P. Turley 

Turley Publications, Inc., 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
or email resume to: Kturley@turley.com 


ADVERTISING 

ACCOUNT 

EXECUTIVE 


Come and join our team. Turley Publications Inc. is the fastest 
growing publisher in Western Mass. With 14 weekly and two 
monthly magazines we have opportunities for experienced 
advertising and marketing executives. Pleasant working condi¬ 
tions, competitive compensation and benefits, 401k. 

Send resume to: 

Kirk Davis 
V.P. of Publishing 
Turley Publications Inc. 

24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
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From The 
AHS Guidance 
Office... 

by Judy Cohen 
Agawam High School 
Guidance Counselor 


Rumors 

Hey, even just seeing the word makes my skin 
crawl. I mean, so many problems could be avoided if 
there were no rumors, but alas, that will never hap¬ 
pen. It seems people thrive on them. 

Take today for instance. Four girls were in my 
office; one was obviously heartbroken. The tears 
were flowing and the other three girls were present to 
give her support and to corroborate what she was 
going to tell me. Well, Stacy began her tale. You 
know, the usual high school stuff. She said that she 
said, that she said, that she said, that I had done such 
and such to so and so. “And it’s not true, Mrs. Cohen. 
It’s all a lie." 

I countered with, “Then why do you think she said 
those things about you? Was any of it based on fact?” 

After probing, after asking questions in a gentle 
manner to hopefully shed some light on the situation, 

I was able to ascertain that Stacy did own part of the 
problem. She had, in fact, done some things that may 
have seemed inappropriate. But, now here’s the rub. 
What she had done was told to one girl, then to anoth¬ 
er girl, and by the time it had finished making the 
rounds, most of what was being passed along was 
not based totally in fact. It had been embellished. You 
know, if you want to tell a good story, you might as 
well enhance it here and there to make it that much 
more interesting. It’s sort of like the old game called 
“Telephone.” The original message is passed along 
through different receivers and by the time it reaches 
the original sender, it has changed considerably. 

Then, too, there is another problem. Only the mes¬ 
sage, albeit altered, is being heard. The whys and the 
wherefores are not accompanying it. Perhaps there is 
a good reason that such and such was done or sa'\d, 
but that reason is not shared. How different the action 
would look if it were couched in the appropriate set¬ 
ting. The person being talked about needs his or her 
day in court. That person needs a chance to explain. 

I always find it so amazing how much back-stab¬ 
bing there is in high school. The perpetrator of the 
rumor usually has a reason ... or so she thinks ... to 
pass on the information about the other person. 
Usually I find the rumor is started because of jealousy. 
The girl is upset with Stacy, so why not pass on what 
she has heard about her, perhaps change it just a bit, 
and then Stacy will get hers. I mean, she should suf¬ 
fer a little, too. It’s time to put her down a peg. 

As I explained to Stacy, Meg (the assumed starter 
of the rumor) had been upset with Stacy since Stacy 
was presumably now dating the guy that Meg really 
liked, but how to retaliate? Of course, spread a rumor, 
get the guy to think badly of Stacy or perhaps get oth¬ 
ers to think ill of her in order to get Stacy upset. 

“You know what, Stacy? Meg’s strategy is working. 
You are upset, and by your getting upset, you are let¬ 
ting Meg win. What would you like me to do?" 

The three other gals all looked at her for a 
response and when none was forthcoming, I interject¬ 
ed, “Why don’t we invite Meg to come into my office. 
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Agawam High 
School’s December 
calendar of events 

* Happy Holidays! 

* Health Education - “National Drunk & Drugged 
Driving Prevention Month’’ 

Sat., Dec. 7th: AHS’s “As Schools Match Wits” 
team on TV; Ninth-Grade Student Tryouts for Jr. 
District Band & Chorus (1:00 p.m., Westfield State 
College). 

Mon., Dec. 9th: Philosophy Club, 2:00 p.m., Rm. 
38. 

Tues., Dec. 10th: Breakfast by Sophomores; NHS, 
2:00 p.m.; Model Congress, 2:00 p.m., Rm. 24; Art 
Club, 2:00 p.m., Rm. 51; Band Parents, 7:30 p.m., 
Rm. 81; “Financial Aid Night" - 7:00 p.m., Auditorium. 

Wed., Dec. 11th: “As Schools Match Wits” team, 
2:00 p.m., Rm. 49; Math Club Holiday Social; “Winter 
Sports Media Day,” 2:00 p.m., Gym. 

Thurs., Dec. 12th: Breakfast by Seniors; School 
Council, 5:00 p.m.; Drama Class Presentation - “Hide 
and Seek,” 7:30 p.m., Auditorium. 

Fri., Dec. 13th: Breakfast by Juniors. 

Sat., Dec. 14th: AHS's “As Schools Match Wits” 
team on TV. 

Mon., Dec. 16th: Peer Leadership builds the 
“Chain of Life" display in the Cafeteria (the display will 
run Dec. 17th-20th). 

Tues., Dec. 17th: Breakfast by Sophomores; 
Model Congress, 2:00 p.m., Rm. 24; Art Club, 2:00 
p.m., Rm. 51; Winter Arts Festival Exhibit, 6:30 p.m. / 
Concert, 7:00 p.m. (donation - $2 and a canned good 
for the Agawam Junior Women’s Club Holiday 
Baskets). 

Wed., Dec. 18th: “As Schools Match Wits," 2:00 
p.m., Rm. 49; Peer Leadership Holiday Party, 2:00 
p.m., Rm. 44; Intergenerational Poetry Group. 1:50 
p.m., Rm. ?>&. 

Thurs., Dec. 19th: Breakfast by Seniors; Child 
Development Winter Festival for Children. 

Fri., Dec. 20th: Breakfast by Juniors; 
Student/Teacher Talent Show, 1:00 p.m., Auditorium; 
Academic Decathlon Awards Dinner, 5:00 p.m., Olive 
Garden in Enfield. 
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Early Childhood 
Ctr. sponsors 
thermometer exchange 

In partnership with the Town of Agawam DPW 
Recycling Program and the Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP), the Agawam Early 
Childhood Center provided a "Mercury Thermometer 
Exchange” throughout the week of December 2nd. 
Parents of children attending the Early Childhood 
Center were encouraged to bring in their mercury 
fever thermometer in exchange for a FREE digital 
thermometer. 

Because it is common for children to break fever 
thermometers in their mouths, the DPW Recycling 
Program partnered up with the Agawam Early 
Childhood Center to sponsor the exchange in an 
effort to help reduce the potential harm that mercury 
causes. The Town of Agawam had received 100 digi¬ 
tal thermometers from the Department of 
Environmental Protection as part of their Mercury 
Reduction Campaign. 

Mercury is toxic to people and wildlife. It can cause 
damage to the brain, liver, and kidneys as well as 
developmental disorders in children. 

Products that contain mercury are found in many 
household items, including batteries, fluorescent 
lights, thermostats, and thermometers. While the 
amount of mercury in an individual thermometer may 
seem small, the little amount contained is hazardous 
to our health. 

When thermometers break or are disposed of, the 
mercury can enter the environment, particularly if the 
waste is incinerated or landfilled. Combustion of vari¬ 
ous mercury-containing products in municipal solid 
waste is the second largest source of mercury to the 
environment in the United States. 

According to the Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection, thermometers are one of 
the largest sources of mercury discarded in municipal 
solid waste. 

Should a household have any mercury products to 
be disposed of, the items should be stored in a sealed 
container, out of reach from children. The products 
can then be disposed of at the community’s next 
Household Hazardous Waste Day event. 

Questions about Mercury Reducation can be 
answered by Tracy DeMaio, Agawam’s Recycling 
Coordinator, by calling 786-0400, ext. 286. 
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Mon., Dec. 23rd through Wed., Jan 1st: 

Christmas Vacation!!! 


* * * 


For all the 
hometown 
news, you 
turn our 
pages each 
and every 

week... 

* * * 


You've Got It Made hi The Shade! 

mi F/hnnh 

We Bring The Shades To You! 

Your complete custom window treatment specialist 

Residential & Commercial t^JWV 

„ .... . All At 

Specializing in: S Discount 

* Draperies, Top Treatments * Insulated Window Treatments S Prices! 

* Vertical Blinds * Pleated & Cellular Shades 

* Custom Interior Shutters * Mini & Micro Blinds 

* Silhouette 

* Window Shades 





Luminette 


H 


* Skylight Treatments 

786-9411 


Always Free Estimates & Installations 



VISA 




Light is great. 


Unless it's reflecting on your glasses. 


j.ihl i.anqo from being spectacular to being a real nuisance If i:'s constantly relucting on your glasses. Giza! anti-reflective 
.•alea lenses reduce such p'ot/enss. which are often caused by computer screens, oncoming headlights and harsh l.ghl ng. 
at. f g it-- w. ra ana kjht lor < t>-M»r T. your eyes Corno totr with us to team more. 


Agawam Opticians Crizal 

338 Walnut St. Ext., Agawam - 786-0719 - “Since 1972 ” 


Feel /letter 


50% 2nd Pair Discount. Over POO Frames Tvfdioo.se From, Eyeglasses, 
Eye Exams, Contact Lenses, Senior Discount, Blue Cross/HMO Blue Discount, 
Health New England Discount, Tufts - Secure Horizons - Blue Care 65 


I0SSILOR 

I n o fDOf.lo.od trodoimrk ol Estor mfcmctonal, S A 0X02 tutor of Amcnro. toe. As figWt fowved. 
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[" Agawam Schools’ 

! weekly lunch menu 

| Agawam High School 

Mon., Dec. 9th: Five buffalo chicken nuggets 
" w/dipping sauce, steamed white rice, seasoned 
[ corn, assorted chilled fruit, pudding w/topping. 

Tues., Dec. 10th: Shaved turkey & bacon on a 
5 tomato basil wrap w/lettuce & cheese, individual 
8 Lays chips, assorted chilled fruit, “wacky cake.” 

8 Wed., Dec. 11th: Grilled cheese sandwich, but- 
8 tered rotini w/broccoli cuts, assorted chilled fruit, 

[ dessert of the day. 

Thurs., Dec. 12th: “Gilardi’s” stuffed crust pizza, 
g garden salad w/dressing, assorted chilled fruit, 

8 school-baked cookie. 

8 Fri., Dec. 13th: Crispy chicken pattie on a roll in 
I wrapper, baked french fries, vegetable of the day, 

8 assorted chilled fruit, dessert of the day. 

Junior High School 

g Mon., Dec. 9th: Popcorn chicken bites w/dip- 
8 ping sauce, steamed white rice, seasoned corn, 

D assorted chilled fruit, Trix cookie bar. 

Tues., Dec. 10th: “Hu Ke Lau Take-Out” - five 
J golden chicken fingers w/duck sauce, pork-fried 
! rice, Oriental mixed vegetables, pineapple chunks, 
j fortune cookie. | 

8 Wed., Dec. 11th: Buttered noodles w/meat 
0 sauce on the side, warm breadstick, seasoned 
I green peas, assorted chilled fruit, school-baked 
I brownie. 

Thurs., Dec. 12th: "Gilardi's” stuffed crust pizza, 

[ salad w/dressing, assorted chilled fruit, school- 
! baked cookie. 

| Fri., Dec. 13th: Chicken pattie on a roll w/mayo, 

| baked potato wedges, vegetable of the day, assort- 
0 ed chilled fruit, dessert of the day. 

Agawam Middle School 

■ Mon., Dec. 9th: Five chicken nuggets w/dipping 
U sauce, steamed white rice, seasoned corn, assort- 
8 ed chilled fruit, pudding w/topping. 

8 Tues., Dec. 10th: Jumbo baked pretzel 
fi w/cheese sauce, buttered noodles w/broccoli cuts, 

8 assorted chilled fruit, Jello w/topping. 

, Wed., Dec. 11th: Grilled cheese sandwich, 

[ baked french fries, seasoned green beans, assort- 
8 ed chilled fruit, orange blossom cake. 

0 Thurs., Dec. 12th: “Gilardi’s” stuffed crust pizza, 

8 salad w/dressing, assorted chilled fruit, school- 
8 baked cookie. 

j Fri., Dec. 13th: Five French toast sticks w/syrup 
for dipping, two sausage links, baked potato 
. rounds, assorted chilled fruit, baked crisp w/top- 
8 ping. 

8 Elementary Schools 

[ Mon., Dec. 9th: Five chicken nuggets w/dipping 
[ sauce, steamed white rice, seasoned corn, assort- 
j ed chilled fruit, pudding w/topping. 

8 Tues., Dec. 10th: Two English muffin pizza 
8 halves, Smart popcorn, fresh whole baby carrots, 

8 assorted chilled fruit, Jello w/topping. 

8 Wed., Dec. 11th: Grilled cheese sandwich, 

“ baked french fries, seasoned green beans, assort- 
j ed chilled fruit, orange blossom cake. 

Thurs., Dec. 12th: “Gilardi’s” stuffed crust pizza, 
j salad w/dressing, assorted chilled fruit, school- 
j baked cookie. 

8 Fri., Dec. 13th: Five French toast sticks w/syrup 
8 for dipping, two sausage links, baked potato 
8 rounds, assorted chilled fruit, baked crisp w/top- 


Want to surprise your 
friends, family members, or 
co-workers when they turn a 
“certain age”? Then be sure 
to put a “Birthday Ad” in The 
Agawam Advertiser News.... 


The Agawam Advertiser News December 5, 2002 


Mayor, Town Clerk Visit Clark School 



"READING WEEK" was held recently at James Clark School, and town officials stopped by to 
read some stories to several of the classes at the school. In top photo. Mayor Richard A. Cohen 
(center) read to the fourth-grade class (Room 11) of co-teachers Nancy Foley and Donna Rossi. 
In photo below, Town Clerk Richard M. Theroux (center) entertained the second-grade class 
(Room 7) of Peggy Bitzas. Advertiser News photos by Kathy Shepard. 



Patricia Zerra 
completes CT 
College internship 

Patricia Zerra, a senior at Connecticut College, 
completed an internship this summer through the col¬ 
lege’s Career Enhancing Life Skills (CELS) program. 
Zerra worked in the Intensive Care Nursery of 
Thomas Jefferson University Hospital in Philadelphia 
PA. 

Zerra, a 1999 graduate of Agawam High School, is 
the daughter of Elizabeth and Steven Zerra of 
Feeding Hills. 

The Career Enhancing Life Skills program guides 
students during their four-year academic experience 
from initial academic advising and personal develop¬ 
ment to securing a funded internship after their junior- 
year and senior-year job search assistance. The 
intent of the funded internship is to have a transform¬ 
ing impact upon the students’ intellectual, profession¬ 
al, and personal development through exposure to 
work, research, or community involvement that he or 
she may not otherwise encounter through course- 
work. 

For more information, see www.conncoll edn 
Connecticut College is located at 270 Mohegan Ave., 
New London. 

Advertiser News... 


Matthew Zajdel 
awarded Francis 
Ouimet scholarship 

The Francis Ouimet Scholarship Fund has 
announced that it has awarded local students college 
tuition assistance scholarships. The grants are part of 
the record $940,000 the Fund is awarding to 351 stu¬ 
dents representing 132 Massachusetts golf clubs and 
143 colleges and universities for the 2002-2003 aca¬ 
demic year. Candidates for a Ouimet Scholarship 
must have completed two years “service to golf at a 
Massachusetts golf course as a caddie, pro shop 
worker, or course superintendent staff. Candidates 
must also demonstrate academic achievement and a 
financial need. The Ouimet Scholarship is a competi¬ 
tive need-based undergraduate scholarship and is the 
largest independent scholarship in New England. 

^ Among students named 2002/2003 Ouimet 
Scholars is Matthew T. Zajdel of Agawam, Class of 
2006 at State University of New York at New Paltz 
(Oak Ridge Country Club). 

The Francis Ouimet Scholarship Fund was found¬ 
ed in 1949 in honor of legendary golfer Fracis Ouimet. 
The Ouimet Fund is the largest single-state caddie 
fund in the country and has awarded over $12 million 
to over 3,900 individuals since its inception. The 
scholarship is a competitive, renewable award that 
can have a value of $ 10,000 to $ 20,000 (or more) 
over four years. Ouimet Scholars have gone on to top 
positions of leadership in business and professional 
careers. 
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AGAWAM MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS are going buggy in art class with bugs, bugs, and 


more bugs, with bug engravings, bug drawings, bug prints, and bug sculptures. 


Bugs, bugs, & more 
bugs at Agawam 
Middle School 

Bugs, bugs, bugs ... bug drawings, bug engrav¬ 
ings, bug prints, and bug sculptures have invaded 
and decorated the Middle School halls and art room. 

This insect theme was the i nspiration for lessons 
for both the fifth- and sixth-grade artists. These art 
lessons connected with science as STANDARD TEN: 
Interdisciplinary Connections in which students apply 
their knowledge of the arts to the study of English lan¬ 
guage arts, foreign languages, health, history and 
social science, mathematics, and science and tech¬ 
nology/engineering was met. 

Fifth-grade artists began this unit by learning 
todraw insects using observation, contour lines, and 
texture. Using pen and ink, students drew many 
insect studies in a format used by Leonardo da Vinci 
in his notebooks. This knowledge was used to create 
insect engravings by incising lines and textures into a 
prepared black engraving paper. The black covered a 
multi-colored holograph paper. The resulting insects 
truly sparkled! Clay basrelief insect sculptures in a 
tondo format culminated the lessons. The gray pottery 
clay was allowed to air dry and then painted with 
watercolors. 



Sixth-grade artists used the artist M.C. Escher as 
the inspiration for two “Bugatopia ’ lessons. Early in 
Escher’s career, he created fantastic images of the 
real world, but seen at unusual angles, eerie reflec¬ 
tions, and extreme close-ups. Using lines, texture, 
and value, students drew realistic insects as they 
might appear next to and under a magnifying lens. 
Escher later studied Islamic tiles and their repeated 
complex geometric shapes in mathematical varia¬ 
tions. 

These tesselations were the source for a printmak¬ 
ing lesson. This insect design used axial balance, 
positive and negative shapes, and was printed awith 
black ink. These "Bug Tiles" captured Escher's graph¬ 
ic qualities. 

The lesson culminated in a “Fanciful Bug creation. 
Using 3-D paper techniques and collage, these imag¬ 
inary insects proved to truly be flights of fancy! 


RUMORS - from Page 31 

Let’s all talk through this issue. Maybe Meg does not 
even realize how much she is hurting you. Maybe she 
was not the original starter of the rumor. Maybe when 
she heard the news, she was hurt and didn't think to 
check with you to see if the rumor were true or not. Or 
maybe, just maybe, Meg is feeling down and misery 
does love company, so she is trying to pull you down, 
too. What do you think? I mean, there are a number 
of possibilities, but we will never know which one is 
the right one unless we confront Me-g. In fact, we will 
be enabling the rumor to continue.’ 

Well, I did call Meg into my office. I had the other 
three girls go back to their classes. This issue was 
between Meg and Stacy, so the others were not need¬ 
ed. Besides, I felt that Stacy and Meg would have a 
better chance to air their feelings if it were just the two 
of them with me present as a facilitator. I had one girl 
present her side of the story, then the other gal spoke. 
Then, we compared notes and saw how the rumor 
was only partially based in truth. The rest was hog- 
wash. Once the situation was truthfully presented and 
clearly understood, Meg looked very apologetic. And 
Meg had not started the rumor. She had simply kept it 
going because she had been so upset by what she 
had heard ... so upset to think her good friend would 
have betrayed her. 

Then all three of us discussed rumors, the ugliness 
of them, the angst and the confusion they cause, and 
what should now be done to deal with this one. We 
talked for about an hour. It was good; it was revealing; 
it was healing. We all grew from the experience. At 
the end of the session, both girls gave each other a 
hug. They had been close friends in the past and, of 
course, that was-they they had hurt even more when 
the rumor started flying. 

“You know, gals, don't belreve what you hear about 
someone else unless you hear it from that someone 
else.” I smiled, they smiled, and then with heads helc 
high, left my office, ready to continue their day. 
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Sports 

Clarks two TDs lead way as AHS chalks up fourth shutout 
Brownies send 
Terriers back to 
the pound after 
Turkey Day win 


by Jason LaFleur 

Sports Writer 

The Agawam High football Brownies came to play 
on Thanksgiving Day, shutting out the West Side 
Terriers in a more than convincing 26-0 victory. The 
win over the Terriers allowed Agawam to reach its goal 
of a six-win season, finishing the year 6-5. 

Overall, it was an exciting season for Coach Tad 
Desautels and his team. Defeating West Side was just 
the icing on the cake. 

“Anytime we best West Side, it's a huge victory,” 
said Desautels. “We had a great week in practice and 
we were ready to play. It was nice to have our seniors 
go out winners." 

West Side’s Clarke Field was a spectacle of ice and 
snow. Combined with arctic-like temperatures and a 
19-degree wind chill, it made for a most uncomfort¬ 
able visit. 

As cold as it seemed in the stands, however, it was 
much colder on the field for the Terriers. West Side 
squandered each and every opportunity they had to 
score. They fumbed the ball four times over the 
course of the game, and failed to recover it once. 

Penalties also factored into the heavy loss, as they 
were thrown the flag six times for losses totaling over 
60 yards. 

The first turnover was on the first play from scrim¬ 
mage. After a short Agawam kickoff, the ball was 
placed at the West Side 46-yard line. The ball was 
snapped, and then dropped. 

Agawam senior running back/linebacker Ryan 



SENIOR CLASS MEMBERS of the Agawam High football team are pictured at the annual 
banquet held at Oak Ridge Golf Club in Feeding Hills. Standing: Arthur Nowik, Sebastian 
Verelst, Nick Krolicki, Mike Locke, Joe Bound, Mike Bachini, and Sal Santaniello. Seated: Mike 
Piccin, Ryan Lottermoser, Bruce LeCIair, Scott Weller, Steven Iacolo, and Joe Clark. Advertiser 

News photo by Kathy Shepard. 


Lottermoser (9 carries / 45 yards /1 TD) was quick to 
dive on the loose ball and give Agawam an unexpect¬ 
ed possession early in the game. 

What followed the aggressive play on defense was 
a smooth delivery of the pass and run spanning four 
plays and 54 yards to the end zone. 

On a second and very tong 15, All-Scholastic quar¬ 
terback Joey Clark (5-10 / 64 yards passing /12 car¬ 
ries / 107 yards / 2 TD) 
opted to hold onto the ball. 

Clark ran it in for the 15- 
yard touchdown, making 
that his first of the game 
and number 12 for the 


year. 

Sophomore Kevin Bienia’s extra point kick was 
good and the Brownies led 7-0. 

Agawam’s first scoring drive took them only three 
minutes to complete, leaving the Terriers with ample 
time in the first quarter to retaliate. West Side relied on 

SEE TURKEY DAY FOOTBALL - Page 35 



Play Falcons Trivia 

O 4 


245 Springfield St. * Agawam * 413-786-0430 

WINTER SUPER SAVER SPECIALS!! 


NEW SATURDAY HOURS: 8 AM - 4 PM 
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Weekly Trivia Contest Winners 
receive 10-ticket Falcon Flexpack 

Grand Prize - Trip for two to see Tampa 
Bay Lightning play Philadelphia Flyers. 

This week's question: 

What former Falcons goaltender is a cur¬ 
rent netminder with the Philadelphia Flyers? 

' TRIVIA CONTEST Week 15 ’ 

Answer: _ 

Name: 


Address: 

Phone: 

E-mail: 


Mail to: Turley/Falcons Trivia, Springfield Civic Center, 

P.0. Box 3190, Springfield, MA 01101 M 

Entries must be received by December 6, 2002. 
One winner per week drawn from correct entries. 


have any questions, call the Falcons at 413-739-3344 

You can also play Falcons Trivia at www.falconsahl.com 


LUBE OIL CHANGE 

Service Includes 

Up to 5 Qts Of Motorcraft Oil, New Motorcraft 
Oil Filter, Check Fluids 
And Tire Pressure 


$19.95 


Plus tax & environmental fee Must present coupon 
at time of service EXPIRES 12-31-02 
No Appointment Necessary 
Coupons not valid with any other offers. 


WINTER SERVICE 
SPECIAL 

Oil & Filter Change Up To 5 Quarts 
Tire Rotation, Brake Inspection 
Check All Belts & Hoses, Inspect Air & Cabin 
Filters. Top Off All Fluids 


$34.95 


Plus tax & environmental fee. Must present coupon at 
time of service. EXPIRES 12-31-02 
No Appointment Necessary. 

Coupons not valid with any other offers 


WE SERVICE ALL FORD-LINCOLN-MERCURY CARS AND 
TRUCKS UP TO F750 

Large Selection of New & Used Cars & Trucks 

www. sa ra tf o rd.com 




$29.95/D AY 
$189/Week 


NOW IN 2 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS! 

245 Sprinfield St., Agawam (at sarat FORD) 

413-786-5882 

385 Memorial Drive, Chicopee 

- (across from Admiral DW's) 

413-594-7400 

wwrw. re n t a 11 s ta r. c o m 
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AGAWAM HIGH SENIOR GRIDIRON CAPTAINS Joe Clark (left) and Mike Locke (right) 
with Coach Tad Desautels at the annual football banquet held at Oak Ridge Golf Club. Advertiser 

News photo by Kathy Shepard. 
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TURKEY DAY FOOTBALL - from Page 34 

its strong running game on nearly every play, but had 
immense difficulty moving the chains. 

Running back Mike Thibault came into the game 50 
yards shy of 1,000 rushing yards on the season. 
Thibault managed to break the 1,000-yard mark, but 
he played well below his average performance with 
just five carries for a bit over 50 yards. 

Defensively, the Brownies played brilliantly. They 
formed an impenetrable wall against the ground game 
and kept the receivers too busy to even look for the 
pass in registering their fourth whitewash of the sea¬ 
son. 

After a struggle to produce, the Terriers punted it 
away on a fourth down and 20. The kick was a boom¬ 
ing one, sticking Agawam deep within its own territo¬ 
ry- 

From the 18-yard line, Clark attempted to pick up 
some yards but couldn't connect with tight end Bobby 
Jensen. 

On the next play, Clark ran the ball. Unable to make 
it past the marker, it was Agawam’s turn to send out 
the special teams unit. 

West Side co-captain/running back Joe Morris 
helped his team reach midfield with short runs up the 
middle, but Mike Locke - linebacker and co-captain for 
Agawam - kept him locked down. The Terriers again 
had to punt the ball while the first quarter came to a 
close. 

The second quarter began for the Brownies on their 
own 29-yard line. Senior running back Mike Piccin (12 
carries / 60 yards) charged through the block for a 
nice pick-up and the first down. Piccin had another 
good game, averaging five yards per carry. 

Clark threw a pass that was tipped at the line and 
fell incomplete. On the next play, he decided to keep 
the ball and ran for 12 yards and another Agawam first 
down. The Brownies had a rhythm going offensively, 
but the West Side defense wouldn’t let up. The 
Terriers stopped the drive and Agawam chose to go 
for it on a fourth and long. Clark was unsuccessful at 
converting on fourth down, and they turned the ball 
over on downs. 

Later in the first half, Clark showed good aware¬ 
ness as he threw a perfect first down pass to sopho¬ 
more wide receiver Kyle Perry. Perry made a spec¬ 
tacular catch in the midst of three blue-and-white jer¬ 
seys. (Perry had four receptions for 44 yards.) 
Agawam had made it into the red zone with great per¬ 
severance and was able to set itself up on first and 
goal. 

The Brownies, who have had some trouble this 
season on goalline situations, suffered a slight set¬ 
back. West Side forced a fourth and goal on the five- 
yard line and declared its defensive stance. Agawam, 
eager to score, made the call to try for six, but again 
gave up possession. 

West Springfield, with the ball, made a crucial mis¬ 
take by fumbling it on the three-yard line. This was a 
huge break for the Brownies, giving them new life with 
less than 40 ticks left in the half. 

The huddle broke, and Clark and company trotted 
to the line. What happened next caught the Terrier 
defense completely off-guard. On first and goal, Clark 
handed the ball off to none other than Locke, the 6’2", 
220-pound All-Scholastic linebacker. Locke bullied his 
way to the one, coming just short of the end zone. 
Recognizing his passion to help his team score, the 
players stepped up and made it possible. 

The next play was to Locke, who crashed through 
the line and scored his first and only offensive touch¬ 
down of his outstanding high school career. 

“Our kids unselfishly agreed that it would be great 
to let Mike score his first touchdown,” Desautels com¬ 
mented. “We play like a family, and when you play like 
a family, it’s always positive.” Bienia’s kick was no 
good, and Agawam now led 13-0. 

With nine seconds left, the Brownies continued to 
wow the crowd as Lottermoser intercepted quarter¬ 
back Robert Rufo to send it to intermission. 

The players took the field after halftime and West 
Side kicked off to Lottermoser, who returned the ball 
to the Agawam 37. Piccin utilized his skills at running 
the ball as he bobbed and weaved his way upfield. 
From the Terrier 34-yarci line, Clark stepped back in 
the pocket looking for an open man. Finding no one, 
Clark ran out to the sideline and followed it all the way 


down to the end zone for a 34-yard touchdown. 

Agawam cheered on Clark’s second TD run of the 
game as the visiting side of the field erupted in cele¬ 
bration. West Side sacked Clark on the two-point con¬ 
version attempt, but his team still led, 19-0. 

With a comfortable advantage, Agawam kicked off 
to senior co-captain and fullback Joe Morris. Morris 
bobbled the ball and scrambled to retrieve it as it 
rolled out onto the grass. 

Two plays later, it looked as though West Side was 
never going to maintain a possession. The Terriers 
lost the ball as quickly as they had gotten it, and 
Agawam came up with the fumble for the third time. 

The Brownies ran the football consistently and suc¬ 
cessfully, using Lottermoser to eat up some time and 
a lot of yardage. The defense managed to keep Clark 
at bay, at least for the time being, and Agawam faced 
fourth and three at the Terriers’ 17-yard line. The pass 
to Perry converted the fourth down and set AHS up at 
the 11. 

The two teams nestled in at the line of scrimmage 
and awaited the next snap. Lottermoser protected the 
ball well as he charged around the block and marched 
into the end zone for six points and his fourth touch¬ 
down of the season. Bienia split the sticks with the 
PAT, giving Agawam a huge lead of 26-0. 

The game was really beginning to get ugly for West 


Side. Facing a deficit of more than three touchdowns 
with 1:40 left in the third, the home crowd started to 
thin out. The Terriers returned the kick to their own 28- 
yard line, but a facemask penalty against Agawam 
gave them much better field position. The whistle was 
blown, and the third quarter was over. 

West Springfield had possession on third and nine 
and 12 minutes to make something happen. 
Quarterback Robert Rufo completed his only pass of 
the day, good for five yards, but not enough for the 
first down. (Rufo went 1-4 for five yards.) 

The remainder of the game was completely domi¬ 
nated by both offense and defense on the part of 
Agawam. The Terriers struggled on every play and 
failed to make any positive strides for a score. With 
just over two minutes on the clock, West Side fumbled 
the ball again. Locke came out of the pile with the ball, 
and another Agawam victory was chiseled into the 
record books. 

It seemed like West Side never had a chance 
against this charged-up Brownie squad. They played 
like a team possessed, and a team that wanted so 
very badly to go out on top. 

Doing just that, Agawam has now gone 3-1 versus 
the Terriers with Desautels and his staff at the helm. 

Jay’s “MVP of the Game” ... QB Joey Clark - 5- 
10/64 yards passing / 0 INT / 12 carries / 107 
yards / 2 TD. 


Cathedral High School 

260 Surrey Road, Springfield, MA 01118 


PLACEMENT 


Saturday, December 7, 2002 
8:00 am - 12:00 noon 
Snow Date, December 14, 2002 


for students interested in applying to 
grades 9, 10, or 11. 

Completed admissions application 
needed for registration. 


Walk-Ins Welcome 


Don’t delay, Apply today! 

Placement Exam necessary for Acceptance 


Test Fee $25 


Call 782-5285 for an Admissions Packet! 
www.cathedralhigh.org 
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Profile ... sponsored by Bruno s Pizza 


“Coaches’ Award” winner Mike Bachini 
a real winner for Agawam High football 


“Sometimes I am on it, and sometimes f rn not. it 
always seems to be math that keeps me off. 1 can 
have high grades in all other subjects, but math is a 
j real killer.” 

He takes the winter off from school sports and 
: plays recreational basketball in an Agawam Parks & 

Recreation league. This spring, he will give varsity 
baseball a shot after two years as a pitcher and out- 
! fielder on the junior varsity. He also plans to once 
*vj again participate in the “Relay For Life' event held at 
2 Springfield College. 

1 Mike has set his sights on communications as his 
Kj college major. He dreams of a career in sports radio 
S as a broadcaster. He listed Framingham State 
? I • | College, Central Connecticut State College, and the 
University of Hartford as possibilites for next fall. 

I Both his parents are teachers in the Agawam 
School System . His dad, Paul, is a physical education 
A instructor at Granger School who also coached golf at 
( AHS for many years. His mom is Debbie, a fifth-grade 
1 teacher at the Middle School. His sister, Danielle, 19, 
is a sophomore at Sacred Heart University in 
! Bridgeport who played two sports for the Brownies 
(field hockey and softball). 

! Mike admires both of his parents, but he specifical- 
. * ly mentioned his two grandfathers as individuals who 

---~ ' have always inspired him. “My grandpa, Leo Bachini, 

MIKE BACHINI djecl | ast mont h. | really looked up to him. He was a 

musician and played the trumpet and piano. I received 
view. He’s been a percussonist since fifth grade and musical inspiration from him. Besides my father, 
says the base drums are what he usually plays. my other grandpa, Sidney Young, had the biggest 

Because of his football commitments, he is unable influence on me when it comes to sports.” 
to perform with the school’s award-winning Marching He hopes people remember him as “a good friend 
Mohawks. When the band travels for fall competitions w ho could always bring a smile to someone’s face 
on Saturdays, he’s around as a helper to band w jth a story, a joke, or for just being nice” when his 
Director Tammy Watson and company. days are over for the orange-and-brown. 

He was especially proud of the band winning its 
first-ever state championship in November at what he 
called “a very tough competition” held in Bridgeport, 

Connecticut. “Winning the state title was pretty cool 
for the band. It was such a tough division, but it was a 
great day for the band and for Agawam High.” 

A four-year member of the concert band, Mike is 
looking forward to the annual spring trip where the 
concert band competes (as do the Marching 
Mohawks). “The band trips are great. Last year, we 
went to Richmond, Virginia. When I was a sophomore, 
we went to Orlando and that was awesome. And as a 
freshman, we took a cruise from Key West for the 
competition in Tampa.” 

In the classroom this fall, Mike’s courses include 
English 12, band (honors), practical law, physics (hon¬ 
ors), Spanish 5 (honors), advanced math, and gym. 

His favorite class is physics (honors), and Dean 
Vecchiarelli and Glenn Olson were named as the fac¬ 
ulty members whom he admires the most. Mike’s 
favorite color is blue, and his 18th birthday will be next 
July 4th. 

Asked about food, Mike likes his pasta cooked by 
“Mama Rosa” (Rosa Santaniello, mother of AHS sen¬ 
ior football player Sal Santaniello). “I think it’s fair to 
say that whenever I am over at Sal’s house, I always 
eat well,” he admitted with a laugh. Applebees in 
Westfield is Mike's place to eat out. 

His top show on TV is ESPN’s “SportsCenter,” and 
on the big screen, his favorite flick is “Back To The 
Future” (the first one). 

For wheels, Mike only has to look in the AHS park¬ 
ing lot and see a 1996 white Mustang (with a stick) - 
owned by his pal, Nick Krolicki - as a vehicle he’d love 
to have. 

His clothes run casual. “There was a lot of Brownie 
apparel this fall, including sweat shirts and t-shirts,” he 
added. Mike buys his other duds at The American 
Eagle at The Holyoke Mall. His main hangout is at the 


after the game, in-between games, Bruno's is famous 
for its pizza, grinders, and calzones. Chicken wings, 
onion rings , and french fries are other favorites. 
Eat-in or take-out. Bruno's delivers seven days a 
week. Call 786-8717. Eddie Santaniello and his staff 
will make you feel right at home. Each "Athlete of 
the Week" will receive a large pizza and a 2- litre 
Coke compliments of Eddie Santaniello and the 
friendly folks at Bruno's Pi: 


:ena. 


VERMETTE 


Auto Body Inc. 

Since 1979 


All New Convenient 
Location 
223 Garden St 
Feeding Hills 




786-8226 

All Insurance Companies 

Collision and Windshield 

Claims Welcome 

Guaranteed Repairs 

RS-1842 
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Quest 650 XT 


HIGH PERFORMANCE 
SPORT QUAD 




No No No T ' 
for one year 

OR 

Rates as low as 2.9% 
APR for up to 
72 months'. 

" Irrtsr n\ H ptfd 

o/f in Ml wt'fl 17 nwithx 


BOMBARDIER ATV 

Follow No One. 


1515 PARK STREET, 
ROUTE 20, PALMER 
413-284-1673 

Hours: Mon.,Tuos., Wod., 

Frl. 9-6,Thurs. 9-0. Snt. 9-3 


OPEN SUNDAYS !{ 

Dec. 1, 8, & 15 - 10 to 2 m 
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THE THREE SENIOR CLASS MEMBERS of the Agawam High girls’ 
soccer team - tri-captains Meaghan Brown (left), Danielle Cirillo (mid¬ 
dle), and Kaitlin Sardella (right) - were honored at the Agawam Parents 
Association banquet on Thursday, November 21st, at Oak Ridge Golf 
Club. The three played key roles in the team’s second straight Western 
• Mass. Division I title. The Brownies also reached the state title game. The 
girls are pictured with their moms - Kathy Kennedy (next to Meaghan), 
Maxine Cirillo (booster club officer) and Besty Sardella (booster club offi¬ 
cer). Advertiser New. photo by Kathy Shepard. 


ULTIMATE L0W 

RUNABOUT introductory 

PRICE OF 
$2,999** 


AGAWAM HIGH BOYS’ SOCCER Coach Jonathan Cavallo (center) 
with Chris Holl (left) and Greg Cizek, the two seniors who participated in 
the annual Senior All-Star Game at Minnechaug Regional High School on 
Saturday, November 23rd. 


3-Year extended 
service coverage’ 

In mdurt n lUivlt'd 
ol only 8 onnthtl 

PLUS 

No No No" 
for one year 
OR 

Rates as low as 2.9% 
APR for up to 
72 months'. 
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c*l b MwnNo 13 rnemhi. 


BOMBARDIER ATV. 

ONE TOUGH LINEUP. THREE SWEET DEALS. 


dulWvjB yuu in lirid .1 bcttm valui* ATV ..nywh.r.r Born and raised m the Canadian Wild. 

Bomh.uU>. i ATV- am lh» lomjli. ■,! ymi tan buy bands down - regardless ol wllM lypi' ol ATV you're looking foi 
Threw in amg.unq drab from now lo November 30 and UMr»>. simply no reason not lo try one oul 


ULTIMATE SPORT UTILITY 


Matte 1^1 

Quest 500' a Quest 650 

2x4 or 4x4 
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Seniors honored at AHS girls’ & boys’ soccer banquet 

Jim Stevenson receives “Jeff McCarl Award” 






In left photo: Agawam High soccer parent Ken Cizek (far left) presents the annual “Jeff McCarl Award”(given each year to a friend of soccer in 
Agawam) to Jim Stevenson, a long-time boys’ youth coach in town. The presentation was made on Sunday, November 24th, at the boys’ soccer 
banquet held at Oak Ridge Golf Club. In right photo: Senior class members of the Agawam High boys’ soccer team were honored at the Agawam 
Soccer Parents Assocation banquet at Oak Ridge. The boys reached the Division I quarter-finals. From left: Assistant Coach Serafino, Ryan 
Trexler, Mike McGeoghan, Dave Bienia, Greg Cizek, Chris Holl, Paul Lagasse, Paul Pilegi, and Coach Jonathan Cavallo. 


Our classified advertisements cost just $15 per week for 30 
words or less. However, we DO NOT take them over the 
telephone. Please bring them to our office at 23 Southwick 
Street, Feeding Hills Center (above Remillard Insurance 
Agency), or mail them (along with payment) to P.O. Box 
263, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 ... ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 
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Notre Dame maintains “perfect” record 
in round, two of Tri-Parish Bowling 


Notre Dame remains “perfect” after three weeks of 
round two in the Tri-Parish Bowling League. They won 
over St. Mary, 4-0, on Monday, November 18th. ND 
has won every game for three weeks straight. 

Rolling well for St. M, Jon “Money” Robarge ran 
strings of 114, 109, and 101 for a total offense of 324 

all in vain. Cori “Lefty” Napolitan hit a 312, and 
anchor Neil “Slippery” Serven hit a high single of 140 
and a triple of 354 for ND. 

Caroline “Peppy" Coelln hit a 115 second string, but 
put two 80 strings with it for a 290 total to help ND to 

a 1,505 total pinfall (which won by 111 pins). 

* * * 

Georgetown stayed in second place, but they lost 
to St. Louis, 2-1/2 to 1-1/2. G’town could only win one 
string (the third string), but this win had enough pins 
to tie for the total pinfall. 

For G’town, Rich “Golden" Snyder ran strings of 
151, 98, and 130 for a 379 total to lead his team. “Big 
Bad" John Mlinek had two 100 strings, but put an 88 
with them for a 290 total. Paula “Wild Thing" Burke did 
the same, but she ended up with a 295. 

For St. Louis, all bowlers rolled well to take the first 
and second strings. The first string was taken with a 
525 as all rollers hit over 100, except Tom “Thumb” 
Massotti, who was the low man with a 99. (“Thumbs” 
came on to hit 299.) 

Maybeth “Ms. Consistent" Coughlin wasn’t very 
consistent; she started out with a 123, then had two 
strings in the 80s. “Luscious” Lou Muldrew carried the 
team with strings of 118, 116, and 116 for a 350 
series. One more pin by any roller would have won 


the total pinfall. 

* * * 

Fordham beat Holy Cross, 4-0, in a low-scroing 
match, with only “Jolly" Oily Muldrew hitting over 300 
- a 306. Barb “Wire" Howard did her best for F’ham 
(rolling two strings over 100 ), but she fell to an 80 third 
string for a 298. 

No one on the HC team rolled well. Steve “Quiet 
Man” Rovithis hit a 108 third string for a 296 total to 
lead the team. The teams were close in the second 
and third string, as F'ham won each by three pins. 

* * * 

Catholic University picked Holy Cross as their 
opponent - the bye team - and killed them, 4-0. 

CU won huge and rolled a 134 pinfall total, with Jan 
“Steady" Fuller subbing for her son (Mark) and hitting 
a 295 total. Jim “Big Mac" McCormack rolled a 336, 
and anchor Lance “Lightning” Poirier hit a 352 with a 
134 single. 


So, by the end of the third night of rolling in round 
three, the standings read like this: 

Notre Dame 12-0 

Georgetown 9-1/2 - 2-1/2 

Catholic University 8 - 4 

Fordham 7-5 

St. Louis 6-1/12 - 5-1/2 

Holy Cross 3 " 9 

St. Mary 1 -11 

Bye Team 1-11 


Agawam Soccer slates 
awards ceremony 
& spring sign-up 

On Sunday, December 8 th, the Agawam Soccer 
awards ceremony will take place at the Junior High 
School from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. 

During that time, the final spring sign-up for the In- 
Town program will also take place. 

(Those who register after this date will have to pay 
a late fee.) 


Public swim held at 
Agawam Junior High 

The Agawam Junior High School pool will be open 
for public swim on Friday evenings from 6:30 to 8:00 
p.m. The cost is $1 per person. 

Children under the age of 12 must be accompa¬ 
nied by an adult. Flotation devices are not permitted. 
Disposable diapers are not permitted in the pool at 
any time. A cloth diaper with rubber pants or “swim- 
mies” diapers are recommended. 

For more information, call 821-0513. 


December 5, 2002 

Activity schedule 
from Agawam 
Parks & Recreation 

* Women’s Volleyball 

Mondays - December 9th & 16th 
7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

Agawam Junior High School 

* Men’s / Co-Ed Volleyball 
Tuesdays - December 10th & 17th 

8:00 to 10:00 p.m. 

Agawam High School 

* Drop-In Basketball 

Mondays - December 9th & 16th 
Wednesdays - December 11th & 18th 
8:00 to 10:00 p.m. 

Agawam High School 

Baywest Youth 
Hockey to host 
dinner & auction 

On Friday, December 6th, Baywest Youth Hockey 
will host a Spaghetti Dinner at the Italian Sporting 
Club in Agawam from 5:00-8:00 p.m. 

Tickets will be $6 for adults and $3 for children, and 
it will include all-you-can-eat pasta and meatballs, 
salad, and bread. 

The night will also feature a silent auction, which 
will consist of gift certificates for restaurants, golf out¬ 
ings, hotel packages, sports items, huge theme bas¬ 
kets, and lots more. 

There will also be a 50/50 raffle and a lottery 
Christmas tree raffle. 

Tickets will be avaiiabie at the door. 

* * * 

For photo coverage in The AAN, 
call 786-7747 or 786-8137; however, 
please give us at least 72 hours’ 
notice prior to your event. Thank you 
for your cooperation in this matter... 



"Hockey's Cool,Drugs Aren't" 
1st 2000 kids get FREE posters! 


falconsahl.com 

413-787-6600 
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fall short against Chicopee Amber jacks 


50-yard breaststroke - second, Jessica Friedrich; 
third, Sarah Torrey; fifth, Francesca Buckley. 

100-yard freestyle - third, Sarah Torrey; fourth, 
Brittany Montanez; sixth, Valerie Lemieux. 

100-yard individual medley - second, Jessica 
Friedrich; third, Mariesa Negosanti; fifth, Shannon 
O’Brien. 

200-yard medley relay - first team, Jessica 
Friedrich, Patty Taylor, Mariesa Negosanti, and Sarah 
Torrey. 

200-yard free relay - first team, Francesca Buckley, 
Brittany Montanez, Gabby Calvanese, and Shannon 
O’Brien; second team, Elizabeth Gloster, Cara Mittler, 
Valerie Lemieux, and Allison Ruby. 

* Boys 9-10 

50-yard freestyle - third, Michael Lyons. 

50-yard backstroke - third, Michael Lyons. 

* Girls 11-12 

50-yard freestyle - first, Haley Muzzy; second, 
Allyson Ripke; fifth, Crystal Lyons. 

50-yard butterfly - first, Haley Muzzy. 

100-yard freestyle - second, Katie Lynch. 

50-yard backstroke - second, Allyson Ripke; third, 
Katie Lynch; sixth, Shannon Stephens. 

50-yard breaststroke- third, Crystal Lyons; fifth, 
Shannon Stephens. 

200-yard free relay - first team, Katie Lynch, Haley 
Muzzy, Allyson Ripke, and Crystal Lyons. 

* Boys 11-12 

50-yard freestyle - first, James Devoe; fourth, Joey 
Wetmore. 

50-yard butterfly - second, Steve Lucia; third, 
Patrick Buckley; fourth, Danny Sole. 

100-yard freestyle - first, James Devoe; fourth, 
Danny Sole; sixth, Joey Wetmore. 

50-yard backstroke - third, Tyler Devoe; fourth, 
Joey Wetmore; sixth, Tyler Egerton. 


50-yard breaststroke - first, Steve Lucia; third, 
Patrick Buckley; fifth, Mario Bonvita. 

200-yard free relay - second team, Tyler Egerton, 
Joey Wetmore, James Devoe, and Michael Mead. 

* Girls 13-14 

50-yard freestyle - third, Terry Lynch; fifth, Jenna 
Nagel; sixth, Sarah Cosby. 

100-yard freestyle - third, Ariana Buckley; fourth, 
Jenna Nagel; fifth, Sarah Cosby. 

100-yard breaststroke - second, Ariana Buckley. 

200-yard free relay - second team, Ariana Buckley, 
Sarah Cosby, Terry Lynch, and Jenna Nagel. 

* Boys 13-14 

50-yard freestyle - second, Matt Oleksak. 

100-yard backstroke - first, Matt Oleksak. 

* Girls 15-18 

200-yard freestyle - first, Daveen Macsata. 

50-yard freestyle - third, Brittany Devoe. 

100-yard freestyle - second, Daveen Macsata. 

100-yard backstroke - second, Brittany Devoe. 

* Boys 15-18 

50-yard freestyle - second, Connor Dooley; third, 
Matt Gendron; fourth, William Loong. 

100-yard freestyle - first, Connor Dooley; third, Matt 
Biskup; fourth, William Loong. 

100-yard breaststroke - first, Matt Biskup. 

200-yard free relay - first team, Matt Biskup, 
Connor Dooley, Matt Gendron, and William Loong. 

The Agawam Piranhas swim team is a program 
offered by the Agawam Parks & Recreation 
Department. Practices and home meets are held at 
the Agawam Junior High School. 

The team is headed by Commissioner Liz Lynch 
and Coaches Debra Wells and Sue Torrey. The 
Agawam Piranhas have their own website - 
httD://sDort.masslive.com/sport/aaawampiranhas : you 
have to check it out. • 


Openings in instructional basketball program 


December 5, 2002 

Agawam Piranhas 

On Saturday, November 16th, the Agawam 
Piranhas competed against Chicopee's Amberjacks. 
i he Amberjacks have 130 competitors, and the 
Piranhas have 60 competitors ... you can only guess 
who won. You're right - Amberjacks 548, Piranhas 
318. 

Congratulations to all ... everyone did a fantastic 
job! The following results are for the Agawam 
Piranhas swim team: 

* Girls 8 & Under 

25-yard freestyle - first, Anna Lovotti; second, 
Kaitlyn McLaughlin; third, Stephanie Zello. 

50-yard freestyle - second. Stephanie Zello; fourth, 
Rachel Robie; fifth, Beth Haggerty. 

25-yard backstroke - first, Kaitlyn McLaughlin; third, 
Cassidy Cunningham; fifth, Molly Mittler. 

25-yard breaststroke - third, Megan Ripke. 
100-yard individual medley - second, Megan Ripke. 
100-yard free relay - first team. Anna Lovotti, 
Kaitlyn McLaughlin, Megan Ripke, and Stephanie 
Zello. 

* Boys 8 & Under 

25-yard freestyle - first, Henry Loong; second, 
Anthony Foley; third, Kurt Szatrowski. 

50-yard freestyle - first, Henry Loong. 

25-yard backstroke - first, Anthony Foley; second, 
Tim Mead. 

25-yard breaststroke - first, Kurt Szatrowski. 
100-yard free relay - first team, Anthony Foley, Kurt 
Szatrowski, Henry Loong, and Tim Mead 

* Girls 9-10 

50-yard freestyle - first, Patty Taylor; fourth, 
Francesca Buckley; sixth, Gabby Calvanese. 

50-yard butterfly - first, Mariesa Negosanti; third, 
Brittany Montanez; fifth, Shannon O’Brien. 

50-yard backstroke - first, Patty Taylor; second, 
Cara Mittler; fifth, Allison Ruby. 

Special Olympics 
slates 2002 “Jingle 
Bell Run & Walk” 

Special Olympics Pioneer Valley will be holding 
their 2002 “Jingle Bell Run & Walk” on Sunday, 
December 8 th, at 4:00 p.m. at Tower Square in down¬ 
town Springfield. Sponsored by Channel 22 and Rock 
102 , this event is the largest fundraiser of the year for 
Special Olympics Pioneer Valley. 

The benefit will consist of a three-mile fun run/walk 
with a stop at the Shriners Hospital for Christmas car¬ 
ols and an after-race Jingle Bell Jam party at Tower 
Square with delicious food, music, dancing, and a raf¬ 
fle. Participants are asked to collect donations that 
will be collected during registration. 

Registration will begin at 2:00 p.m.; parking will be 
available at no charge. With your support, we can 
make the 2002 “Jingle Bell Run & Walk” the biggest 
and best ever. 

Special Olympics Massachusetts, Inc. (SOMA) is a 
501 c( 3 ) not-for-profit corporation whose mission is to 
provide year-round sports training and competition 
opportunities to children and adults with mental retar¬ 
dation and other closely related developmental dis¬ 
abilities. 

Locally, Special Olympics Pioneer Valley serves 
nearly 400 individuals, offering them training in 28 dif¬ 
ferent individual and team sports and a competition 
schedule of more than 20 organized competitions 
annually. 

For more information on the 2002 Jingle Bell Run 
& Walk," please call (413) 747-8946 or e-mail w est- 
sec@spenialolvmpicsma.org . 

* * * 

Our deadline is each Tuesday at 12:00 
noon; however, we appreciate any 
articles, press releases, letters , etc., 
that can be brought in on Mondays. 


The Agawam Parks & Recreation Department cur¬ 
rently has openings in the 8:00 a.m. session of the 
instructional basketball program. 

The instructional basketball program is for children 
in grades one or two, or age six by January 1, 2003. 

Participants will learn the fundamentals of basket¬ 


ball for eight weeks on Saturday mornings at Agawam 
High School, beginning January 4, 2003. 

Registrations ($25 fee) are limited and will be taken 
on a first-come, first-serve basis at the Agawam Parks 
& Recreation Office, 760 Cooper Street, Monday 
through Friday, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 


Please remember to patronize your local businesses ... ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 



2003 Baseball Sign-Up 
Agawam Little League 
& Junior League 

(Final Sign-Up Session) 

Saturday, December 7th 
Italian Sporting Club - 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 


Player Eligibility: 

Little League - Ages 5-12 by August 1st, 2003 
$50 Per Player - Maximum of $90 Per Family 
Junior League - Ages 13-14 by August 1st, 2003 
$80 Per Player - Maximum of $150 Per Family 
* $20 in pre-paid raffle tickets per family 

Must provide a copy of each child’s birth certificate. 
Umpires Needed!!! (Must be at least 12 years of age.) 
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Agawam Youth Cheerleaders enjoy their annual banquet 


m 1 




* 




^=T7foVEMBER 22ND, th^Agawam Youth Cheerleaders held their annual banquet at Alexander’s Restaurant in Feeding Hills. At 
left are the members of the cheerleaders’ senior squad. In right photo: The junior squad members of the Agawam Youth Cheerleaders. 

The future of girls'’ soccer at Agawam High School... 



In left photo: Coach Erin Fahey-Carrier (standing, far right) led the Agawam High School junior varsity girls’ soccer team for the fall 2002 cam¬ 
paign The JV players included Leah Cook, Deborah D’Amour, Michele Eisner, Caitlin Foley, Bethany Garvin, Karyn Gottardi Jeann.e 
Hastings, Danielle Lafond, Elizabeth Loughman, Erica Lyman, Jennifer Miarecki, Erika Prouty, and Lauren Surprenant. In r.ght photo: The 
2002 freshman girls’ soccer team was helmed by Coach Vanessa Galluzzo (not pictured). The “fresh” included Nicole C.r.llo, Alicia Hull, Rebecca 
Largay, Mia Lovcchio, Stephanie Midura, Danielle Parks, Ashley Proulx, Shelly Schivley, Amanda Shepard, Erica Sulln an, Lauren Surprenant. 
Ashley Weir, and Ashley Weisse. Photos courtesy ofWaltSteihmetz Photography. 




Group Night” tickets 
for Falcons hockey 


A Gift of Comfort that will 
last a Lifetime 


The Springfield Falcons are pleased to announce 
that there are four more “Group Nights” at the Nest. 
These games will benefit the Town of Agawam’s 
Parks & Recreation Department. 

A one price ticket of $8.50 will allow children, 
adults, and seniors admission to the game(s) of their 
choice. 

The remaining schedule is as follows: 

'Saturday, December 28th, at 7:35 p.m. versus 
Worcester Ice Cats. 

* Friday, January 31st, at 7:35 p.m. versus Portland 
Pirates. 

’Saturday, February 22nd, at 7:35 p.m. versus 
Bridgeport Tigers. 

* Friday, March 28th, at 7:35 p.m. versus Hartford 
Wolf Pack. 

For further information, please call the Agawam 
Parks & Recreation Office at 821-0513. 


**» *HlMn V | 

“We Meet By Accident” 
Specializing In Complete Auto Body 
Repairs On All Foreign & Domestic Cars 

* Quality' Work 

* All Work Guaranteed 

* Licensed Appraisers 

* Auto Glass Replacement 
* Color Matching Specialists 
* Expert Painting 

* Uni-Body & Frame Straightening 

1363 Main Street, Agawam 

786-4289 


GOLDEN 


Golden Lift & 
Recline Chairs 

Many styles & colors 
to choose from! 
Medicare approved. 


Sioo.oo off 

With This Aril ■ w W ■ ■ ■ 


340 Memorial Avenue 0 West Springfield, MA • 4l3-“33- 7 843 
HOURS: Mon. - Wed., & Fri. 9-5 • Tburs. 9-7 • Saturday 9-2 
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Looking For A Gift For That 
Hard-To-Shop-For Person??? 

Let The ADVERTISER NEWS 
Help You With Your Holiday Shopping 


F©r a 

1-Year 

Subscript!©!! 


Just mail in your check with the coupon 

below to: 

f The A dvertiser News 

P.O. Box 263 Y^K 

23 Southwick Street *| 

Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


Name 


Address 





: 
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Patronize Your Local Businesses 



Feeding Hills 
& Westfield 

All trucks are radio dispatched. 
Fully Insured 
Liability <£ Workers Comp. 


“WE SELL THE BEST 
& SERVICE THE REST” 


WEEKEND EMERGENCY SERVICE 
RESIDENTIAL * COMMERCIAL 
SALES, REPAIR, INSTALLATION 
Broken Springs, Tracks & Cables 
Replaced * Sectional Replacement 
Wo mcommond GENIEPRO lAuthomu scnKt onto 


786-1800 / 568-4655 


FAX - 789-7305 

www.contodoor.com 
Wo toko VISA & MC 


Joseph Conte, Jr. 
General 
Manager 


WaSIBIUM© MD€1K WAMM 

ofSuffield 

Full Service Equestrian Center 

* Boarding Lessons *Sales *Training 
* Large Indoor Arena Offering 
English & Western 
Currently Hiring 

Call 1 (860) 668-2307 

~Employment Positions Also Available~ 




MA License #E40548 
CT License #E188494 


CHAD FULLAM 
ELECTRIC 

Residential * Commercial * Industrial 
Voice * Data 
Phone: (413) 786-6226 


PETE'S PETERUNE 
PAPER & FAINT 

• Interior & Exterior Painting • Wallpapering 
• Textured Ceilings • Sponge Painting • Drywall Repairs 
• Any General Household Repairs 
...SATISFACTION GUARANTEED! 

(413) 543-7375 

170 South Boulevard • West Springfield, MA 01089 


John F. Walsh 

Certified Public Accountant 

567 Springfield Street 
Feeding Hills 

Visit our Website and Financial Information Center 
www.jfwalshcpa.com 

For an appointment please call 

786-3009 


Sapel Concrete 

“Specializing In Residential Projects ” 

Patios-Pool Pads-Stairs-Sidewalks- 
Driveways-Hatchways-Garage Floors 

30 Yrs. Exp. Fully Insured 

789-3787 



Northeast Builders 

Rick Pfeffer 

4 Lenox Street, Feeding Hills 

Since 1975 

* Roofing * Siding * Kitchens & Baths * Additions * Major Remodeling 

789-1156 

Reg. No. 116963; Const. Sup. No. 000450 

Free Estimates... Fully Licensed and Insured 





IP* GENERAL 

(CARPENTRY j 

RhV KsTii 19 h;i 


'■ii gWoBBY Qirv jg- 

413 • 789 • 7011 

ADDITIONS * RENOVATIONS 
Custom decks • New Construction 
Fully insured 

Don Chart i eh Lie. #051681 


Willard Roofing 

2, A Roof Done By Any Other 
■1 Name Is Just Not The Same! 

Si “Our Low Prices Can’t Be Beat!” 

We will address all your roofing needs... 

* Roof * Ventilation 

* Gutters * Masonry ^ 

Please Calfl 786-7924 


(Kevin, Walter, or Nina) 
MA. License #067588 




“Over 30 years roofing experience between 
father and son. ” 


ISF Video & Audio Calibratiol 

Is lech. Home Theater Consulting 

w Let us Help set up your syster 

No problem too small 

www.a-v-tech.com 

-llnh I a Fra nr r_fill) 174-8(111 


Suffriti 

Construction Co. 

Custom Homes 
and Additions 

Insured and Licensed 
Manv Referrals - Excellent Reputation 

786-5516 



Bill Spear’s Tree Service 


«! 


“Your Hometown LEADER Since 1979 ” 

* Tree Removal * Land Clearing 

* Tree Trimming * Brush Chipping 

* Shrub Removal * Stump Grinding 

* Residential & Commercial 


Year-Round 
24 Hour 
Emergency 
Storm Service I 


786-5081 


Senior Citizen Specialist & Discount 

Reg. And Fully Insured By Bresnahan Ins. 
































Bob Longo Construction 

27 Years Specializing In 
Kitchens And Additions 

Free Custom Design 
Agawam * 789-0758 

•Add A Second Story To Your Home - Or A Dormer 
•Turn Your Existing Basement Into A Family Room & Bath 
•Porches & Sunrooms 

•Add Living Space With A Custom Designed Deck 

•Mastic Vinyl Siding 

•Window Replacement, Vinyl Or Wood 

All Backed By Bob Longo’s Reputation 
For Quality & Dependability 

FULLY INSURED - FREE ESTIMATES 
All Work Completed Quickly & Efficiently 
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Chapter 7 $500 plus (collapsible chair), cof- 
filing fees. Stop auto- fee table, end tables, 
mobile repossession, Call (413) 786-9776. 
creditor harassment. 

Discharge medical FOR SALE: Blue lift 
bills, credit card chair. Brand new. Best 

debts., etc. Evening, offer. For more info, 
weekend appoint- call (413) 786-6258. 

ments. Payment plan 
available. Attorney 
Waskiewicz, 1-800 

295-5773. SPAYED FEMALE 

CAT: Near Walgreens 
FOR SALE in Agawam. Beautiful 

tortoise-shell or calico 
FOR SALE: Wood color. Very thin & hun- 
stove (Nashua) - $500 gry. Please call 786- 

or best offer. Futon 3672 (leave mes- 

set - includes Feton sage). 


WISHING ROCK 
FARM OF SUFFIELD: 

Full Service Eques¬ 
trian Center. Boarding 
Lessons; Sales; Train¬ 
ing; Large Indoor Are¬ 
na Offering English & 
Western. Currently 
Hiring. Call 1-860- 
668-2307. (Employ¬ 
ment Positions Also 
Available.) 


Phone 789-0540, emergency service. 

beeper 735-4535. 786-1800 / 568-4655. 

(Fax 789-7305; 

PAINTING, STAIN- www.contedoor.com . 1 ) 

ING: Exterior, interior. 

Your home or busi¬ 
ness. Quality work, 
reasonable rates. Call 
Joe at (413) 786- 
5912. 


BILL SPEAR’S TREE 
SERVICE: Complete 
tree removal, trim¬ 
ming. Land cleared. 
Senior citizen dis¬ 
count. FREE ESTI¬ 
MATES. Fully insured. 
“Your Flometown 
LEADER Since 1979.’ 
Call 786-5081. 


VERMETTE AUTO 
BODY INC.: Since 
1979. All new conven 
ient location - 223 
Garden St., Feeding 
Hills. All insurance 
companies; collision 
and windshield. 
Claims welcome; 
guaranteed repairs 
(RS-1842). 786-8226 


FOUND 


LICENSED ELECTRI 
CIAN: All types of 
work. Insured; free 
estimates; 35 yrs. 
License E16303. Call 
Jim, 782-6989. 


AV TECH. - ISF 
Video & Audio 
Calibration: Home 
Theater Consul-ting. 
Let us help set up 
your system; no pro¬ 
blem too small. Bob 
LaFrance & Rich 
Weld, www.a-v-tech. 
com . (413) 374-8000 
or (413) 374-8300. 


DAVID’S WINDOW 
CLEANING AND 
JANITORIAL 

Mother’s Little Helper! 
Floors waxed, rugs 
shampooed, walls 
washed. Commercial 
& residential. Call 
Paul Ferrarini, (413) 
786-4436. 


CHAD FULLAM 
ELECTRIC: 

Commercial & resi¬ 
dential - A to Z. New 
construction, addi¬ 
tions, remodels to 
include service 
changes, all wiring for 
electric, computer, 
phone and cable 
lines. Licensed and 
insured. (413) 786- 
6226. 


SPRINGFIELD 

TURNVEREIN: 

Catering to weddings, 
banquets, parties, and 
receptions. Two 
rooms available with 
seating up to 250 
people. 176 Garden 
Street, Feed-ing Hills, 
786-0924. 


CHEF 

Assisted Living Home 

Full Time With Benefits 

SPRINGFIELD 

EAST 

FAX RESUME TO 


GARIBIAN ELEC- 

TRIC: Fuses to circuit 
breakers, pools, addi¬ 
tions, cable & phone 
outlets. Prompt serv¬ 
ice. Fully insured; free 
estimates. 10% senior 
discount. (413) 781- 
4376 or (413) 733- 
4466. 


LOW PRICE LEAF 
REMOVAL & SNOW 
PLOWING: Agawam, 
Feeding Hills, West 
Springfield area only. 
Call 789-6598. 


SAPELLI CON¬ 
CRETE: Specializing 
in residential projects 
(patios, pool pads, 
stairs, sidewalks, 
etc.). 30 yrs. exp.; 
fully insured. 789- 
3787. 


CARPENTER: No job 

too small. Reason¬ 
able; excellent work. 
Salve Carpentry, 569- 
5089. 


THE STRAIN FAMILY 
EQUESTRIAN CEN¬ 
TER: Boarding, les¬ 
sons, training, sales. 
Ponies for parties. 
"Holiday Open House" 
- December 15th, 1 to 
3 p.m. Riding gift cer¬ 
tificates make great 
stocking stuffers! 18 
Vining Hill Road, Sou- 
thwick, MA (located 
behind Big Y/Ames 
Plaza). (413) 569- 
5797. 


SNOWPLOWING 

Driveways & Parking Lots 

“One Call Can Do It All” 

Call 789-0243 


PAUL’S TREE SER¬ 
VICE: Fully insured, 
free estimates. 
Removal, pruning, 
planting, stump grind¬ 
ing, firewood, back- 
hoe. Senior citizen 
discount; 24-hour 
emergency service. 

17 years experience. 
Call Paul Cocchi, 547- 
0343. 


JOHN F. WALSH - 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC 
ACCOUNTANT: 569 

Springfield Street, 
Feeding Hills. Visit our 
Website and Financial 
Information Center - 


BOB LONGO CON¬ 
STRUCTION: 27 

years specializing in 
kitchens and addi¬ 
tions. Free custom 
design. Fully insured 
free estimates. In 
Agawam, 789-0758. For an appointment, 

please call (413) 786- 
CHARTIER’S GEN- 3009. 

ERAL CARPENTRY: 

We take the worry out SNOW PLOWING: 
of building. Additions; Commercial and resi¬ 
new construction; ren- dential. Free esti- 
ovations; custom mates. Call now - 

decks. Lie. no. 789-0585 or 537- 

051681; fully insured. 8696. 

Don Chartier, owner. 

(413) 789-7011. KARL’S MOWING 

SERVICE: Just in 
time for fall clean-up. 
If you are in need of 
hedge/ shrub trim¬ 
ming, gutter cleaning, 
fertilizing, mowing, or 
leaf removal, please 
call Harro, 786-9532. 


Holiday Open House 


4*> Strain Family <¥»> 
X/EQUESTRIAN CENTER'S/ 

18 Vining Hill Road, 

Southwick, MA 

• Boarding • Lessons • Training • Sales 
Riding Gift Certificates Make Great Stocking Stuffers 

(413)569-5797, ...... 

Ponies for Located behind 

Parties Big Y/Ames Plaza 


LEGAL 

SERVICES 


NORTHEAST 
BUILDERS: Custom 
homes & remodeling 
(since 1975). Fully 
insured & licensed. 
Rick Pfeffer, 4 Lenox 
St., Feeding Hills, MA 
01030. Reg. No. 
116963; Const. Sup. 
No. 000450. (413) 
789-1150. 


BANKRUPTCY: 


IT’S SNOWBLOWER 
TUNE-UPTIME: A & 

M Small Engine 
Repairs for all your 
lawn & garden equip¬ 
ment needs. Free 
pick-up and delivery. 
568-2582. 


SUFFRITI CON¬ 
STRUCTION CO.: 

New homes and addi¬ 
tions. Insured and 
licensed. Many refer¬ 
rals. 786-5516. 


BISHOP PAINT & 
PAPER: Interior paint¬ 
ing and wallpapering 
done to your specifi¬ 
cations at reasonable 
rates. Free estimate. 
Senior discount. Call 
739-4947. 


CONTE DOOR SER¬ 
VICE, INC.: “We Sell 
The Best & Service 
The Rest.” Sales, 
repair, installation. 
Residential & com¬ 
mercial; weekend 


TRASH REMOVAL: 

Garages, attics, & cel¬ 
lars cleaned out. 

Lawn service, unwant¬ 
ed items, metal 
removal. Insured. Call 
Mr. T’s Cleaning Svc. 
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Give the Gift of Health 


our 


Holiday 4 Get Fit Gift Kit 5 


Give someone you love or care about 
The gift of health this holiday season! 



Only $49 


(a $125 value!) 



Gift Kit Includes^ 

■ One month fitness membership 
■ Six Free tanning sessions 
■Two free personal training sessions 
A Fitness First water bottle and T-shirt 
■ All in a beautifully wrapped gift box! 




& 


FIRST \ \ 9 \ 

□ 

HEALTH S FITNESS CENTER 

413-786-1460 
60 North Westfield Street 
Feeding Hills, MA 01030 
www.fitnessfirsthealthclub.com 























